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Recent Developments

India and Seychelles have established relationship in defence and 
st.Anniversary.maritime security. Under it, India helps to patrol waters of Seychelles and 

gives equipment to island nation’s defence forces.

In recent years, India has agreed to help Seychelles map its hydrology 
reserves, launched coastal surveillance radar project and boosted 
security cooperation with island nation.

Assumption Island: In 2015, Seychelles had agreed to allocate land on its 
Assumption Island for India to build its first naval base in IOR to expand 
its footprint in the strategically-key region where China has been trying to 
enhance its military presence. In this regard, agreement was signed in 
2015 between India and Seychelles.
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National Defence Fund (NDF)It is partnership between UN Environment

WhatsApp privacy policy on hold
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Issue
WhatsApp has told the court that users will not be compulsorily asked to 
agree to the new privacy policy.

Background
The users not signing up for the new law will not be discriminated in any 
manner until the new data protection bill will become law.

Details
 The communication from the company is significant as earlier it had
made it clear that either the users have to accept the new policies or risk
getting de-platformed.
 Individuals who have not yet agreed to the policy will get notification
and reminders but they can ignore it without fearing of backlash.
 Users’ interaction with WhatsApp business account will not be shared
with Facebook. Permitted users’ data of interaction will be shared.

Data harvesting
 WhatsApp has reiterated many times that the private data of users will
not be shared with anyone but only business data will be used for 
advertisement.
 The Indian government had asked WhatsApp to take back its orders on
the grounds of information security and data privacy of users.
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Indian Ocean Region (IOR) and for effective deterrence. Indian Navy is 

looking to build its assets to consolidate its supremacy in strategically 

important IOR where Chinese Navy also operates. 

Indian Navy has fleet of more than 100 submarines and 
surface warships. It currently possesses 14 conventional submarines, including Scorpene. But 

only half are operational at any given point of time. India Navy also has two 

nuclear-powered submarines INS Arihant (SSBN, a ballistic missile 

a nuclear-powered one) leased from submarine) and INS Chakra (SSN, 

Russia.

Recently, in March 2019 India had sealed a US $3 billion deal with Russia 

for leasing of nuclear-powered attack submarine (INS Chakra III) for Indian 

Navy for a period of 10 years. Under this deal, Russia will have to deliver 

Chakra III, an Akula class submarine, to Indian Navy by 2025. It will be third 

Russian submarine to be leased to Indian Navy.
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 It had also asked the company to list the ways in which data will be
used and also the data that will be collected. The consents obtained from
users from other countries were also asked.

NOTES
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