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THE “STAUNTON " CHESSMEN.

* Combining grace and solidity to a degree hitherto unknown.”—7"he T'imes.

NOTICE.—The “STAUNTON” CHESSMEN have a fac-simile of Mp.
Staunton’s signature attached to each box. 1t is necessary to state this
elearly, as many Chessmen are offered as the Staunton (,yhessmen. but
whiech have no right whatever to the title, being in every respect an
inferior article.

No. £ s. d
ooo Ebony and Boxwood, in polished Mahogany box ... . 15 o
oo Ebony and Boxwood, large size, in polished Mahogany box o 17 6
o Ebony and Boxwood, loaded, in Mahogany case ... 1 5 o
14 Ebony and Boxwood, lcaded, small size Club, in Mahogany
case 115 o
2 Ebony and Boxwood loaded ‘Club’ sxze, in Mahogany case 2 5 o
*2 Finest African Ivory, in Leather Casket ... 4 4 ©
%4 Finest African Ivory, in Leather Casket, richly hned 6 6 o
%4} Finest African Ivory, small size Club, in Leather
Casket, richly lined vee 8 8 o
5 Finest African Ivory, Club size, in extra large Leather
Casket richly lined 10 10 o

6 Ditto, in handsome Spanish Mahogany case, fitted in trays
with divisions, lined throughout with rich silk velvet 11 15 o
® These sels may be had, if preferred, in polulmx’ wood case, with lock, lined silk vetvet,
at same prices.
Presentation Sets, fitted in Rosewood Cases, with Inscription Shield, and
boards to match, made to order, from £16 16s.

BEST QUALITY CHESS BOARDS.
inches 16 18

Folding Leather, Black and Buff Squares ... 4/9 6/- 8/6 ¢/6
Do. Red and Buff . 6f- 7/6 9/y 12/
Flat Mahogany (polished) with Rosewood and
Holly Squares, suitable for Clubs and
Tourneys, superior quahty voe e 9[- 11[- 136
Best quality, panelled .. ves 17/- 320[- 24/ 29/

May be had of all Stationers & Fancu Dealers throughout the kingdom.

WHOLESALE :

JOHN JAQUES & SON, 102, Hatton Garden, LONDON,E.C.

Liberal Discount to CLUBS. Catalogue post free.
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%““5\\ Chess Ma o,

™ L e

JANUARY, 1802

The renowned chess players, William Steinitz, of New York, and
Michael Ivanowitch Tchigorin, of St. Petersburg, are once more to meet over
the chess board, the Havana being again the selected place of combat.
According to the latest advice, Mr. Steinitz sailed from New York on the
2oth December for Havana, and his match with Mr. Tchigorin is expected to
commence on the 27th December, so that by the time these lines meet the
eyes of the readers of the B.C. M, play will be fairly under weigh. The
importance of this encounter naturally attracts public attention to the two
players ; hence I need offer no apology for taking up some little space with
their respective chess careers.

William Steinitz comes naturally first; he comes first as being the
older: he comes first as having a finer record as a match player: he comes
first as having a finer record as a tournament player: he comes first as
being a greater ‘‘ personality ” in the chess world. Whether he or his rival
is at this moment the stronger player is a debateable point ; the very point
indeed which they have met to settle at the Havana. The fact that one
reason I have had for giving Steinitz the precedence is his more advanced
years is also a reason for many people thinking that now Tchigorin may
prove the stronger, and so reverse the verdict of the 1889 match ; for alas|
as year is added to year in a chess-player’s life, their accumulating weight
becomes a heavy handicap. King Henry IV. saw his son Prince Henry
trying on the crown, and could chide him for the act, but the chess king must
bear with the sight of some younger man trying on the kingly head-gear
and say no word. He knows the time will come when younger feet will
tread the steps of the throne, and when he must put off the trappings
of his mimic rank, and be “content to serve where once he ruled in state.”
Time tries all things, and most certainly it tries the chess player’s mental
powers. Time then is on the side of the Russian player; whether this fact
will give him the victory in the pending contest remains to be seen.

Al



2 The British Chess Magazine.

William Steinitz, the present chess champion of the world, was born
on the 17th May, in the year of grace 1836, in the city of Prague, in
Bohemia, so that he is now in his fifty-sixth year. He is, however, a man
of great physical vigour, and possesses a well preserved constitution, and
wears his years lightly. He is what the good people of Yorkshire call a
‘“‘kenspeckle ” man—once seen he can never be forgotten. My personal
knowledge of him only dates from 1882, but in that and the following year
I met him on many occasions, the first time being at the City of London
Chess Club, on one of his then rare visits to that institution. He was
then of course in the flower of his manhood, and certainly looked a
“masterful” man. Everything about him denoted power rather than grace,
strength rather than beauty. His stature was short but his form massive,
his chest broad, his bearing sturdy. In face he was in marked contrast
with the late Herr Zukertort, whose features were finely cut, whilst his face
was the face of a student. Steinitz’s features on the contrary are rugged in
outline, and his face the face of a man of action rather than a man of
thought ; the face of a man fitted to lead men in battle, rather than that of
a philosopher in his study or a scholar in his library. With bright tawny
locks, round face, a crushed up nose (I can give no other description of it),
broad forehead, deep set eyes, and rough—nay shaggy—beard also of the
bright tawny hue, the whole balanced squarely on a thick neck, that again
on a short massive body, and that in turn supported by short legs—not by
any means of the drum-stick order—with feet planted firmly on the
ground : such was the William Steinitz I first saw in 1882, and such [
believe—making some little allowance for the slight ravages of time—is the
William Steinitz of 1892. Much has happened in the chess world in the
intervening ten years, but through them all he has maintained his position
at the very head of the chess masters.

Steinitz was introduced to fair Caissa at an early age in his native
place, but proceeding to Vienna to complete his education, he got more
frequent opportunities for making progress in the game. He soon joined
the Vienna Chess Club, and gradually came to the front amongst the local
“cracks.” His name began to be recognised as that of a rising player,
and his reputation was increased in 1859, when in the local tournament he
carried off the third prize, Hampe taking the first, and J. Jenai the second.
His reputation again went up, when in the similar tournament of 1860 he
took second prize, Hampe again being first; and yet again in 1861 when
he came in first, having only lost one game out of thirty-four played.

The year 1862 was to see Steinitz start on that career which has since
made his name a household word in the chess world. It is an old saying
that “all roads lead to Rome,” and most assuredly, so far as chess is
concerned, all roads lead to London; and so accordingly to London in
1862 came the young and enthusiastic Bohemian, in search of fame and
fortune. He certainly gained the former; as for the latter, not so much
can be said, for but scant fortunes are to be picked up off the chess-board,
for at best indeed it is but a poorly-plenished Tom Tiddlers Ground,
where even to the fortunate there is more silver than gold to pick up. He
came to London as the accredited representative of the Vienna Chess
Club to take part in the international tournament of that(year, and in this,
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his first trial of strength in a great master tournament, he gave such a
good account of himself that he came in sixth ; Anderssen, Paulsen, Owen,
MacDonnell, and Dubois coming in ahead of him in the order named.

Having thus made his @¢54¢ in England as a master player, in England
he remained for the next twenty years, and from this point forward Mr.
Steinitz’s name has been linked with all the more memorable events of
chess all the world over. As a match player he has progressed from
victory to victory, whilst as a tournament player he has fully held his own
amongst the very foremost and most renowned masters of this generation.
During his residence in this country he took kindly to English ways and
customs. He became almost completely anglicized, and preferred to be
addressed by the English title of ‘Mr.” rather than the foreign ¢ Herr.”
When Steinitz first settled down in London, the old lion Staunton was
still the leader of English chess, and he could yet ¢ roar ye as any sucking
dove,” but the roar was not so terrible as it once had been, and Steinitz
was made of different stuff from poor gentle Lowenthal, and so he cared
not one brass farthing when the old lion did roar, nor for the matter of
that, when “he shook the dew-drops from his mane.” The sceptre was
slipping from the grasp which had held it so firmly for so many years, and
a younger and stronger hand was outstretched to seize it as it fel. Destiny
fulfilled itself, and though men might like Steinitz or dislike him, condemn
or approve, applaud or sneer, criticise severely or the reverse, the fact still
remained the same that Steinitz, with all his good points and with all his
bad ones, became the chess king of England, and practically the leader of
the entire chess world.

Steinitz is no carpet knight, and the position he gained he gained by
sheer hard fighting, and he has had to maintain it at the point of the
sword. But gain it he did, and maintain it he has, and there the matter
ends until some younger and stronger player worses him in open combat.
The mere recapitulation of his various matches with renowned players is
indeed a noble one. Here is a list of his matches played on even terms:—

1862.—Match with Dubois ... Score: Steinitz §, Dubois 3, drawn 1.
1863.—Match with Deacon ... Score: Steinitz 5, Deacon 1.
1863.—Match with Mongredien... Score: Steinitz 7, Mongredien o.
1863.—Match with Blackburne... Score: Steinitz 7, Blackburne 1, drawn 2.
1866.—Match with Anderssen ... Score : Steinitz 8, Anderssen 6.

1866.—Match with Bird ... Score: Steinitz 7, Bird 5, drawn 5.
1867.—Match with Fraser ... Score: Steinitz 3, Fraser 1, drawn 3.
1870.—Series of Games with

Blackburne ... ... Score: Steinitz 5, Blackburne o, drawn 1.
1872.—Match with Zukertort ... Score: Steinitz 7, Zukertort 1, drawn 4.
1876.—Match with Blackburne... Score: Steinitz 7, Blackburne o.
1882.—Match with Martinez ... Score : Steinitz 7, Martinez o.

1882.—Series of Games with Martinez. Score : Steinitz 3, Martinez 1, drawn 3.
1882,—Series of Games with Sellman. Score: Steinitz 3, Sellman o, drawn 2.
1883.—Series of Games with Mackenzie. Score : Steinitz 3, Mackenzie 1,
drawn 2.
1883.—Series of Games with Golmayo. Score: Steinitz 8, Golmayo 1, drawn 2.
1883.—Series of Games with Martinez. Score : Steinitz 9, Martinez 0, drawn 2.
1885.—Series of Games with Sellman. Score: Steinitz 3, Seliman o.
1886.—Great Championship Match with Zukertort, Score: Steinitz 10, Zuker-
tort §, drawn §.
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1889, —Match with Tchigorin. Score ; Steinits 10, Tchigorin 6, drawn 1.
:gg‘:::}Match with Gunsberg. Score: Steinitz 6, Gunsberg ¢, drawn 9,

Besides the above, Mr. Steinitz played the following matches at odds :—

1865.—Match with C, De Vere, at odds of Pawn and move, Score: De Vere 7,
Steinitz 3, drawn 1,

1867.~Match with G. B. Fraser, at odds of Pawn and move. Score: Steinitz 7,
Fraser 1, drawn 1.

Other memorable encounters in which Steinitz took part were :—

. 1872.—Great Correspondence Match between London and Vienna, for £r1oo
a-side, Mr. Steinitz and Mr. W. N. Potter conducting the London
games, Score: London 1, Vienna o, drawn 1.

1890, —Correspondence Match with Tchigorin, for 750 dollars a-side. Two
games had to be played simultaneously by cable. In one Steinitz had
to defend an Evans Gambit by a sortie of the Q to B 3 on the 6th
move ; and in the other he ed to play 9 Kt to K R 3 on the
ninth move of the attazk in a I% wo Kts game, as laid down in col. 1
of e 94 in The Modern Chess Imstructor: both moves being
geeme weak by most experts, Inthe end the score was: Tchigorin 2,

teinits o,

His success as a tournament player was most marked. The following

is a list of his performances in master tournaments subsequent to the
London 1862 meeting :—

1867.—At Paris. Steinitz came out third after Kolisch and Winawer, whilst
Neumann was fourth,

1867.—At Dundee. Steinitz came out second, Neumann being first.

1870.—At Baden-Baden, Steinitz was second, half a point below Anderssen,
who took first prize,

1872.—At London. Steinitz came out first, with Blackbume second, and
Zukertort third.

1873.—~At Vienna. Steinitz was declared the winner, after playing off a tie with

Blackburne. In this tournament Steinitz won sixteen games straight
off.

1882.—At Vienna, Steinitz tied with Winawer for first and second prize.
1883.—At the great London Meeting Steinitz was second, three points behind
Zukertort, Blackburne being third.

The following list comprises the principal handicap tournaments in

which he has taken part since 1862 :—

1865.—Dublin Handicap. Steinitz first and MacDonnell second.

1866.—British Chess Association Handicap Tournament at London. Steinitz
won first prize.

1867.—British Chess Association Handicap Tournament at Dundee. Steinite
won first prize.

1868.—British Chess Association Handicap Tournament at London. Steinitz
won first prize.

1871.—City of London Chess Club Handicap. Steinitz won first prize. He won
twelve games straight away without a break.

1872.—London Handicap. This was played on the pairing system, and Steinitz
was thrown out by Zukertort in the second rou:tf

Amidst this brilliant galaxy of victories some shine out with particular

lustre. Such was his victory over Anderssen, then the recognised emperor
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of the wide domain of chess, and who was certainly regarded as second
only to Morphy before this defeat; such were his defeats of Blackburne—
that marvellous blindfold player—by 7 to 1 in one case and 7 to o in
another; such were his two defeats of Zukertort, that of 1872, when
Zukertort came to England with a wonderful reputation, having beaten all
the strong German masters, but who yet went down with a score against
him of 7 to 1, and in 1886, after he had attained the height of his fame
as the winner of the memorable London Tournament of 1883. These
are deeds which will for ever stamp Steinitz as a giant amongst players.
What would have resulted had Morphy and Steinitz met, who can say?
Whether the analytical skill, the patience, the tenacity, the coolness, and
all the other resources of Steinitz, against the blinding brilliancy and the
daring boldness of Morphy, is an open question. Morphy vaulted into his
high place at one almost superhuman bound, Steinitz attained his by slow
and patient climbing, and whether the former could bave maintained his
position for the length of time that Steinitz has done, is questionable.
We can, however, to some extent judge of the different effects the two
great players have had upon the play of their respective epochs. Morphy
revolutionised chess, Steinitz remodelled it. Morphy brought life, and
dash, and beauty to the game, at a time when supreme dullness was
beginning to reign, and he did this at a stroke ; Steinitz gave it order, and
method, and directness, at a time when these were beginning to be lost
in the search for brilliancy. Morphy issued imperial edicts, Steinitz
laboriously constructs acts of parliament and carefully builds them up
clause by clause. Morphy stood like a wizard, and one wave of his wand
produced marvellous effects, one knew not how and he cared not to
explain ; Steinitz is the savast in his laboratory, and he shows us how he
works and how he experiments. The two men are altogether different,
and we must be content to receive what good we can at both their hands
and be thankful.

Steinitz is much more the Wellington of chess than the Napoleon,
He depends more upon the infantry square than the brilliant cavalry
charge, upon the bristling bayonets than the flashing swords, the carefully
thrown up earth-works than the massed legions. In his play he seems
to be perpetually constructing lines of Zovrres Vedras, behind which he
calmly awaits the onset of the foe.

As an annotator of games Mr. Steinitz is almost unapproachable,
When he took command of the chess column in the Fie/d, there began a
new era in the history of chess annotation. Mr. Staunton, despite his
Incid style, had been in the habit of importing so much of his personal
likes and dislikes into his notes, that they often became really misleading,
so coloured were they at times by private spleen; whilst his choice of
games was exercised often on the haphazard style—that is games other than
his own. Mr. Steinitz acted quite in an opposite manner; with personal
likings as strong, and personal dislikings as vigorous as Mr. Staunton
himself—and this is perbaps putting it very mildly—he never let these
things colour his remarks in any of his annotations. He saw the game
and he saw it only: the personality of the players disappeared, it was
only White against Black. Patiently, calmly, judicially, scientifically, he
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examined the game move by move. Whatever then may be the ultimate
effect of Mr. Steinitz’s teaching on the future style of play, there can be no
doubt that he has stood at the head of those who have fairly revolutionised
chess annotation, until the old slipshod, careless, happy-go-lucky method of
annotation is altogether exploded, and the present scientific and accurate
style has taken its place. A well-known London chessist put it well when
he said: “In annotating a game, Steinitz is like a swan floating on its
native element : every movement is graceful, every attitude beautiful ; Ah,
but Mr. Steinitz in other walks of chess literature! Well, he is still the
swan, but too often the swan on the dry land, and then the beauty is not
observable ; quite otherwise indeed.”

One last picture of Mr. Steinitz as I saw him for the last
time. It was during the closing days of play at the great London
Tournament of 1883, when every point was of value to him, as he was
battling for second place. I forgot who was Steinitz’s opponent, but I
stood on the gallery behind the great master, and I had certainly a good
view of his broad shoulders and ample proportions. He sat with his head
bent close down to the board (for he is very short sighted), and his arms
well spread out. Then he would rise a little from his chair, push it slowly
backwards with his right foot, whilst his breast would sink more and more
on to the table until his massive head seemed absolutely to cover the entire
board. In vain I careened my neck first to right and then to left, not a
glimpse of the pieces could I get. There was Steinitz, there was his
shoulders and his head and his hair, all in evidence, distinctly in evidence,
but of ought else I could see nothing. Further and still further he would
push back the chair, until he stood curiously balanced on his left leg, with
the greater part of his weight supported by his breast on the table, whilst
his right leg was outstretched backwards to its full extent. Then he would
make his move and gradually draw back the chair and sink down into it
with a sigh of relief, and at last I would get a glimpse of the board.

Since Mr. Steinitz’s residence in the States, circumstances have brought
me into much closer connection with him than when he resided in this
country, and I may be pardoned from stating that though we have often
held divergent opinions, even on personal matters, which we each main-
tained, I have ever found him not merely just but generous. He is quick
to strike, and he certainly tries to strike home, but in my opinion he is
incapable of striking a foul blow.

I turn now to the younger master, Michael Ivanowitch Tchigorin.
This great Russian player was born 31st October, 1850, so that he is now
in his forty-second year, or fourteen years younger than his opponent in the
present contest. He commenced to play chess early in life, having being
taught the moves at college by one of the professors. On the completion
of his college studies, he became a government official at St. Petersburg,
but gave up this appointment a few years ago, and has since devoted
himself to chess.

In 1873 Tchigorin began to be heard of in Russian chess circles. In
that year he won the third prize in a handicap at the St. Petersburg Chess
Club, being handicapped as second-class, and receiving Pawn and move
from Schoumoff and Schiffers. He then won a match on even terms with
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Schoumoff, but lost a match to Winawer. He steadily fought his way
upwards, until in 1880 he was looked upon as the best Russian player,
baving beaten Schiffers and other leading players.

The next year was to see Tchigorin enter the arena to meet the masters
of the world, for in 1881 he went to Berlin to take part in the International
Master Tournament held in that city, and in the contest he did himself
honour, as he made an equal score with Winawer, and thereby tied for
third and fourth prizes.

I annex a list of international tournaments in which he has taken
part:—

1881.—At Berlin. Tchigorin tied with Winawer for third and fourth prizes,
Blackburne being first and Zukertort second.

1882.—At Vienna. Tchigorin was not placed, his score being a somewhat dis-
appointing one—13 out of a possible 34.

1883.—At London. Tchigorin came in fourth, Zukertort, Steinitz, and Black-
burne being ahead of him.

1889.—At New York. Tchigorin tied with Max Weiss for first and second places.

His most important matches have been that with Steinitz, in Havana,
in 1889, when he was defeated by the latter by 10} to 6, and that with
Gunsberg, in Havana, in 189o, which ended in a draw, each scoring 9 wins,
whilst 5 games were drawn.

Noteworthy too was the part he bore in the celebrated correspondence
match of two games between St. Petersburg and the British Chess Club, in
1888, won by the former club in fine style. His victory over Steinitz in
the two games contested by cable must not be forgotten. It is true that
Steinitz deliberately bound a cord round his leg by the lines of play he
adopted, but Tchigorin’s play for all that was of the highest order.

Tchigorin is essentially a brilliant player, daring and fearless, which
however he rarely allows to degenerate into rashness. He has a profound
knowledge of the game, and whilst he accepts many of the principles of
the so called “modern school,” of which Steinitz is the prophet, he does
not allow them to act as fetters on his genius. He is no pedlar, hawking
his wares at a country fair ; his conceptions are grand, his ideas magnificent,
his style chaste. If Steinitz is designed to fall by his hand, he could fall
at the hand of no more worthy foe.

Thus with a less brilliant record, but with greater possibilities in the
future, the younger master will again essay to wrest the sceptre from the
strong hand that has wielded it so long. Whether he succeeds or not,
chess will doubtless be the gainer by an heritage of many fine games.

The only time I have had an opportunity of meeting the great
Russian master was during the progress of the great London Tournament
of 1883. He was then a much slimmer man than Steinitz, with a long
and somewhat square cut face, with short beard of formal cut. Every one
that met him was impressed by his amiable manners and manly deportment,
as well as by a certain modest bearing which characterised him.

A few months ago Herr W. Sonneborn gave to the world some
elaborate figures bearing on the relative merits of the leading tournament
players. The following is one of Herr Sonneborn’s tables, by which the
respective positions of the two rivals may be compared :—
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TOURNAMENT SCORING TABLE, 1867—188¢.

‘Percentageof || 8
GAMES. erme . I‘g § g 4
Tourna- I b4 l 3.55
PLAYERS. ments §ig 558
Played || Won. | Lost. | Tota. || Won. | Lost. || < a.i )
k]
S ]
&
W. Steinitz........ceeeee 1064 | 333 | 140 || 76'07 (2393 | 19572 | 28571
Amos Burn.......ceueeees 82 9 | 121 | 6777|3223 (| 167°50 | 235°18
H. Blackburne...... 1 1954 ggi 285 | 6860 31°40 || 15898 | 234°18
r. Tarrasch ...... 368 | 174 | 54 . 67°59 | 32°41 154°67 | 189°96
S. Winawer 101 52 | 153 | 66-01 | 33°99 || 148°40 | 203°96
I. Gunsberg ..... 1 105 61 | 166 | 63'zg 3675 || 142°39 | 229.63
C. von eleben. 26 71 || 63°38 3662 | 139°00 | 160°94

J. H. Zukertort ...
G. H. Mackenzie

1ot} ggi 154 [ 6591 | 34°00 || 139'62 | 22845
Max Weiss ........

156 |l 64°10|35°90 || 139°57 | 185°00
804 | 53} ['143 [ 62°59|37°41 [ 13546 | 185798

NND QAOOHL ONW NN
->
v

M. L Tchigorin..... ... 684 | 448 | 113 [ 6062 |39°38 | 13175 | 185°32
S. Lipschiitz «.....ceeues 32 18 50 | 6400 3600 | 129°41 | 149°79
B. Englisch............... 67 48 | 115 |[[ 5826 [ 41°74 || 122709 | 150°52

Mason..cceeeerennnnenes 12 || 136§ | 974 | 234 | 58°33 | 41°67 || 118.24 rgros

Schallop... .. .oecueeee 8 65 54 | 119 (5462|4538 || 117°38 | 187°65
Louis Paulsen............ 7 76 69 | 145 |l 52°41(47°59 9864 | 12387
IL E. Bird .....cc0vveeeee 12 |l 111 | 122§ | 234 | 47.65( 52°35 89.90 | 176°00

Of course in judging the players by the standard of this table, the
number of tournaments must be taken into account as well as the
percentages. Looked at in this light I should consider Blackburne’s
average of wins 6860 out of no less than sixteen tournaments, almost if
not quite as good as Steinitz’s 76°07 in seven tournaments ; though on the
other hand the latter’s 195'72 and 285°71 are marvellous high records.

Doubtless by the time these lines appear in the B.C.M., news of
victories and defeats will have already been flashed across the sea, and one
or the other of the two great players may be drawing ahead. In any
case chess players can only say ‘‘ May the best man win.” J.G.C.

Chess editors and all persons engaged in chess work of any kind are
requested to send their names, addresses, and full particulars of their work
to Herr J. Berger, Brockmanngasse 44, Graz, Styria, Austria.
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On the 17th ult,, a match was played at the George Hotel, Trowbridge,
between the Wilts. County Association and the Bath Club. Fourteen
players aside were engaged, and Bath won an exciting match by ten games
to nine.

M. Rosenthal played thirty simultaneous games on Deeember 1st, at
the Cercle des Echecs, Paris, before a large number of spectators. Com-
mencing at g-o p.m. he finished at 2-30 a.m., with the result that he won
twenty-six games, lost one to M. Debost of the Cercle Magenta, and drew
three. A good picture of the contest was published by the Monde
Tltustré.

Forty-eight competitors entered for the annual handicap of the Café
de la Régence, which will be conducted on the eliminating principle.
There will be four prizes, consisting of the entrance fees, and 50 fr. given
by the Café. The annual championship tourney will shortly take place,
towards which the Café has subscribed 100 fr. For the annual tourney
of the Café Magenta there are fifty-four entries.

The new Vienna Club held its annual meeting on December 22nd,
whereat Herr Neumann was again chosen as president, and the other
officers were also re-elected. We have received a copy of the annual
report, from which it appears that the club has been very active during the
past year, and has increased in its numbers from 102 to 134. It has had,
however, to deplore the loss of Herr Bauer, one of its strongest masters,
and the winner of the two matches with Herren Albin and Marco.

An important match was played on the 12th December by telephone
between the British and Liverpool Clubs. Two games were contested
simultaneously and resulted in a victory for the provincial club by one
game and a draw. The Liverpool Club were the first to arrange these
telephone matches, and have now been successful in them against some of
the strongest English clubs. The players for the British Chess Club were :
Game No. 1, Messrs. Donisthorpe, Hoffer, Newnes, M.P., and Trenchard ;
and for Game No. 2, Messrs. Guest, Hirsche, Mundell, and Locock.
The Liverpool players were: No. 1, the Rev. J. Owen, M.A., Messrs.
Caims, Howard, and Kaizer. No. 2, Messrs. Burn, A. Dod, W. W,
Rutherford, and Wellington. We publish the scores elsewhere.

The Austro-Hungarian Chess Association has published a report, which
does not give a very flourishing account of its present position ; for although
invitations to join it and copies of the rules were sent to all the clubs and
players in the empire-kingdom whose addresses were known, it has as yet
obtained only 181 members. Of course, under these circumstances, the
Congress projected for September last had to be abandoned, and the first
one will take place at Vienna, in 1893, provided that the membership is
raised to five hundred. We sincerely trust that the success of the German
Chess Association will in time be attained by that of Austro-Hungary, but
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in order that it should continue to exist at all, it is necessary that clubs and
single players should not any longer hold back, but send in at once their
adhesion, as a duty of patriotism, if for no other reasons.

The chief tournament prize at the Manchester Club—the Bateson
Wood Cup—has been won by one of the youngest members, Mr. C. Coates,
a player of the fourth class. The final score was as follows :—

Class.  Score.

C. Coates....ccervrverranrenes 4 e 2 1st prize (cup and 30s.)
T. B. Wilson .......ccceeeuet I ... 13\ s .
W. Palmer ......ccoeeeeennns 3 e lj}Dmde 2nd and 3rd prizes.
H. W. Hart ............... 2 ... I 4th prize.

The above figures refer only to the final stage, in which the competitors
contested one game with each other to decide the prizes. Each had quali-
fied to take part in the final stage by coming out at the head of their
respective classes in the first stage, Mr. Coates making a clean score of 8,
while out of eight games played Mr. Palmer scored 7, Mr. Hart 6}, and
Mr. Wilson 6. On December 17th, a match was played between Manchester
and Leeds, at the rooms of the former. Sixteen players aside contested, and
the Yorkshiremen were badly beaten by seven to three and six games
drawn.

Our readers will, we doubt not, regret to learn that the widow of the
celebrated master B. Horwitz, is in considerable difficulties. She is now
77 years old, and is living alone in London, in lodgings, with no relation
near her to befriend her. A lady in the North of London, who wishes
that her name shall not be made public, has taken the case up, and in
order to relieve her immediate and pressing pecuniary anxieties, is trying
to dispose of some of the oil and water colour paintings which Mr.
Horwitz, who was a skilful painter, left behind him. The three oil paint-
ings represent Swiss and American scenery, are unmounted, on rolled
canvasses, but in perfect condition and all signed. One picture (£8) is of
the size of 50x 30 inches, and the other two (£6 10s.) 35x 24 inches.
There are in addition several water colour paintings, many framed and
signed, at prices varying from £3 to 41 10s. We trust that we shall be
enabled to enlist the sympathies of more than one of our readers on behalf
of Mrs. Horwitz. It might be possible for a club to purchase one of the
pictures and dispose of it in a raffle (or some similar manner) among the
members, even If the club did not care to retain for its own use and
ornament such an interesting memento. We shall be glad to be the go-
between and make an appointment for any would-be purchaser of the
pictures.—Hackney Mercury.

We cull the following very beautiful game from the New Orleans Times
Democrat. 1t was forwarded by a Parisian correspondent, with the following
comment :—*“ It was recently shown me by one of the frequenters of the
Café de la Rigence, who saw it in one of the German illustrated papers,
probably the Leipzig Zllustrirte Zeitung. My informant adds that he thinks
it was credited to some English paper or periodical, and that it was played
by two Englishmen. More I could not learn. Have you ever seen it before ?”
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Giuoco Piano.

WHITE. BLACK. 9 KtxB P 9 KtxK P!
(UNxkNowN L) (UnkNown IL) 10 K—K 2 10 Q—R 5!
1 P—K 4 1 P—K 4 11 R—B sq 11 Kt—B 7
2 Kt—KB3 2Kt—QB3 12 Ktx P ch 12 K—R sq
3 B—Bg4 3 B—B4 13 P—Q 4 13 BxP !
4 P—B 3 4 Kt—B 3 14 Kt—Q 2 14 BxP
s P—QKt4 5 B—Kt3 15 QxB 15 KtxQch
6 Q—Kt 3 6 Castles 16 K—K sq 16 Kt—Q6dbl.ch
7 Kt—Kt 5 7 BxPch! 17 K—Q sq 17 Q—K 8 ch
8 K—B sq 8 B—Kt 3 | 18 RxQ 18 Kt—B 7 mate.

Senor A. C. Vazquez, in La Strategie, says that after ten or fifteen
years of conceding odds in Mexico, he has acquired some practice of the
game. Experience has shown him the necessity of avoiding exchanging the
pieces from the commencement of the game, until, in short, the inferior player
commits himself. The following variation, he believes, fills the bill. With
it he has accomplished excellent results in Havana. It was designated by
the late Captain Mackenzie, a ¢ Terrible Opening.”

(Remove White’s Queen Knight.)

1 P—QB3 1 P—K 4 5 Castles 5 Q—R 4
2 Q—B 2 2 P—Q4 6 K—Kt sq 6 Kt—B 3
3 P—Q3 3 Kt—K B3 7 P—K R 3 7 B—K 3
4 B—Q2 4 P—B 4 8 P—K 3 8 B—K 2

White proceeds 9 P—K Kt 4. Variation :—5..., Kt—B 3; 6 P—K B 4,
B—Q 3; 7 P—K Kt 3, Castles; 8 P—K 4, Q—B 2; 9 P—B 5, &c.

In both cases, says the writer, White has a good position for attack,
always reckoning on the inferiority of the opponent. The ‘‘Debut Vazquez”
is singular in this, that on matter how Black plays, White can always make
the five first moves given above. Senor Vasquez hopes that the masters
will analyse this opening and make their opinions known.—Baltimore
Sunday News.

On Saturday, December 19th, a match was played at the Athenzum,
Glasgow, between the Hillhead Club and the Second Team of the Glasgow
Score

Club. Sheriff Spens and Mr. J. R. Jackson acted as adjudicators.
with the Hillhead Club arranged in alphabetical order :—
HILLHEAD. GLASGOW SECOND TEAM.

W. Black J. R. Longwell........ooe urnennnns
A. Dickie .. H. F. Mitchell ...
W. Fair .ccceevenenene A. G. Muir.......ccoeeinenn.

E. C. Hedderwick .cc.ccoevccecenninnans

....................................
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A. H. Seligmann ........... cesesnene esee 0 1 A, Macfarlane.....cc....
H. L. Seligmann, Junr. ..ccccoveeennee oo {L Greenlees
W. Seligmann ........... sesesseccssescee 10 C. Lyness
{!'VJ' Wingate.. .00 W. H. Morris
. B. Wingate .11 G.S. Buchanan.....
1
'A?l‘}udiuted.

The competition for the Chess Trophy given by the proprietors of the
Newcastle Weekly Chronicle has begun with the enormous entry of one
hundred and twelve competitors, who have been handicapped into five
classes. The rules governing the contest are as follows :—

1.—The competition will be open to players residing in the counties of Northum-
berland, Durham, Cumberland, Westmoreland, and the town of Middlesbrough-on-Tees.

2.—An entrance fee of one shilling will be charged, and the proceeds will form a
prize fund for first, second, and third winners.

3.—Players will be divided into five classes, and will receive the usual odds of
“Pawn and Move,” ¢ Pawn and Two Moves,” ¢ Knight,” and ‘‘ Rook.” Entrants will
be handicapped by the Chess Editor, and, in case of dispute, the decision of the Editor
of the Weekly Chronicle will be final.

4.—The players will be drawn by ballot in pairs; the winner of the first game in
the first round will be the victor, and will be drawn in the next round. In the second and
subsequent rounds the best of two es will decide the heats.

5.—The final winner will take first prize, and will hold the Trophy for one year,
subject to giving a satisfactory undertaking for its safe custody,

6.—Play will be arranged between pairs by the Chess Editor, and may take place
at Newcastle-on-Tyne, but can be played elsewhere by agreement between the players,
with the consent of the Chess Editor.

7.—The rules governing the play will be those given in Staunton’s Ciess Praxis.

8.— Ali:ih\yer may claim to enforce a time-limit of twenty moves per hour.

9.—. fnmes must be Qlayed over the board, and, if possible, at one or other of
the numerous clubs in the district.

10,—The scores of all games must be recorded, and a copy sent to the Chess Editor
by the winner.

11.—The Editor of the Weckly Chronicle reserves the right to alter or abrogate all
or any of the above rules in the event of their being found to be unsatisfactory.

On Thursday, December 17th, at the Exchange Café, Bradford, a
meeting of the committee of the West Yorkshire Chess Association was
held for the purpose of taking a ballot for the order of play in the Wood-
house Cup and Bradford Observer Trophy contests. Representatives
of thirteen clubs were present. Eight clubs having entered for the cup, it
will this year be conducted on the “sudden death ” principle.  The ballot
was as follows :—

FIrsT ROUND, January 9th, 1891. SECOND ROUND, Ja.nuu{) 3oth,
A—Dewsbury v. Sheffield, at Dewsbury, E—Winner of B v. winner of D.
B—Halifax v. Leeds, at Halifax. F—Winner of C v. winner of A.
C—Hull v. Huddersfield, at Hull. FINAL ROUND, February 13th.

D—Bradford v. Wakefield, at Bradford. G—Winner of F v. winner of E.

Thirteen clubs entered for the Bradford Observer Trophy, and for the
purpose of avoiding byes in the subsequent rounds three pairs only were
balloted to play the first round, the remaining five having byes.

B
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FirsT ROUND, January 23rd. SzcoND ROUND, February 6th.
A—Leeds D. and C. v. Headingley, at | I—Winner of E v. winner of D.

Leeds. —Winner of A v. winner of B.
B—Heckmondwike v. Woodlesford, at —Winner of G v. winner of F.

Heckmondwike. L—Winner of C v. winner of H.
C—Bndfor'd Liberal v. Ilkley, at Bradford. THizD RoUND, Feb 26th.
D—Burley, M-—Winner of L v. winner of I.
E—Farsley N—Winner of K v. winner of J.
F—Morley Byes.
G—Harrogate FiNAL RounD, March sth,
H—Leeds Blenheim O—Winner of M v. winner of N.

In all cases except the final round for the Trophy the matches will be played
at the rooms of the first-named club. The final round for the Trophy will
be played on neutral ground.

In answer to my question on the subject, Mr. Tchigorin desired me to
correct a mis-statement, which has made the rounds in various newspapers
in different languages, and has created some sensation in and outside of
chess circles. It is to the effect that the St. Petersburg Chess Club has
joined in or imitated the Government persecutions of the Jews, and has
reduced their admission to the club to a small percentage. Mr. Tchigorin’s
account of the matter is that there was no doubt a split in the St. Petersburg
Chess Club, but it was in no way connected with any anti-Semitic move-
ment as has been represented. The club was ultimately re-organised with
fifty-three members, who, according to the statutes, are chartered as
“founders,” with some privileges. At no time previous had the club more
than three members of the Jewish persuasion, and one of them is now
among the new * founders,” who will have the right of balloting for the
admission of new entrances until the number of members reaches one
hundred. After that the balloting will take place among all the members
with the exception in case of Jews, whose admission will have to be decided
among the privileged fifty-three original “founders.” The latter provision
was not intended as a sort of disqualification, but was on the contrary
enacted with the view of protecting the Jews against the prejudices which
were more likely to prevail among a larger number of new members than
among the “founders,” of whom hardly any can be suspected of anti-
Semitic tendencies. Mr. Friedland, who belongs to the Jewish persuasion,
and who during his twenty years’ residence in St. Petersburg, was for
several years an enthusiastic member of the local chess club, corroborates
Mr. Tchigorin’s statements and views. Chess amateurs all over the world
will no doubt be glad to learn that the discreditable stigma cast on a
distinguished chess society which prominently patronises and cultivates our
noble cosmopolitan pastime does not seem to rest on a true foundation.—
Steinits in the New York Tribune.

There has been considerable activity in London chess circles since
the commencement of the winter season. It was hoped that a master
tournament would have been held before the year ended, but this could
not be brought about in time. One will be held in January, under the
auspices of the British Chess Association,
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That hardy annual, the monster winter tournament at the City of
London Chess Club, has this year been an unqualified success. Added
interest has been given to it from the fact that the fate of the club
championship was involved in it so far as the top three sections are
concerned. Play in these sections was nearly completed when play was
suspended for the Christmas holidays, to be resumed on the 4th January.
The position of affairs then was that in No. 1 section Mr. Mocatta was
leading with a score of 7 out of 9; in No. 2 section Mr. Moriau and Mr.
Ward-Higgs have tied, and will have to play off; in No. 3 section Dr.
Smith is first with 54 out of 7, whilst Mr. Gibbons is 4} out of 6. The
ultimate winners of these three sections play off for the championship.
Amongst the second class players Mr. Ward is the absolute winner of one
section ; Messrs. Maas and Kenning are leading in another ; whilst Messrs.
Booth and Beckhofer lead in the remaining section. Mr. Jas. Kershaw’s
handsome prize, a specially carved set of ivory Staunton chess-men, is now
on view in the rooms of the club.

The Saturday afternoon meetings have been resumed and have been
well attended. Mr. Gunsberg inaugurated them by an exhibition of
simultaneous play, and Messrs. Curnock, Loman, and Moriau during one
afternoon gave an exhibition of blindfold play, Mr. Curnock having four
opponents, Mr. Loman six, and Mr. Moriau six, each player acquitting
himself in brilliant style. As all three are amateurs only and are regular
playing members of the club, some idea may be formed of the material
Mr. Adamson has at his call when a serious encounter is pending.

Play in the handicap tournament of the British Chess Club has been
suspended for the Christmas holidays. The present state of the score
sheet is: Trenchard 8, Locock 6%, Cope 4, Gwinner 3}, Mundell 3},
Smith 33, Davis 334, Ward-Higgs 33, Hanford 24, Brin-Roberts 2%,
Breese 24, Hoffer 2, and Ridpath 2. A match between the British and the
Athenzum was played on the 17th ult,, and resulted in a draw, each side
scoring ten games.

Play has proceeded very smoothly in the senior club competition, and
the Ludgate Circus Club has been giving a good account of itself.

Mr. Gunsberg has been laid up with a serious attack of congestion of
the lungs, but is now out of danger though yet very weak.

On December 17th, Mr. Tinsley played eighteen games simultaneously,
at the Fitzroy Club, Fitzroy Street, winning sixteen and losing two. The
players who were successful were Messrs. Williams (President of the Club)
and Simons.

We have pleasure in publishing, this month, the first of a series of
¢ Letters from Russia,” and hope, if space permits, to continue them regu-
larly throughout the present volume. They are from the pen of a well-
known Russian student and player, who being fully in touch with the game
in his own country, is in a position to speak authoritatively upon all that
concerns it there. That Russian chess will in the immediate future have
an interest for Western players is certain, whatever may be the result of the
forthcoming match. The game is only in its infancy in the country, and
may be expected to gain rapidly in popular favour ; the few national players
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who have visited us have shown that their standard of play is at least as
high as ours, and if, as is highly probable, a St. Petersburg international
tournament is announced, there is more than the bare chance of a St
Petersburg player winning it.

LETTERS FROM RUSSIA.

The history of chess in Russia is not a very long one, dating only
from the early part of last century. The game was probably introduced
into the country by the Jesuit missionaries, who possessed no small skill
in it, and who are known to have been the teachers of many strong native
players. For some years, however, Russian players did not attain anything
beyond a local reputation, and it was not until Petroff appeared among
them, early in the present century, that they were known at all in Western
Europe. Petroff, one of the strongest players of his day, was the first in
our country to take up purely theoretical work. He is the inventor of the
well-known defence bearing his name—a defence still in vogue, although
discounted like many others by later analyses. He published 1n 1824 a
bandbook of chess and draughts, and left behind him several valuable
analyses of openings. Between 1850 and 1859 he visited Paris and Vienna,
where he successfully encountered the strongest local players. It was this
visit in fact that established his reputation in foreign chess circles.
Contemporary with Petroff appeared Jaenisch, also celebrated for his
analyses, Prince Ourossoff, and Schoumow, the two last being counted
among the strongest national players. Shortly after them (1860-1869)
comes Schiffers, who, defeating nearly everyone with whom he came in
contact, rapidly rose to the first place; and Winawer, who still contests
successfully in international tournaments. Tchigorin appears in 1876, and
after a short but successful record against national players, made the first
bid for his international reputation in the Vienna Tournament of 1881.
Of late years the records of Russian chess show a constantly increasing
popularity. St. Petersburg is, as may be supposed, the home of the
greatest number of players, and there was for some time a severe struggle
for supremacy at the capital club. Alapin, Ascharin, Beskrowny, Schiffers,
Schoumoff, Tchigorin, and Winawer are players who would make doubtful
the result of any contest; but Tchigorin, defeating Schiffers who was at
first successful, slowly but surely gained first place, and has since maintained
it. In Moscow, Soloutzoff and Schmidt maintain local play at a high
standard, while Chardin and Sinitzen show that first-class strength is to be
found far away from the great centres of population. The men we have
mentioned have indeed been instrumental in promoting the study of the
game throughout Russia, and they have had the satisfaction of realizing
that their efforts in this direction are appreciated by their countrymen
generally.

Chess literature is represented by two periodicals: one published
at St. Petersburg, under the editorship of Messrs. Makaroff and Otto,
and devoted exclusively to the game; and the other dating from
Moscow, and treating of chess and draughts, edited by Messrs. Robroff
and Sargen,
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We have not many chess clubs, although the number is yearly
increasing. St. Petersburg boasts of two, the St. Petersburg and
the Economists. The rooms of the former are most elegantly fitted up,
and in this respect compare favourably with many of the most noted clubs
of the west. Both are open daily and are well attended. The Economists
began their annual handicap on the 23rd October last. There are three
classes, and the odds are given, not in the games, as is usual with you, but
in the score. If a player in Class II. wins his game against an opponent
in Class I, he counts two points; if Class III. beats Class I., he counts
three points; and the highest scorer is club champion for the year. Just
now, of course, the topic of paramount interest is the Steinitz-Tchigorin
match. OQur champion left St. Petersburg on the 31st October, and we
have recently heard of his safe arrival at New York, after a short stay at
Paris. The forthcoming match is one really of international importance.
Steinitz has held the position of chess king for twenty-five years—since
the death of Morphy—and during that time but few players have appeared
who have been capable of contesting, even, his superiority. Tchigorin,
his latest and most dangerous rival, seems to have all the qualities that go
to make the perfect chess-player. Gifted with a remarkable memory and
a splendid faculty of combination, he adds to these advantages immense
theoretical knowledge. His over-the-board analyses are profound and
withal so correct that there is probably no living player who approaches
him in judgment of position.

Of late years Steinitz has entirely altered his style of play. He has,
of course, gained in experience (no other player, except perhaps Black-
burne, has had such experience in play), but, on the other hand, his talent
and imagination, unhampered by the principles of the so-called Modern
School, were more powerful in his younger days. Should he win, his
principles will undoubtedly receive a new enforcement ; but should he be
defeated, there will be something like a revolution—a glad throwing off of
unwelcome restrictions—in the chess world and a glad reversion to older
and more attractive, if theoretically less correct methods.

1t is highly probable that this match will be followed by the announce-
ment of another international tournament to take place early in 189a.
St. Petersburg owes a debt of long standing to foreign players who have
not once been our guests, and when to this fact is added the well known
wish of the chief Russian players to cross swords with their foreign
brethren, the opportunity of doing so is not likely to be long in coming,

Ursus Major.

OBITUARY.

The news of the almost sudden death of the Rev. W. Grundy, head
master of Malvern College, will be received with much regret by a large
circle of chess players. As an undergraduate of Worcester College,
Oxford, Mr. Grundy joined the University Chess Club, and made his first
appearance as one of its champions in the annual match with Cambridge,
in 1877. Being soon after elected fellow and lecturer of his college, he
was unable to give much time to chess, and in 1878 he left the University
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-to' take a mastership at his old school, Rossall. Here he remained till 1881,
when he was elected head master of the King’s School, Warwick, which he
succeeded in raising from a low ebb to great prosperity. At this period
his former passion for chess seems to have revived, so that in 1883 he held
at the school, during the Christmas holidays, a large meeting of amateurs
of the game, and in the chief tourney he tied with Mr. Aspa, of Leaming-
ton, for the first prize. In 1885 he obtained the head mastership of
Malvern College, and the same excellent judgment and administrative
‘powers which had served him at Warwick, were employed in the new
sphere to raise the number of boys from under two hundred to three
hundred and thirty, and also greatly to improve the achievements and
moral tone of the school. Although now unable to give much time to
chess, Mr. Grundy occasionally took part in the matches of the Worcester
Club, of which he was a member, and in the holidays he was a frequent
visitor to the Divan, in London, where he invariably chose the strongest
player present as his opponent. His death was caused by a chill, which
he caught after playing a game of fives on December 1st, and his illness
-lasted only four days.

- We have received, too late unfortunately for notice this month, a copy
of Chess Endings, a companion to Chess Openings Ancient and Modern.
The editor is our valued contributor, Mr. E. Freeborough, whose name is
of itself a guarantee that the work is in every sense trustworthy and
complete. The glance we have taken through it shows us an arrangement
admirably clear and a liberality in illustration such as will render the
_reader independent of his board and men. The volume is well printed in
fine clear type, its size is suitable, and its binding plain and serviceable.
Of its contents we hope to speak fully in our next issue, '

The Chess Player's Vade Mecum, by G. H. D. Gossip (London, Ward
& Downey). This little work challenges comparison with Mr. James
Mortimer’s well-known Pocket Book, with which, in scope and arrangement,
it is almost identical. It is the same price as the latter work, but is of
slightly larger size and printed in bigger type, though it is not so servicably
bound. The notation is in our opinion an improvement upon that used
by Mr. Mortimer, being the most concise form available for our method.
Suchi books as these are of service only to stndents who are fairly well
advanced, and to them B K 3 is just as intelligible as B—K 3, and takes up

A2
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less room. Mr. Gossip is singularly unfortunate, however, in the explanation
of his symbols, which, of course, are those generally adopted. He says, for
instance, that the sign + denotes “the better game” when written “above
the line,” and “the inferior game ” when written “ below the lime.” This is
really too gobd a bull to be marred by any ungracious attempts at elucida-
tion. Again, the sign = denotes, not “ equal moves,” whatever these may
be, but an equal game, and is so used throughout the work. For the rules
a very useful abstract is given of the code published in connection with the
London Tournament of 1883, which, of course, may be accepted as of
high authority. At the same time, it should be borne in mind that such
questions as the choice of penalties for a false move, the privilege of
moving the King as in Castling when the odds of a Rook have been given,
and the dummy Pawn, are yet under discussion, and have yet to be settled
by an international committee. The note on page 11, it may be mentioned,
is unnecessary, the rule it refers to being quite intelligible.

Mr. Gossip’s arrangement of the openings is better than Mr.
Mortimer’s, since the latter attempts an impossible distinction between
games and gambits. The former, however, in future editions of the Vade
Mecum, might as well remove the Jerome Gambit to its proper place under
the K Kt openings. The variations quoted have been selected with much care
and judgment, the space allotted to each game being generally proportionate
to its importance or popularity. The Evans Gambit, however, should have
better treatment, and the student’s attention might have been called to
the difficult Max Lange Attack. The “so called Pierce Gambit” [why
not the so called Evans Gambit ?—Ed.] is dismissed in a way that would
lead one to suppose Mr. Gossip knew nothing about it.

SCORING IN GAME AND SOLUTION TOURNEYS.

Cricket, like many other games, has a decided advantage over chess
in one respect, in that the scoring is more precise. So many runs made
on each side; game won 8y so muck. This distinction is, however, more
on the surface than at first sight appears: for, in chess, the scoring goes
on, as it were, throughout the game at each move. In fact, were it
possible to have a chess calculus, we might estimate exactly from time to
time the chances on each side: and this is done, more or less roughly, by
analysts, The question we wish to start is one somewhat akin to the
above, namely, whether in chess matches it would not be practicable to
establish some fairer scoring than that which obtains at present. At
present we have three very simple and unmistakable records on the tables.
Appended to each name in a long line are the figures 1, §, o, in varied
repetition. Delightful simplicity! And what so easy as to add these
whole numbers and fractions together and classify accordingly ?

That the result is even an approximation to the powers of the players
as exhibited, we very much doubt ; nay, we are pretty certain that in many
cases it is wholly misleading. The play of the defeated player is often
(though it may seem paradoxical to say so) superior to that of the winner.
He may win through sheer accuracy without one scintillation of genius all
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through the game. The other, after working up the position to some
brilliant combination, may lose through overlooking some slight attack or
defence, and not through any merit of his opponent, who may have seen
nothing whatever of the ten-move-deep manceuvre.

The winner should undoubtedly score at least 1, but why losers should
all be adjudged o, under every circumstance, it is difficult to see. Some
games are won so brilliantly that they are worth more than 1. Why not
2, 3, &c.? Might not a committee of pundits be formed in every tourney
whose function it would be to allot proper marks to the players for play,
force and strength of position at the close, in accordance with certain rules
laid down. The innovation would probably be relished by few at first,
but this is the case with many good innovations. It would also, no doubt,
be very difficult to establish principles on which to settle fair marking, but
this has been done in problem tourneys, why not therefore in games, which
often are, atter all, problems written large, as may be seen by studying
some of the magnificent games in Chess Exemplified! It may be urged
that there are considerable differences of opinion among judges as to the
marking of problems. This is true; nevertheless, when there are three or
more judges, and a mean is taken of the marks allotted by each judge to
the problems, the results are, on the whole, fairly satisfactory. It is

- frequently the practice now for a judge in tourneys to give the reasons for

his estimate of a problem as regards style and idea: and this again is a

good innovation. We might ‘gang warily’ in the same steps in games;

and this is indeed sometimes done in the excellent nofes appended to
es.

Then with regard to draws, why should they always be  to each,
when one man’s play may have been inferior or one force stronger than
the other? Why not §: § say, or any other fractions? It is perfectly
true that the ultimate object of each side is to win or check-mate, and
when this is done, all is done ; and when this is not done, as much credit is
due to one player as to the other. From one point of view this is the
case, but not when the question is, what is the value of the chess
exhibited? How has the battle been fought? Where is the finesse? On
which side, or where on both, all that makes the game valuable or
otherwise? If these points are considered, we are in a higher arithmetic
altogether, and our simple addition has become compound—perhaps a
little more complex even than that. But if we are intent on doing justice
to the competitors and giving them their fair awards of honour and
pudding, we ought not to mind the trouble: otherwise, if our remarks are
sound, these tourneys must be to a great extent farces. We onlookers and
students derive the benefit of seeing and enjoying the good play, but the
order of the names as they appear may be little better than the order of
shuffled cards. That this is recognised in a blind sort of way is evident by
the offer generally of a special prize for the most brilliant game. Where
there are twelve competitors and single games, sixty-six games are played,
and there should be at least six valuable prizes given for the best games.

This leads us to a brief consideration of the Sonneborn and Teed
systems, respecting which, letters appeared in the B.C.M. in 1890 (see
vol. x. pp. 200, 201, 238, 494, and 495). Teed’s system is supposed to
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correct the inequalities of Sonneborn’s, but that it fails to do so, the latter
seems to have satisfactorily proved, while alleging that his scoring does take
into account what a player has failed to accomplish, inasmuch as each
player knows that he must do his best to defeat the strongest players,
because such games count more than the same number of games won
against weaker players. This is true enough. The only question is
whether it -may not count too much. Is it satisfactorily proved that the
principle is equally fair to all and exact/y indicates the relative play?

We take leave to doubt this, and for these reasons. In the first place,
its working is automatic and has only an indirect bearing on the actual
chess exhibited. But our main objection is this: the principle appears to
be that each player is represented by the number of games he wins.
Allowing that this is just for the sake of argument, it certainly seems
wrong, if A wins of B, to add the won game to the number of games B
wins, divided by the total number he plays. As the game one player wins
of another is really a function of a function, instead of addition we should
have multiplication : that is, assuming the representative number of each

- player to be the number of games he wins, this should be multiplied by
the number of games each of his defeated opponents wins, and the sum
total, added to his own score, will represent his ultimate play.

Thus, to take the case which Sonneborn gives on p. 237, vol. x, A’s
score would be represented by 3+3 (3+2+1)=21; B’s, 3+3(2+1+1)
"=15; Cs,2+2(1+1)=6; Ds,1+1x1=2; E's, 1+1x3=4.

A B C D E
A - w w w L
B L bt w w w
C L L — w w
D L L L —_ w
E w L L L —

In Sonneborn’s system A and B are bracketed 15, Cis 6, D 3, E 4.
The anomaly here is that in D’s score (say) E is represented by 1 (the
game he has won of A), but in E’s score the same game is represented by
3, because E has beaten A. This seems hardly satisfactory, and the same
apparent absurdity holds both in Sonneborn’s and Teed’s systems. It is
_clear that the three w’s, for instance, in B’s score are not of equal value
(1), and yet they are supposed to be so, as a first approximation to arrive

" at what is considered a just result. )
It is difficult, however, to suggest any other better way of considering
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«the subject, as the unknown functions are the very quantities (and the
only ones) we have to deal with in order to arrive at the true estimates.

Teed’s system seems to us unsound, because it reckons lost games as
negative quantities. If a lost game is reckoned as —1 and a won game
as +1, it makes the difference between two players, one of whom wins a
game of the other, 2 instead of 1.

It may be of interest to tabulate the results of our reckoning and
Sonneborn’s in the London International Tourney. The numbers are
very different, but two curious points are to be noted: both Sonneborn
and ourselves disturb the order of Blackburne and Tchigorin, also of
Mackenzie and Englisch. In the tourney the first two were respectively
third and fourth, and we make them fourth and third. Again Englisch,
Mackenzie, and Mason were bracketed equal (154); we separate them,
putting Mackenzie first, Englisch second, and Mason third. The results
are as below :—

L.LT. Sonneborn. Our Reckoning.
ZUKERTORT 22 300 605
STEINITZ 19 236 401
BLACKBURNE ... 164 197 284
TCHIGORIN 16 213 301
EncGLI1scH 15 183 245
Mackenzie 15 190 25§
MasoN 15 179 236
ROSENTHAL 14 178% . 215
WINAWER . 13 150 163
Birp ... 12 141} 140
Noa ... 9 116 87
SELMAN 6 88 41
MORTIMER 3 67 13
SKIPWORTH 3 45 6

In some respects the differences are very marked in columns 2 and 3.

So much for the automatic reckoning. This should at least be
combined with the chess displayed, by grouping games into (say) three
classes of merit, if it is found impossible to mark them as problems, and
then applying the automatic rule to each. By these two methods adupted
together we may be able to arrive at a much fairer and more satisfactory
order than at present obtains.

We should have noted that in dealing with draws, the best way to
take them into account would seem to be to reckon that each player had
won of the other, and count their scores on that supposition and then
halve the results.

As we are on the subject of tourneys, we may wind up by a few
supplementary observations on the marking now adopted in solution
tourneys. The truth is, solvers have now become so wary and expert, and
the artifices of the problem composer are so limited, that where, years ago,
one solver might be found to a three-mover there are now a hundred. ‘'T'o
keep the ball of solving going, therefure (for what is the good of providing
problems when there are no solvers P—and, as a rule, the number dwindles
painfully down towards zero when there are no prizes), extra marks are
given to those who detect the duals, triples, &c., which may lurk in
problems. Unless some such plan is adopted, all or nearly all would win
Prizes, and the distinction conferred would vanish. This is the way the
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matter is regarded, but here again we consider the principle wrong, unless
it is maintained that those are entitled to score highest who are able to
devote the enormous time and patience requisite to find out all the weak
points of a problem. All the fine flavour of it evaporates in the process.
No real problem lover will care to go in for this kind of thing long. It is
infinitely worse that being the textual emendator of some old Greek play.
Were there no force in our objection or sufficient reason on the other side
to counterbalance it, the marking which is prevalent in such contests seems
to us ludicrously unequal. For instance, to the solver of a three-mover
two points are allotted ; for a dual, one point; a triple, two; &c. So that
supposing a three-mover has two duals and four triples (the actual case ina
recent problem published), the total points scored are twelve, of which
only two are given for the key-move !

No; if we want to discover the dest solvers (not merely those who
have the most grit and can pick out all the flaws in a problem), let us set
them at problems becoming more and more difficult. If they do all the
three-movers, give them four-movers, then five-ers, sui-mates, &c. They
must get separated at last. All this is boredom to the editor, perhaps, but
it seems to have become part of his function now.

It might prove of service if a Problem Association were formed, to
which members might contribute their productions, from which editors
might be allowed to draw when necessary, if members of the society. To
keep the thing going, some annual subscription would have to be levied.
By this means no chess editor need at any time be at a loss for good
original problems: and thus provision would be made for all—chess
editors, composers, and solvers. The machine wants oil as well as coal to
keep it going. J. Pierce.

A VACATION RAMBLE AND A CONSULTATION.
By Cuarrzs ToMLINSON, F.R.S.

ParT I,

A man who was dining out, found himself seated next to a celebrated physician ;
and after describing to him certain symptoms which made him uneasy, he asked what
one should take? The answer was, *‘ Take Advice!”

It was the last day of term: the college hall was filled with professors
and students and visitors, including a large number of ladies in their best
bonnets and dolly-vardens (that singular article of dress being then in
vogue). The principal of the college had secured a Royal Duke for the
chair, and he in his speech told the students that ¢ if they kept on in the
straight line of duty, they would neither turn to the right hand nor to the
left,” which seemed sufficiently obvious. The other speeches were rose
coloured, so that everything passed off well: the prizegiving, the
compliments, and congratulations, &c. At length the proceedings
terminated. I hung up my cap and gown, and departed with the pleasant
feeling inspired by the prospect of a three months’ vacation in which to
recruit. I had been suffering from over work—literary labour, lectures, and
college pupils at home, whom I had to look after in /loco parentis.. My
most alarming symptom was failure of sight. I therefore determined to
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consult the celebrated German oculist, the Hofrath von Lowe, of Grifrath,
in Rhenish Prussia. .
Taking no more luggage than what could be got into a small hand bag,
I secured a passage on board a Dutch steamer bound for Rotterdam. So
one morning, at the end of July, I found myself as it were in a foreign
land, among Dutchmen and women. The latter displayed some good
specimens of their peculiar style of beauty, dark eyes and hair, fair skin,
plump figure, and sentimental expression. In the cabin were vases
containing gold and silver fish—the artificial with a touch of the natural,
which the Dutch love. Their villas are more cockneyfied than our cockney
villas, Some of their highly-finished works of art represent comfortable
interiors and domestic scenes, and there is a happy well-to-doness about
the people. In the cabin I found German and Dutch newspapers, each
containing funny bits; these seemed to me to be poor and laboured,
although I was conscious that the humour of one nation can seldom be
comprehended by another. I have looked with the utmost gravity on
caricatures which have set a German laughing, or have asked him to explain
things of which I could not see the fun, but which made him giggle.
When a man of genius, of whatever nation, is a humorist, his fun is of
the broadest ; so broad as to include human nature, and consequently is
intelligible to mankind in general. But the fun of smaller men is local
and personal, and hence difficult for an outsider to understand. There is
also a species of fun that belongs to every trade and profession, to an office
and even to a family. Each one of these may have its jokes, which are not
intelligible out of its own circle ; even the kitchen has its jokes, which are
ill understood in the parlour. All this is natural enough and excusable, but
we look for genuine humour and breadth of treatment in such a man as
Lessing. 1In the paper before me was an epigram on a bad poet, which is
not without point, though hardly worthy of so great a name :—
*Gebt ihm vom Lethe, damit er vergisst
Dass er als Dichter vergessen ist.”
¢¢Let him of Lethe drink, if so he might
Forget that he as poet is forgotten quite.”
This is superb compared with another epigram in the paper before me, by
an unknown hand :(—
¢“Weiberziingen ! O gesteht
Schweigen konnt ihr nicht,
Eher glaub’ ich, dass ein Weib
Ohne zunge spricht1”
““Oh! women’s tongues! confess that ye
Can never cease to rattle,
I’'ll sooner think, without a tongue
A woman still would prattle.”

Thus in a dreamy mood I passed my time, enjoying the fresh air of
the sea, and the blue sky, until dinner-time. After dinner I dozed a little
in the cabin, then ordered a cup of coffee and a cigar to be taken on deck,
under the awning. On my arrival there, I found a man seated before a
chess board, with that kind of puzzled look that indicates an unsolved
position. On taking my seat near him, he said: “Welll I've solved a
good many problems in four moves, but this beats me hollow!” I asked
him where he got it from, and he showed me the chess column of
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some county paper, which gave the problem, but not the composer’s name.
I recognized it at once as an old friend. It was Calvi’s celebrated four-
mover, and I told my new acquaintance something of its history. One
evening Calvi entered the Caf¢ de la Régence, at Paris, and said “I've got a
puzzler for you!” “In how many moves?” ‘Four!” ‘“Oh! we'll soon
solve that!” The position was set up on some half a dozen boards, and
was studied until the hour for closing arrived, but no one had solved it.
Little Alexandre (who introduced the problem to the London clubs) told
me, that on leaving the Caf%, about ten p.m., he returned to his lodging,
set up the position, and again studied it, but in vain ; he then went to bed,
but could not sleep, when about two a.m., an idea occurred to him, which
seemed likely to complete the solution. He jumped out of bed, struck a
light, made the fourth move, and called out Mate/ After this Morpheus
condescended to fold him in his arms.

My fellow passenger listened to all this with evident interest, and then
asked whether I had succeeded in solving the problem. I replied that
I was present when Hutman in his little divan, opposite the stage door of
Drury Lane Theatre, introduced the problem to his customers. Several
players, and some of them strong ones, set up the position, but no one
solved it. An antagonist of mine named Dodd, who was clever in cracking
such chess nuts as this, betted that he would produce the solution next
day. I did the same and had a disturbed night in consequence, but unlike
Alexandre, the correct move did not occur to me until next morning, after
breakfast. Ten minutes after this successful cup, Dodd appeared,
triumphant in his bearing. He produced a sealed paper, containing his
solution, and requested me to seal up mine in the same manner, so that
Hutman might open them and declare the names of the correct solvers.
We were both found to have succeeded, and two others shared with us the
honour. Problems have advanced so much in subtle construction since
the time referred to, that modern composers will probably smile at all these
details. But the problem nevertheless is a good one, and opened up a
new line of strategy.

My companion said he thought
he had made the first three moves-
correctly, namely :—

WHITE. BLACK.

1 QxPatKgch 1 KxQ
2 Kt(KB7)—Q6ch2z K x Kt
3P—QB4gch 3 KxKt
And he could not ¢for the life ot
him see how mate was to be given
at the next move. White has sac-
rificed all his pieces, and the only
thing he can do is to queen his
Pawn, but that does not even check,
still less mate.”

“But don’t you know,” I said,
“that when a Pawn arrives at the 8th
square, you may claim. for it any

BLACK.

WHITE.
pigce that you like!”
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“Oh! what an ass I've been,” exclaimed he, “ not to think of that!
Of course the Pawn becomes a Knight and gives mate.”
“I could show you” I said, “positions in which the P becoming
a Q gives stale mate, but becoming a R or a minor piece, mate is

possible.”

“You seem to know a good deal about chess,” said my companion,
“ suppose we have a game at the odds of a Kt.”

“ Do you propose to give me a Kt?” I asked.

“No! tother way.”

““That may be dangerous,” I said. “Chess teaches caution. Suppose
we play a game even.”

The man shook his head.

“Well1” I said, “I don’t object to play a man on his own terms, so I

give Q Kt.”

I opened a K Kt game, and he adopted the Petroff Defence. At the
19th move I played Q to K Kt 3, intending to capture his K R P, but he
imprudently advanced his K Kt P to the 4th, when the game was continued

thus :(—

9 Q—Q Kt 3
10 Q—R 4 ch
11 P—QKt 4
12 BxKt

BLACK.

O~ N h D N~

WHITE.
P—K Kt 4
K—R 2
R—Kt sq
K—Kt 2
KxR
K—Kt 3
K B—-Q sq
K—Kt 2

BLACK.
1 R—B6

2 BxKtP

3 RxRPch

4 BxQdis. ch
5 Q—R 4 ch

6 R—K B sq

7 R—B 6 ch

8 Q—R 6 mate.

My companion then said he

should like to see

how I played the

defence in the odds of P and two.
Whereupon we had the following
game, which being short, I may be
permitted to give entire.

[Remove Black’s K B P.]

WHITE.
13 Q Kt—Q 2
14 Castles (@)
15 Q B—Q Kt 2
16 QO—QR 3
17 RxB

18 Q—R 6

19 QxQBP
20 QxK Pch
21 Q—Q B6
22 Q—K B 3
23 Kt—K 4

24 KtxQ

(a) If he capture the P he loses a piece.

BLACK.
Castles
Kt—Q 4
P—Q Kt 4
Kt—K 6
RxR
QxKtP
QR—KB
K—R
Q—KBs
Q—Kt 4
RxQ
Mates in two.
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Chat and chess occupied us till bedtime. The vibration of the
engine and want of ventilation made sleep uneasy. Rose at five and went
on deck, with a stupid sort of feeling, which the bright morning, the fresh
air, and a cup of coffee dispelled. Landed at Rotterdam at six, survived
the chaotic disturbance of the custom house, went to the Bath Hotel and
breakfasted, then took a stroll in the streets, where so much is new and
strange, but human nature still the same. There were pleasant-looking
picturesque damsels, with mops, and brooms, and much chatter; children
going to school, tradesmen opening their shops and in some cases
displaying tawdry finery. In a bookseller's window, I noticed a volume of
love letters, with a very fat Cupid on the wrapper—a selection of models
of style for capturing the susceptible female Dutch heart. Fancy a man
copying out one of these letters for his lady love, and she probably
knowing or suspecting the source of all the fine things said therein, and
yet pleased with such second-hand tenderness. Indeed, we are taken in
with flattery, even when we are suspicious of its source, for if the giver
does not think it true, the receiver does. Some of the shops displayed
more substantial love offerings than these epistles, namely, huge cakes of
ginger-bread, with the well-worn motto,—

¢ VERGESS MEIN NIT,”

done in white sugar. Certainly a substantial gift to be remembered by.
In the window of a kind of news shop was a paper, supposed to be comic,
in which I read another attack on the loquacity of lovely woman :—

““ De tong der vrowen is de digen, sij laten denselven mimmer roesten.”

This may be witty in Holland, and doubtless a quarrelsome Dutch woman
isnotanagreeable companion. The women I saw herelooked good humoured
and contented: qualities that always assist beauty and even confer it.
But they are so exquisitely clean! And what if their love of cleanliness
be their weak side, productive of quarrel if you enter the house with dirty
shoes !

Left Rotterdam at a quarter to eleven, and after sundry changes and
custom house perils, arrived at Diisseldorf at eight p.m. The surrounding
country is monotonous, the roads lined with Lombardy poplars, and even
some attempts at natural scenery had a toy-like appearance to eyes accus-
tomed to the landscape scenery of England. On mentioning this to a
German lady, a fellow passenger, she said: ‘A, sir! there are no
nohlemen’s parks or gentlemen’s estates in Germany.” She might also have
added that there was no public opinion, for when I asked whether the
elector of Hesse Cassel (her native place) was liked, she prudently remarked :
“ We are now in Germany, and must not talk about our likes or dislikes,
so far as our rulers are concerned.” Next day I left Diisseldorf for
Wowinkel, and then by drosky for Gréfrath. The driver knew my destina-
tion before I told him, and in about ten minutes he landed me at Fraulein
Flick’s Hotel (where the German oculist held his court), for which serviee
the driver was good enough to charge me a thaler.

As soon as the door was opened, I found that the entrance hall was
used as the patients’ waiting room. About twenty persons were seated on
long forms, apparently waiting to be summoned into a room on the right,
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which was closed with folding doors. Among the patients was a man who
recognised me and cried out, “Ah! Herr Professor!” and this is the

-only name I was known by during my six weeks’ sojourn at Grifrath. My
acquaintance gave me some valuable information. First, how to gain
access to the Hofrath by means of his man Schneider: the recognised
formula was to put a thaler under your visiting card and hand them to him,
begging for an early reception. Secondly, the hotel being full, my good-
natured acquaintance introduced me to a comfortable lodging a little way
off, which he was to vacate the same day ; and thirdly, he introduced me to
Miss Flick, who entered my name in her book as Herr Professor.

After this the dinner bell rang, and I was shown upstairs into a large
room, where a number of long tables were soon furnished with guests.
The tables were tended by brisk German maidens, one of whom assigned
me a place, and guests and maidens were, as I afterwards found, under the
despotic rule of Fraulein Flick, whose motto seemed to be—¢ Order is
Heaven’s First Law.” (To be continued.)

THE PERFECT GAME.

We grow more thick skinned as we older grow,

And little care if we win or the foe;

But what we do seek is a stirring game,

‘Where e’en defeat is free from slip or blame ;

A game well fought throughout, nor absent be

The diamond flash of clear-cut strategy.

Such chess were perfect. More do we desire,

Well, an opponent filled with kindred fire,

Phlegmatic, courteous, not too slow or quick,

In mien and gesture free from noise and trick ;

‘Who, wmm.ni, will from foolish vaunt refrain,

And, losing, knows when longer fight is vain.

With such a foe and such delightful play,

How bright and full the hours will fleet away!
J. PIERCE.

NEW GAMBITS.

To T™re EDITOR OF THE B.C. M.

SiIr,

Of the ‘“New Gambit,” 1 PtoK 4, PtoK 4; 2 PgoK B4, PtakesP;
3KttoKB3, PtoKKtsg; 4 Kt to B3 (see B.C. M., vol. xl.gg’. 543), there is an
example in Bird’s Modern Chess, p. 188. It is a game played in 1886, beiween Mr. Bird
and “Mr. H.” It proceeded: 4..., Pto Kt 5; §Ktto K 5,Qto R 5¢ch; 6 Pto Kt 3,
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Ptakes P; 7 Qtakes P, Pto Kt 7 dis. ch; 8 Qtakes Q, Ptakes R (Q); 9QtoR 5,
BtoK2; 10Kttakes B P, Ktto KB 3; 11 Ktto Q6dis. ch, KtoQsq; 12 Qto
K 8 ch, and mate next move.
Your obedient servant,
Newcastle-upon-Tyne, W. J. GREENWELL.
4tk December, 1891,

TOURNEY PRIZES.

To TRE EDITOR OF THE B.C.M.
Sir,

I was not a little shocked at learning from Mr. J Pierce’s letter in your pages
that I had been “ provoked” to ‘‘some hostile criticism” on the smallness of prizes in
the B.C.M. Problem Tourney. Being wrought to a repentant pitch the words I
quote, I indulged in a remorseful perusal of my notice of the event, and I find that this
it is :—

“Such paltry prizes as these money ones, in an important international
three-move tourney, instituted by the leading Bntish organ of chess,
most problematists and on-lookers will be inclined to feel are decidedly
derogatory alike to the art and the source. Why were the {mintings not
placed as the chief prizes, and the petty cash amounts the lower?”

Now, I think when Mr. Pierce re-peruses these words he will be led to the
conclusion that the expression *‘ provoked some hostile criticism " is rather too vague and
comprehensive, and does not represent my meaning as I should like it to appear, and as
Mr. Pierce should like to do it. It will, I fancy, be seen that the pervading spirit of my
remarks was one of regret at the incongruity and slight of placing a painting by a lady
as third honour in a tourney whose premier prize is thirly shillings. Surely every com-
poser would prefer Mrs. Baird’s work of art, presented by herself, to this cold cash!

Mr. Pierce, I might say, leaving my remarks and beginning his subject, * Tourney
Prizes,” says that ‘“ it hardly does to look a gift horse in the mouth.” Now it seems to
me that in this case the gift horse has a shadow. It is not unlikely that many composers,
contributing to this tourney a treasured gem, what they believe a certain Prize winner,
will feel that the giving of the horse is somewhat on their side! And does the magazine
receive no benefit by the offering of these prizes? Every chess editor knows that if he
desires to impart zest and interest to his problem work the plan is to inaugurate a vigorous
tourney. The B.C. M, is evidently quite alive to this, for, truth to say, it is always liberal
in this respect, the result being a more entertaining problem department. Mr.
Pierce not mistaken the shadow for the substance? Or was he thinking of that very high
horse which some composers are wont to ride when they succeed in carrying off a big
tourney honour ? .

I have not the slightest doubt but that your tourney will be a highly successful
one ; for, apart from the rare attractions which the prize list undeniably presents, as I
remark in the article on ¢‘ Problem Tournaments” in Chess: its poetry and its prose, the
composer’s incentive is not the mere value of the prize, but rather the good of the game,
hope of honour, and a feeling of fellowship.

I am, Sir,
Faithfully yours,
Greenwich Park, St. Andrew, ARTHUR MACKENZIE.
Jamaica, November 30th, 1891.

TELEGRAPHIC CODES,

To Te EpITOR OF THE B.C.M.
DEAR SIR,
My friend, Mr. C. O. Jackson, of Kokoma, Ind., suggests that I should forward you
a copy o¥ my Telegraphic (Cable) Chess Code.  He says that your chess magazine, more
than any other puﬁlcntion in the world, desires all that is new in chess, and anything
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that is calculated to advance the interest of the game. I originated my Chess Code
(telegraphic) without knowing of any other one in existence ; I now find there are several
others constructed on a similar plan, but I claim my Code has advantages over any
and all of these, and besides is free from many of the objections found against them. My
Code is both a ome-word and -a two-word Code. I start out by taking each
piece and numbering its moves in regular order, giving eight directions, thus:—
First downwards, or towards the player, and then count around to the
6| 5| a4 right. I now take the Queen and find that she has seven (7) moves in
every direction, making 7 x8=56 moves; which are easily counted,
because you can take the number of directions that she don’t go, and
multiply them by seven, and you have dyour startin int, and really
only have to count the squares in one direction, and that the one that
she goes. For instance, you want to make the Queen’s 37th move,
§ x 7=35, and two squares in her sixth (6th) direction makes her 37th
move or upward left oblique. Multiplying the directions make it so much easier and
less liable to make mistakes in counting the moves of five (5) pieces: Queen, Q R, Q B,
K R, and K B, which are the only pieces on the board whose moves are hard to count.
The King and King’s Kt, and the Q Kt, have eight moves each. The Kings are the
same as the directions numbered on the diagram above. The Pawn has four (4) moves thus :
and all in the 4th, sth, and 6th direction. Now with the moves num-
3 bered on White side of the board, the same answers equally well for
the Black side, or Black’s the same as White’s side. For the unusual
4211 things that happen :—Resigns, 0-0, 0-0-0, require each a number, while
such as takes, queen’s, &c. can be used in the two-word Code, and 1
find that 227 (two hundred and twenty-seven) simple short words do
the work. I number the moves from 1 to 227, placing the move oppo-
site each number thus :—(1, Q 1, dime). (56, Q 56, come), (225, 0-0, gone), (227, resigns,
end). To make a one-word Code out of this I take columns and lines until I have 227
columns and 227 lines, with a short simple word opposite each two numbers; and I find
in Webster’s unabridged dictionary 118,000 words to choose from, and it only takes
25,000 words to complete the Code ; then I have one word telling the whole story, it
acknowledges the move received and sends your move in reply, thus:

71— 3

57 QRi1 can 224 KRPg4 done
56 Q56 come 223 KRP3 did
55 Q55 cat 222 KRP2 drill
54 54 corn 221 KRP1 deed
53 8 53 cold 220 QBPg4 dumb

52 Q352 crumb
In printing the words, begin at the A’s in Webster’s

ordinary standard dictionary, and take short simple words
No. { No. of’ J until you get the necessary 227 words.
of Code (the pce.’s] Word. In the book containing the key to the one-word
move. | move, Code do the same thing. I have it written out in full,
1 Q1 And but any list of words will do, so that.all players have the
i | T T key shoud al
e key should also
g: (?I{G, ﬁﬂn contain diagrams, showing 5 4
the moves h:g each pli;ce. p
Each move two numbers, 3
g; 8;{' :8 ::ﬁ the Code move and the
piece’s move. The diagrams Q
might be made thus : — Kt
Hoping that you will 7 2
consider this of enough interest to bring before the chess
world, I will close by asking you to send me a copy of your 8
valuable magazine. 1

Very respectfully, &c., yours,
' T. F. LeecH, M. D.

CrAWFORDSVILLE, INDIANA, U.S.A,,
December 3rd, 1891
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GAME No. 964.

Irvegular Opening,

Notes BY Jas, Mason.

WHITE. BLACK.
LiverprooL. B.C.C.

1 Kt—=KB3 1P—Qg4

2 P—Q4 2 P—K3

3 P—K3 3P—QB4

4 P—QKt 3

4 B—K 2, following soon with
Castles, P—Q Kt 3, &c., is also a
strong continuation — though not so
directly aggressive as the line of play
here entered upon, and to a certain
extent invited by the rather early
advance of the Black Q B P.

4 Kt—K B 3
5 Kt—B 3

..................... This Knight would
perhaps be more conveniently brought
out at Q 2, as his future movements
from this point are not effective. §...,
B—K 2; ors.., P—Q Kt 3; with
< B—Kt 2; and ..., Kt—Q 2;
was indicated. The opening is very
indifferently played by Black.

6 B—Q 3

The obvious post for the Bishop,
now; as, from the undecided character
of the adverse development, the feasi-
bility of an open attack upon the King
was to be kept in view.

6 P—Q Kt 3
7 Castles 7 B—Q 3
.................. «s...But for the Black

Bishop it seems K 2 would be the
better square; whence, should the

I0

II

12
13

attack foreshadowed become pressing,
it might take the long diagonal at B 3,
and eventually reach Kt 2, if need

QKt—Q 2 8 Castles
P—QR 3

Not altogether a waiting-move, as
it has a definite object in preventing
<y Kt—Kt 5, later on, to the dis-
turbance of their Bishop. However,
their next move, 10 Q—K 2, might
have been omitted in favour of 10 Kt—
K 5—a very desirable manceuvre in
this sort of game and when it can be
carried out at an early stage.

9 B—Kt 2
10 R—B sq

................ ..For here Black could
have kept the Knight out indefinitely
by 10..., Q—B 2. In this case might
follow 11 PxP, PxP; 12 BxKt,
PxB; 13 P—K 4, P—Q5; and

Black would be in no great danger.
Kt—K 5 11 Q—B 2
........................ Too late. They

should have anticipated White's next
move (which leads to the opening the
K B file) by 1r1..., B x Kt; tghen,
12 PxB, Kt—Q 2; 13 P—K B 4
(Kt—B 3), P—B 4 (P—B 3); and
Black have a game to play.

P—KB4 12 PxP
PxP 13 Kt—K 2

......... veeee-esnnecI3ees, Kt—K
appears much preferable to this, as
without the active co-operation of the
Queen (to be secured by the advance

- — e
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of the K B P) successful resistance to
the ing attack upon the King’s
position seems scarcely probable.

14 QR—Bsq

15

16

19
20

Stopping ..., Kt —K 5, a move
vhichl,,pclzgld Black makesit without
material loss, would go far to improve
their - prospects. Yet, 14 R—B 2
would be a sensible step in their
operations on the other side, and
answer the pi of the text move
(the defence of the Q B P) at the
same time,

14 Kt—Kt 3
P—K Kt g4

Perfectly safe. It speedily becomes
& mere question of. how long the Black
pesition can hold together without

anything giving way.
15 KR—K sq
P—Kts 16 Kt—Q 2

ececosssacsssseses Jf ODly ome of these
Knights could exchange himself off to
advantage, he might have reason to be
proud. In Black’s present and unfor-
tunate situation they are too many and

yet run short,
Q—R5s 17 Kt(Q2)—Bsq
R—B 3 18 Bx Kt

This capture but involves the British
yers in further difficulties. 18...,
K 2, to be followed on occasion
s P—K B 4 (or simply leaving
ite all the work of disintegration)
would be better. The inefficiency of
the Black Queen throughout this game
is very remarkable.

BPxB 19 R—K 2
QR—Bsq 20 P—Ktg

secsscsecsaensasedn  Order, doubtless,
to be able to close Q R 3 to the
adverse Bishop, which might well
come into play there and make a gain
of the exchange, or an opportune end
of one of the defending Knights,

21 QR—B 2

22
23
24

25
26
27
28
29
30
31

Making way for the Knight to come
over and strengthen the main attack ;
and incidently defending the B P,
should the opportunity of taking the
Kt P with Bishop remain after the
Knight starts on his journey.

21 P—R 4
sesnecranansenases From the foregoing it

appears as if 21..., P—Q R 3 would
be an improvement on this.

Kt—B sq 22 B—B 3
Kt-.—K 3 23 B—K sq
Kt—Kt 4

White’s position is now quite over-
powering.

24 P—B 4

.................. To avoid the mate
impending in & few moves through
25 Kt—B 6 ch, PxKt [25..., K—
gsq; 26 R—R 3, &c.]; 26 Kt Px P,

c.

KtPxPep. 25 R—B 2
R—R 3 26 PxP
KtxPch 27 K—Rsq
Q—R 6 28 R—Kt 2
R—Kt 2 29 P—Kt 5
P—R 4 30 Q—K 2
B—Q Bsq

3t R (R 3Kt 3, following up
with the advance of the K R P, would
be more forcible against the best
defence ; but White can choose their
own way of winning.

31 Q—R 2
32 B—K 3 32 B—B 2
33 K—Rsq 33 B—Ksq
........... seesee. The piece need not

34 KtxB
35 BxKt

have been lost, but in any case resig-
nation was inevitable.

34 RxKt
35 Resigns.

et lp



5

6

8

9
10

II

The quieter 4 P — Q 3 yields
White a2 good worklng development,
and, taken all round, is to be preferrcd

here
4 KtxP
Kt—B 3
5 Q—B 3, first prommentli

brought forward in the New Yor
, Tournament, 1889. It is well met by

*s.., P—K Bg4.
5§ B—K 2
.................. Good at this point is
5..., B—Q Kt 5. It keeps the White

Q P at home for some little time, and
afterwards the Bishop may retreat to

Kt 3 with advantage.
P—Q 4 6 P—QBg4
............... ...Giving rise to some

complications, which however are
short lived.  Liverpool’s treatment of
the opening is of praiseworthy origi-

nality.
7 B—Q3 7 Kt—Q B 3
Kt x Kt 8 Px Kt
BxP 9 KtxQP
B—K 3

The British players are shy of sim-
Echfymg matters. 10 Ktx Kt would

safest now.

10 B—B 4
sreseseanansoen Excellent. An exchange

less favourable to \Vhite than 10 Kt x
Kt must follow.

BxB

If 11 Q—Q 3, then 1r1..., Kt xKt
ch; 12 PxKt, QxQ; 13 B (P)xQ,
BxB and 14..., Castles QR, an
thk has the best of it.

11 KtxB

18

19
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GAME No. 965s.
Vienna Opening.
Notes BY Jas. Mason. 12 Q—K 2 12 Castles
WHITE. BLACK. 13 Castles 13 Q—Kt 3
B.C.C, L1VERPOOL. 14 P—B 3 14 Q R—Q sq
1 P—K 4 1 P—K 4 15 B—B 4 15 R—Q 2z
2 K—QB3 2 Kt—KBg3g 16 Q—K 4 16 Q—K 3
3 P—Bg4 3 P—Qa 17 QR—Ksq -
4 PxKP Notwithstanding the isolation of

White’s K P, it is strong, and not to
be easily surrounded.

17 R—K sq
Kt—Kt 5

But the advantage accruing from
this is not clear.

18 BxKt
BxB 19 Kt—K 2
S eeecssssessnsenans Su 19..., Kt—
Q3; 20 Q—B 2, Kt—B §; 21 B—

20
21
22

23
24

25

26

28
29
30

B 4, Kt—Kt 3, and Black will have
a better chance of winning than with
the Knight off the board. If, in this,
20 Q—R 4, also 20... Kt—B 5 then

if 21 Q x P, follows zl..., KtxKt P;
and, if not, then 21..., Kt—Kt 3, as
above, ‘ : -
Bx Kt 20 QRxB -,
Q—QR4 21 P-QKt3.
R—K 2 22 Q—Q 4
R—Q sq 23 Q—Kt 2
R—Q6 24 P—K R 3
............... 10s24..., R x P would lose
off hand. :
Q—B a.

Still defending their threatened
Pawn, which Black dare not take
either here or at move 26, because of
the check at Q 8 after the exchange of

Rooks. )

25 Q—B sq
Q—Q3 26 Q—K Kt 5
R—Q 38 27 Q—K 3
RxR 28 RxR
Q—R 6 29 R—K 2
P—Q Kt 3 3o R—Q 2

.................. » P—B 3, then

31 PxP, QxR 3szR and dravge——_

casily.
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31 P-KR3

32 Q—R 4
33 K—R 2

................

31t P—K Ktg4 .
32 P—K B4
33 K—B2

As it turns out, 33...,

K—Kt 2 would be slightly better.

34 P—K Kt 4 34 PxP
..................... » P—B § would be
answered by 35 Q— 4
35 PxP 35 K—Kt 2
36 Q—K 4 36 Q—Q 4
37 QxQ 37 RxQ
38 P—B 4 38 R—Q 2
39 K—Kt3 39 K—Bsq
40 K—B 3 40 K—K 2
41 R—R 2
This seems best, as strictly defensive
tactics could lurdly avail. Theending
is as difficult as it 1s interesting,
41 K—K 3
42 RxPch 42 KxP
43 R—Kt6 43 R—Q7
44 RxPch 44 K—B 3
45 R—Bsch 45 K—Kt3
46 K—K 4 .

46 R—Q 5 would perhaps be
stronger.

47 K—Qs
A very hazardous move. 47 K—
Q 3 (following with 48 § in

case of attack on the K Kt;)Qwonld
draw with ease.

47 R—QKt7 .

.................. 47..., R—R 6, seems
more em ing for White, but it
should not effect more than a draw;
eg.: 47... R—R 6; 48 R—B 3,
P—R4; 49 K—K 4(49 K—B6
would lose), K—Kt 4; 50 R—Q 3,
and, though Black will be a Pawn to
the good, it does not appear that

‘White ought to lose.

48 R—B 3 48 K—Kt 4
49 K—B 6 49 KxP
50 R—Q 3 5o K—B s
st K—Kt 4 s1 K—K 5
s2 R—R 3 s2 R—Q R 2
53 R—Kt3 53 K—Qs5
54 R—R 3 54 R—R 6
55 K—B 6 55 R—R 8
56 K—Kt 7 56 R—R 7
57 R—Kt 3 57 R—R 8

8 R—R 3 58 R—R 4
59 K—B6 59 R—R 7

60 K—Kt 7, and the game was
' dra

Notes BY S. TINSLEY.

WHITE
Rev. W. GRUNDY.

1 P—K 4

46 RxP wn.
GAME No. 966.
 Played a few months ago, at Simpson’s Divan,
Frenck Defence.
.................. Probably a good wait-
BLACK. ;I;g move, es::‘tlng to Kt 3 with force
S. TINSLEY.
12 Q—Q Kt 3 12 P—QKt4
1 P—K3 13 Kt—K 5 13 Ktx Kt
2 P—Q4 14 PxKt 14 Kt—Q 2
PxP He might, it ap|
4 Kt—K B3 have gone to Kt 5 with safety and more
s B—K 2 e‘t’fec;, but I was nervous about it at
6 Castles the time.
7 B—K Kt s 15P—KB4 15 P—KB3
8QKt—Q2 = eeeseeinnn .....Pxobabl{ with the idea
9 P—QB3 of tempting the Pawn to its destruction,
R—K but ought to have resulted in a lost
:: B_R :q &l:: Kt—B 5q was in every way
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16 P—K 6 16 Kt—B sq 27 Ktx P
17 P—B3j 17 B—Q 3 .
18Q—Bz 18 Q—B3 mer the. Souninees of all h 8
19 P~K R3 19 R—K 2 Soubtul, though the sacrifice of the
20 Kt—B 3 20 P—K Kt 4 two pieces is pretty.
21 P—K Kt 4 27 Px Kt
White’s Pawns are terriblee. He 28 BxKtP 28 KtxB
might have obliged me by taking en
passant, so that I could have broken  ....ccceneenaenes 28..., Rx K P was
them up ! rhaps a little better, followed by
a1 B—K sq txl:!.lOb;io&lycil{eczzQ);{QP,the
22 B—Q 4 22 K—Kt 2 grme is lost By ikl
: 29 P—B6ch 29 K—Ktsq
Position after Black’s 22nd move :— 30 PxR 30 BxP
K—Kt 2. 3t R—=KB2 31 B—QB3
32 Q—R 2

BLACK (TINSLEY).

WHITE (GRUNDY).

23 Q—Kt 2

The critical point of the game is
here. With best pla, Black is lost.
Probably White was frightened by the
threat of B—B §, in reply to Ktx
P, which was however perfectly sound
even if he lost the exchange—e.g.,
23 Ktx P, B—B 5; 24 Kt—B 3, Bx
R; 25QxB, P—B 4; 26 BxP ch,
KxB; 27 Q—Kt 5 ch and wins.
Other variations also win for White,

Black’s checks are useless.
23 P—Q B 4
24 B—K 3 24 P—KR 3
25 P—=K R4 25 Kt—R 2
36 RPxP

36 PxP

It will be found that this exchange
of Queens is forced, and that the result
is a lost game for White, as at this

point everything goes.

32 QxQch
33 KxQ 33 B—Q3ch
34 K—Ktsq 34 Kt—R 6 ch
35 K—Bsq 35 KtxR
36 KxKt 36 K—Kta
37 R—KRsq 37 R—K Rsq
38 RxR 38 KxR
39 K—K 3 39 K—Kt 2
40 P—Kt 5 40 B—K 4
41 B—Q 3 41 P—QR 4
42 P—QR3 42 P—QKtgs
43 RPxP 43 RPxP
44 PxP 44 P—B 5
45 B—B 2 45 BxQKt P
46 B—Q sq 46 B—Q B 6
47 B—Ba 47 P—Qsch
48 K—K 2 48 BxP

Black wins.
.................. Black had a lucky

escape : White should doubtless have
won & very good game. Mr. Grundy
was a frequent visitor at the Divan
when in town, and the toregoing is &
fair specimen of his style. Besides
being a good player he was a true

entleman, and, so far as I could judge,
1a every sense one of the best men I
ever encountered over the board (see
also B,C. M., p. 353, July, 1891).
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10
It

12

13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20

.................. Fanciful, I suppose,
and in no case good, but as the Q P
cannot well be advanced after P—
K B 4, the move is less objectionable
than in some other cases.

Kt—B 3 7P—QR3
P—QKty4 8P—QBg4
R—Q Kt sq

Thisforces an issue, but too obviously
threatens to win something by Kt P x P.

9 PxKtP
PxP 10 B—Q B2
Q—Kt 3 11 Kt—B 3
.................. My opponent probably

agreed with me that Bx Kt, opening
the file, would do him no got;d.

B—R 3
This proved to be of great use
hout the game. Not so my
ing move.
12 Kt—K 2
P—Kt s 13 P—QR 4
P—B s 14 KKt—Q 4
Kt—K 2 15 Castles
Q—B 4 16 R—Q Bsq
R—Q Bsq 17 B—Ktsq
B—Ktsq 18 Q—Ksq
3 19 Q—R 4
Kt—Kt 3 20 Bx Kt

............... If 20 Castles, Kt—Kt 53
21 Bx Kt, Bx Kt, with the best game.
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GAME No. ¢67.
Played in the International Tournament, at Manchester, 1890,
Irregular Opening.
Notes By S. TINSLEY. 21 BPxB 21 Q—R 3
WHITE. BLACK. 22 Castles
S. TinsLeY. L. VAN VL0IET. Position after White’s 22nd move :—
1 P—Q4 1 P—KBg4 Castles.
2 Kt—KB3 2 Kt—KBgj BLACK (VAN VLIET).
3 P—K3 3 P—Kg3
4B—Q3 4 P—QKt3
5 P—Q B4 5 B—Kt 2 93
6 P—QR3 6B—Q3 :

23
24
25
26
27
28

29

WHITE (TINSLEY).

A pretty little complication for the
curious to work out. If 22...,, Qx
Pch; 23QxQ, KtxQ; 24 P—B6,
KtxR; 25 R x Kt, attacking both B
and Kt, and giving White the best of
it probably in every variation.

22 KR—K sq

QR—Ksq 23 Kt(Q4)—B3
Kt—K 5 24 B—K 5
Q—K 2 25 BxB
RxB 26 Kt(K2)>—Q4
R—Kt 3 27 P—Kt 3
Kt—B 4

Pretty obvious, but not the less
powerful. Note that among other
things he threatens to get to Q 6 and

win the exchange, besides giving more
support to the weak K P,
28 Kt—K 5
Ktx Kt P
This seems best, as the Pawn can

just be retained (see the next few
moves).



.................. Making an escape for
the King in certain possible events,

39 R—R 3 39 Q—B 2
40 R(Ktsq)—Rsqq0 R(Bsq)—Ktsq
41 Q—B6 41 Q—Q 2
................. The White Q is in so
commanding a position that the ex-
change seems forced.

42 QxQ 42 RxQ
43 R—R 7 43 Kt—B 3
44 K—Bsq

The first step on a long journey.
The fighting monarch must get to the
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29 Kt x Kt supportof thefine passed Pawn, and then
30 Px Kt 30 R—Ktsq - the ganllf is over. Black is helpless
—K s 1t P—R g meanwhile. The adjournment came
g; %—Q 3‘1 gz RxP a’méve later (time 1-45—2-7).
33 Q—R5 33 K R—Ktsq 44 K—B2
34 R—Ktsq 34 Q—Kt2 45 K—K2 45 K—K sq
35 QxP 35 P—Q4 46 K—Q 3 46 K—Q sq
K—B K—B
.................. This_makes White's 47 253 47 ®—D55q
etty simple. lsI’EQ?woulcll %t 48 K—Kt 4 48 RxR -
lcastgmve delayed defeat. 49 RxR 49 R—Kt 2
36 B—B s 36 R(Kt3)—Ktz 5° R—R3 50 %t—% 2
37 P—Kt6 37 R—Bsq 2 E_Bs 2 Kt_K W
8 Q—Kt 8 P—R - —
33 Q—Kts 3 3 53 R—R 7

This wins at once, but there was a
very obvious mate by R—R 8 ch, fol-
lowed by P—Kt 7 ch and Rx R I
consider this one of my best games at

Manchester. I have been unable until
lately to find the correct score.
53 RxR
54 PxR 54 Kt—B 2
55 B—Kt 6 55 Kt—R sq
56 B—R g5 56 P—Kt 4
57 K—Q6 57 K—Kt 2
‘58 KxP 58 P—B 35
59 Kt PxP 59 Resigns.

GAME No. ¢68.

The following interesting game was played recently at the St. George's

Club.

Stauntow's Opening.

Notes BY W. WavTE,

WHITE, BLACK,

JonEs-BATEMAN. W. WavTte.

1 P—K 4 1 P—K4

2 Kt—K B3 2 Kt—QBgj3

3 P—B3 3 Kt—B 3

.................... P. th

acicnowiciged Tt move” Fhe oy
move was played for the sake of variety,

4 P—Q4 4 KtxK P

s P—Qs 5 B—B4

6 PxKt 6 BxPch

7 K—K 2 7 P—Q4
8QKt—Q2 8P—KBy
9 PxP 9 BxP

10 Q—R 4ch 10 P—B 3
1r KtxP

A departure from the books, which
iivc 11 KtxKt, B PxKt; 12 Kx

, Castles; 13 B—K 3, PxKt;
14 P—K Kt 3!,

11 Castles
12 QKt—B 3 12 P—QR 4

. esusivsessraserip To prevent B—K 3.



. 14 P—B 4
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13 B—Kt 3

This turns out badly, but White’s
development is difficult in any case.

13 B—R 3ch
14 KtxB
15 KxB

If KtxKt, then QxKt; 16 Kx
B, Q—R 5§ ch, &c.

15 Q—Kt 3 ch
16 K—K sq
The alternate K—Kt 3 is also dan-
gerous, and it is a choice of evils,

16 QxP

17 R—Q sq 17 Ktx Kt ch

18 Px Kt

If KtxKt, Black forces mate by
R to K sq ch.
18 QxKtch
19 K—B 2 19 Q R—K sq
20 QxBP
Q—Kt 3 would have prolonged the
defence, but White overlooked the

future sacrifice of the Bishop.
20 R—K 3
21 QxP 21 B—Kt 2

.................. Wherever the Queen
goes, Black mates by R—Kt 3 ch,
and Q—R 3.

22 Resigns.

GAME No. 969.

Played by Correspondence, 1891.
. Eyans Gambit.
(Compromised Defence: Potter’s Attack.)

Nores BY W. J. GREENWELL.

WHITE. BLACK.
J. NicHoLsON. W. J. GREENWELL.
1 P—K4 1 P—K4
2 Kt—K B3 2Kt—QBg3
3B—B4 - 3B—-Bg4
4 P—QKtg4 4 BxKtP
s P—B3 5 B—R 4
6 P—Q 4 6 PxP
7 Castles 7 PxP
8 Q—Kt 3 8 Q—B 3
9 P—K 5 9 Q—Kt 3
10 Ktx P 10 K Kt—K 2
11 R—Qsq
Advocated by Mr. Potter.
11 Castles
.................. Black may also play
11.., P—Kt 4.
12 B—Q 3 12 Q—R 4

13 B—R 3 13 P—Q Kt 4

14 KtxP

14 Kt—K 4, as recommended by
Mr. Potter, is generally considered
best. See Chess Openings, p. 116,
col. 54.

14 R—Ktsq

o

ssessesseneesaeeesCompare the tion
arrived at by 11 B—R 3, (l),:lles;
12 Q R—Q sq, P—Kt 4; 13 Ktx
P, R—Kt sq; 14 B—Q 3, Q—R 4
See Chess Openings, p. 114, col. 49,
and note 1§.

15 Q—R 4
16 Kt—B 3

White could have won back his
Pawn, but he aims at higher things,

16 R—K sq

17 P—Kt 4 17 Q—R 6
18 Kt—K Kt 5 18 BxPch

15 B—Kt 3
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Position after Black’s 18th move :—
B x P ch.

BLACK (W. J. GREENWELL).

.......... seeees.See diagram. If 19
K x B, then 19..., Q—R § ch, &c.
19 K—R sq 19 Q—R 5
20 BxPch

In another game by correspondence
betweenthesame players Mr. Nicholson
moved 20 Kt x B P, with the following
continuation :—20..., B—Kt 2; 21
Kt—K 4, Kt—Q sq; 22 KtxKt,
Q RxKt; 23 Q—Kt 3ch, B—Q 4;
24 B—B 4, BxB; 25 Qx B ch, K—
R sq; 26 R—K B sq, B—Kt 3;
27 Kt—Kt 3, Kt—Kt 3; 28 Kt—B 5,
KtxP; 20 Q—R4,QxKtP; 30 R—
B4, Q—K7; 31 Kt—Kt3, Q—Q7;
32R—Qsq, QxQ R P; 33Ki—Bs5,
Kt—Q6; 34 B—K7,0xQ; 35 R
(i)_, Kt—B 7 ch, and White resigned.

n another game Mr. Nicholson played
20 Q—K B 4, and won, as follows :—
20 Q—K B 4, Kt sq; 21 Bx Pch,
K—R sq; 22 B—K 4, B—Kt 6;
23 QxB, QxKt; 24 B—B sq, and
Black resigned. 24..., Kt—B 4 would
have been worse than useless. For
example :—24..., Kt—B 4; 25 Bx
Kt, ({—-K 2; 26 Q—R 3 ch, and wins,
In the last variation, Black obviously
overlooked 24 B—B sq, but White
had a very strong attack any way.

20 K—R 3q
21 Q—K B4 21 KtxP
22 Qx Kt 22 P—Q 3
23 Q—B 3 23 P—K B 3
24 KKt—K 4 24 B—Kt2

25 R—Q 2
In a previous game Mr. Nicholson
played 25 R—K , to which Black
rep_lieded‘zs..., B to Q 5, and White

resign
25 B—Kt 3
26 B—KBs 26 KtxB
27 R—Qss

If 27 QxKt, then 27..., R—K 4,
followed, if necessary, by 28..., P to
K B 4. Black would, apparently, at
least recover his piece, with two passed
Pawns in hand.

27 Rx Kt

Position after Black’s 27th move :(—
R xKt.

BLACK (W. J. GREENWELL).

28 Ktx R

If 28 QxKt, 28..., R—K 8 ch;
29 RxR, QxR ch; 30 K=Kt 2,
QxKt. If 28(QxR, 28..., Kt—Kt
6ch; 29 K—Kt2, KtxQ; 30 R—
KR§5ch, QxR; 31 PxQ, KtxKt
dis. ch. If 28 R x Kt, then, obviously,
28..., R—K 8 mate.

28 BxR
29 Qx Kt 29 B—Kt 2
sosuesseronssenee If 29..., Q—B 7,

Wh.i.te would reply, not 30 QxQ or
30 Q x B, either of which would lead to
certain defeat, but 30 Q—R § ch, win-
ning both the Bishop and the Queen.

30 R—Kt 4 30 R—K sq

31 R—K sq 31 QxR ch

32 Resigns.
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GAME No. 9g70.

Played in the team match of “All New Jersey ” against the Manhattan
Chess Club, New York, Nevember s5th, 1891.

Vienna Opening.

Notes By C. E. RANKEN.

WHITE. BLACK.

R. W. PoPrg, S. LipscHUTZ,
NEW JERSEY. MANHATTAN.
P—K 4 1 P—K 4
Kt—Q B3 2 Kt—Q B3
P—K Kt 3

A variation attributed to Herr
Paulsen, who always preferred a close
game with a gradual development.

3 B—B g4
4 K Kt—K 2

.................. In this form of the
opening the K Kt seems better posted

at K 2, 50 as not to hinder the advance
of the K B P,

P—Q 3
K Kt—K 2
B—K 3

Castling at once seems preferable,
Owing to the exchange of Bishops,
‘White at the next move but one has to
retake with the Kt or B instead of the
Pawn, to avoid doubled Pawns, and
thereby drifts into an inferior position.

5 Castles
6 P—K B 4

7 BxB
PxB 8 PxP
KtxP 9 Kt—B 4
Q—Q12 10 P—Q 4
QKt—B3 11 P—Q5s
PxP 12 PxP
Q Kt—Qsq 13 Kt—R 5

.................. Ingenious and daring;

but, as Mr. Pope remarks, it wo d
Dot have answered against a player of

equal strength,

Px Kt 14 QxPch
Kt—Kt3 15 B—Ktgj
Kt—K B2 16 QR—Ksqch
B—K 4 17 Kt—K 4

18 B—B 6

Castles

19

21
22

23

24

25
26

27
28

z9
31

Q—Kt 4

Best probably, for he cannot now
avoid the loss of the exchange.

19 BxB
Kt (B 2) x B 20 Kt—B 6 ch
RxKt 21 RxR
QxQP 22 Q R—K B sq
QR—Ksq

We see no objection to Q—Q §ch
winning a Pawn, as it does not seem
that Black could then effectually break
in, White may also safely play R—
K Bsq, or K—R sq.

23 Q—B3s
P—Q Kt 3

This puts him ‘‘no forrader,” but,
as will be seen, there was an object in
it.

24 K—R sq
Q—Rsq 25 Q—Kts5
Q—Qsq

White’s last move was probably the
f1}est he had left, and had he here
ollowed it by K—R he might yet
have not merely savzg' but won the
game,

26 P—K R 4

K—R sq 27 P—R 5
Kt—B 2

Mr. Pope seems determined to throw
away every chance, for at this point
Kt—B sq was perfectly safe, and even
at the next move, by phymg the other
lﬁ%hto K 4 he might still have made a

t.

28 Q—Kt 3
Kt(Kt3)—K429 R x Kt
o KtxR 30 Rx Kt
R—K Kt sq

Mate in two moves.
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GAME No. 971.

Played recently by correspondence.
' Eyans Gambit.

Notes By C. E. RANKEN., 11 K—Qsq
WHITE. BLACK. _
CARL IMANDT, E. GARcoN, better, defQ thsq,qw.:um:ﬂz
LILLE. FOITIERS. feasible. Black may trace the loss of
1 P—K 4 1 P—K 4 the game to his 11th move.
2 Kt—KB3 2 Kt—QBg3
3 B—B4 3 B—B4 12 BxBP 12 Kt—K 2
4 P—QKts4 4 BxKtP 13 Q—Kt 3 13 B—Q 5
5 P—B3 5 B—B4 The onl .
1 6 JESTTT T .The only way to save
2 gﬁths“ 7 g—x—lg 3 his Queen, which, curiously

8 PxP 8 B—Kt 3 et o peg fone to B 3, on

s 14 PxP 14 BxP
.................. A well-known inferior 15 Qx B 15 K—Q 2

continuation, into which an inex-
perienced pl’ayer is easily led by the 16 Q—Ktgsch 16 Kt—B 3
immediate certainty of winning the

exchange. Thecorrect mode of taking ~ ................ Forced, since he dare
advantage of the error does not, neither interpose the Pawn nor move
however, ap&eu to be well-known, his King. .
considering that in a conesgg::lenoe
me both parties are sup to 17 B—Qs 17 QR B
—Q Bsq
ﬁ:ve access to books. 18 Bx Ktch .
10 PxKt 10 QxR
11 Q—QR A more simple and straightforward
Q 4 course would be 18 KtxB, QxKt;
White may now proceed by 11 Q— 19 Q x Kt ch, K—K2; 20 B—Kt §ch,
Kt 3, Q—B 3; 12 P—K 5, &c.; but and wins.
the strongest course is 11 Bx P ch,

K—z:él (lif l%f—];i the)n Q—KBt 3 ]C{h. 18 K—K 2

foll t 2); 12 BxKt, Q -

lgxoB;u t—Kts,2 xP; 14 Kt— 9 KBsh 19 3 KR3
B3 O—Bs; 15 Kt—Q 5, K— 20 Q—Q7ch 20 K—B3
8q; 16 Q—R 5 ch, and wins. 21 B—Q 35 21 Resigns.

STEINITZ v. TCHIGORIN.

A Reuter’s despatch states that the first game in the match between
the above players has been won by Tchigorin, who opened with the Evans
Gambit, Steinitz defending in the usual way, instead of moving Q—B 3.
The Russian master won on the 31st move by brilliant play.

The second game, a Ruy Lopez, which Tchigorin defended with 3...,
Kt-—K B 3, was drawn on the 32nd move,
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By JAMES RAYNER.

New Solution Tourney.— During this year the quarterly tourneys
which have proved so successful in the past will be continued. The first
begins with the present number, and will include all the numbered
problems not exceeding four-movers published in January, February, and
March. Two points will be allowed for every correct key of two-movers,
three points for three-movers, and four points for four-movers. Only key-
moves need be sent, but one point will be deducted for every incorrect
key. Two points will be allowed for stating a position to be impossible in
actual play or unsolvable, if such statement can be verified. Solutions
must be sent on or before the zoth of each month. Foreign competitors
will have three weeks, dating from receipt of magazine. For the ton-
venience of solvers and general readers we propose to give the solutions of
problems in the month following date of publication. We give solutions
this month up to date.

PRIZEs.
First «. 10s. 6d.
Second ... 7s. 6d.
Fourth .. .. we oo Chess-Player’s Annual, 1891.

Or book of equal value.

Pittsburgh Dispatch Problem Tourney.— Composers may send any
number of original and unpublished three-move problems, unconditional,
direct-mates. Each problem must be diagrammed with full solution and
motto. The name and address of the composer must be enclosed in a
separate sealed envelope; the latter will not be opened till the publication
of the award. Problems cannot be recalled for correction. Competing
positions must be mailed in the United States or Canada not later than
February 15th, 1892, and in all other countries not later than March 1st,
1892, to Chess Editor, Pittsburg Dispatch, P.O. Box 463, Pittsburg, Pa.
The services of the following eminent problematists as judges have been
secured: J. C. J. Wainwright, S. Loyd, and S. M. Joseph. These
gentlemen will award points, not exceeding one hundred, according to
merit, and the problems with the highest aggregate scores will take the
prizes. The allotment of points for the different elements of a problem
will be made by the judges. Several very valuable prizes are offered.
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B.C.M. Solution Tourney (fourth quarter).—Few of our solvers were
prepared for a “cook” to the first prize four-move problem in the Bohemian
tourney, consequently there is again a marked dispersion of some of the
leading contestants. The scores below for November problems will
probably surprise those who were at the top last month.

Oldscore 782 783 784 785 786 787 788 789 790 79r Total

K. Stal...i........ ssrersene veeee 56 e 2.2 0020030020 6.003.03...8.00 4 .. OF
H. Jonsonn ......... veraeere e 85 20200203 :002..6...3...3.8...4 ... 90
O. Brenander ..... .....ccoeeuee 55 e2 02002003, 6..3..38...4..87
J. A. Ros.ucenveecninninnnnnnns 55 vv2+e2e2003 el n6.003003...8..4 ... 87
8. H.” eviviriiiineninine e 54 v 2002002003 63344 ...85
W. B. Meiners ........ccuuun. 54 v 2020203 6..3.3:4..4 ... 85
J. S. Russell .....ccovveenn e 56 .2...2 . 2.3 6.c3cc3endenc s .. 84
Chr. Lund .......cccivenen wee 52 e2 0202003002 w3 i3 e384 ... 8¢
CTea”. . uviineinniresinnenennens 56 .2 .002.02.03002003 03 weF e gend -ee 84
CSigma ... §6 .2 i 20203020033 e3 e g g .. 84
A. Cumnock ....coveenniinnien. §6 .2 w2020 3 02003003 e30ednd .. 84
F. R. Adcock.......ccccuuennnn 54 w.2.02e 20030020033 e3 0o d ... 82
Lieut.-Colonel E. H. Ryan... 48 ... 2...2...2...3...2...3...3...3...8... 4 ... 80
P. F. Blake.....cccoerrunnes woe 41 i2.0 2020300200003 i3 i d s e T4

. O. Allfrey ....coovvirnnnnnn 42 «e202.0.2003 02003033 decd o 70

. F. Heemskerk..........cvuus 35 e20.2.02...3 6..3...3...8...4 ... 67
. McClare .....ccooevnninennns 41 v 2.03.002.. 3 3er3we3 e dg ... 66
“Chet” ..... covieerevirniienn 30 e 2002002003 wbie3 o3 gonsqg o 61
E. W, Brook .......ccceeeeeene 39 .2l e 2.0 3 33 3:e0..0...53
W. J. Jubb ..cciiiiiiiiniannns 37 ol e 2.2 3 o33 er3 el a0 wee 50
“Harold” .....cecevvnnrenn oo 24 weler 2003003002003 e 3w 3eed e g ooee 49
“Chat” ..iovieiiiiieeeiennian 30 ce20 2023l 3o 3t 3ee00n O eee 47
T, H” ovvvveniinenennninneen 30 el eee 2002000 F el eee 3eee 3 eee 30000000 O vee 44

Additional solver of 770—791.—C. F. Burille, Boston, U.S.A. His scores
are 2, 18, 2, 2, 2,6, 10, 3, 2, 2, 3, 4 2, 2 2 3, 2, 6, 3, 3, 4 4
Total 87. .

Correct solutions of 783, 784, 787, 788 from E: Titterton; and of
Nos. 782, 784, and 785 from A. T. Nicholls ; and of Nos. 782, 784, and
787 from H. S. Brandreth. Correct solution of 770 from E. P. Sharp.

B.C.M. Problem Tourney.—With this issue we begin the publication
of the tourney problems. We hope to publish eight each month, and give
the award as soon as the problems are completed. The first seven positions
are competitors for the ¢ Novice” prize, and No. 8 for the *Speciality ”
prize.

The Adorial World announces a Solution Tourney, beginning
January 2nd and concluding March 26th. The problems given are
usually in two or three moves. Ten days allowed for solving. Prizes:
first, 21/-; second, 17/6; third, 12/6; fourth, 1o/-; fifth, 7/6; sixth, s5/-.
Any solver sending correct key-moves to all the problems, and not winning
a money prize, will be awarded a book prize. Address: Chess Editor,
Pictorial World, Strand, W.C,



The British Chess Magazine. 43

Christmas Chess—The advent of the festive season once more brings
to problem lovers and solvers a number of columns laden with quaint
conceits and queer puzzles, strangely different to the ordinary compositions.
In culling some of these fanciful creations, we will remind our readers—as
we did last year—that the problems must not be examined too critically,
nor must the laws of chess be enforced too literally. There is a spirit of
genuine good humour expressed in Christmas problems, and if the solver
will but exercise a little tolerance and try to find the true secret, he will be
greatly interested and amused. .

Mr. White, chess editor of the Leeds Mercury Supplement, has again
been compelled to spread his favours over two columns. On December
12th, 1891, he introduced his Christmas recreations by a rather easy three-
mover by Mrs. W. J. Baird. The position is as follows (Forsyth notation :
begin at top left-hand corner and work from left to right. Figures mean
vacant squares, capitals mean White pieces, and small letters mean Black):—

1kti1bKt:1B3prPktr3K2Pp12Pk4R2p1pQ2Kt3zPo.

Mate in three. The name of the author of the next problem is sufficient
guarantee that there is something good. The posi.tion by B. G. Laws—6 B
26kt3p2b 1 Kt2K 3ks5 Qr 1 qrkt3 matein one—is headed : “’Tis
like the bee, a small but clever thing; you may its honey taste, or feel its
sting!” No more appropriate criticism could be given : its very simplicity
will to many be a real difficulty, and if they fail to see the point at once
they are strongly advised to try the next production, by E. Holt, viz. :—2 b
3k1p12Q 4 K17ktskt1 B rr. Here Black has just made an illegal
move. Replace: then the King moves as penalty; after which White
compels Black to mate in two moves. This is a very neat affair indeed,
and probably will give little trouble to anyone well posted in the laws
relating to the giving of odds. Position four is a remarkable one and forms
the subject of an interesting dispute bptween two players. As_ 'the story
says, “both claim the game.” We give a diagram of the position at the

. critical stage, and we can assure our
readers that the solution can be
satisfactorily explained. At this
point White “suddenly put the Black
King into check by a most dexterous
manceuvre, which forms the subject
of the puzzle.”

How did White, without vio-
lating any of the laws of chess, give
mate in three moves, and is he
thereby entitled to the game ?

Father Chrismas closes the fun
by a two-mover. If the task of
working out the puzzles already given
be too great for our readers, they
can concentrate their energies upon
this problem with a greater chance of
success. The pieces are placed thus :
3R7b2K3qB2Kt1Kt2k7p3R3p1P4Qurktyrabi.

BLACK.

WHITE.
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Mate in two. On December 19th, 1891, the second instalment was given,
the following position by B. G. Laws being selected to lead off: 3 R 5b 7
Pk 16 K 28, White to play and, with Black’s assistance, give mate in
three moves. The editor says that he has never previously given such a
specimen. Accepting this hint and interpreting the conditions somewhat
liberally, we think that more than one solution can be reached. The
author’s idea is distinctly a new feature in problem composition. Another
neat position—4br2rrBrktkt Q o KtspRb3psp2zR 4P g4
q 7—is supplied by E. Holt. It will be noticed that there are no Kings
on the board. The task of the solver, therefore, is to place the two Kings
on the board so that White or Black can mate or self-mate in two moves.
This kind of problem is, we believe, the invention of Mr. E. N. Franken-
stein, and the above is an admirable specimen. We are responsible for the
publication of the next problem, which we call *“ The Rookery.” Some may
stand aghast at the number of Rooks on the board, and we can only retort
that the idea is not possible in any other form. The position is as follows ;—
K6Qsk6R6R6R4p1P4pi1brgR 2 White compels Black to
mate in sixteen moves. If the problem should be found difficult—we think it
will not—it may help the solver if we slightly paraphrase the conditions
thus: White annihilates his force in sixteen moves. A pretty little two-
mover by Dr. Gold—g Bt R1 BrpR kt s kt1k4Q 12 P 5 K 4—
completes a liberal and most original collection of curiosities. On the
26th of December the Newcastle Weekly Chronicle opened its column for
““Chess Curios.” The first position by S. Loyd, called *“Crossing the
Danube,” is an old friend. Place the pieces thus :—24 Kt Kt Kt Kt 1 kt
kt kt 32. Change the Knights from one side to the other, the White,
Knights going to the right, and the Black to the left. The moves need not
be made by White and Black alternately, but two Knights must never
BLACK. occupy the same file. If the older
persons cannot do this let the chil-
dren try; it is a good puzzle for
them. The next item is a problem
by C. B. Vansittart: 7 Q 35bgra2
Pp3k 1 b1 K4 White moved
last. Retract this move then White
to play and mate in two moves.
If we mistake not this position is
badly ¢ cooked.” A member of the
Leeds Club showed us two solutions,
and from them we got a third.
Position three is G. Reichelm’s
well-known problem, ¢ The Knight-
Errant,” which is to be found
. in the second number of Bren-
WHITE. tano’s Chess Monthly. It is a
White mates in eighteen moves. masterly production, and those who
have not seen it will find considerable strategy in the solution.
A curious puzzle by Dr. C. F. Koch, similar to the one published in this
magazine in November, 1889, is next provided. The positionis 8k 1 K 5
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pipspipspipsR1R6P8BKtKtBQ 1. White to mate with
the Pawn in sixteen moves without capturing any of the Black Pawns.
A skeleton game and a few oddities . for players make up a very interesting
column. (70 be continued.)

SOLUTIONS OF PROBLEMS.

No. 782, by E. N. Frankenstein.—1 B—R 2.

No. 783, by H. Doyle.—1 Q—Kt 7.

No. 784, by H. Doyle.—1 Q—K 6.

No. 785, by A. E. Watson.—1 B—B 4, K—K 4; 2 QxP ch, &. If 1..., K—
Kt 3; 2 Q—K Kt 2 ch, &c. If 1..., any other ; 2 Kt—Kt 8 ch, &c.

No. 786, by Rev. A. B. Thynne.—No solution. Author’s intention, 1 B—B 2, is
defeated by 1..., Kt xB. If now, 2 R—K 5ch, KtxRch!
No. 787, by E. B. Schwann.—Two solutions. Author’s, 1 Q—R 8; also 1 Q—R 4,
No. 788, by J. Hlineny.—1 R—R 7, K—Q 3; 2 Q—K 6 ch, &c. If 1..., P—Q4:
;Kt (K7)—-B 6ch,&c. Ifr1.,P—Q3; 2K—K 3, & Ifr..,K—Qg§; 2 Rx
ch, &c.

No. 789, by S. Zimmermann.—1 P—Q 3, B’s P moves; 2 Kt (B 8)—K 7 ch, &c.
If 1..., K's P moves; 2 Kt (Kt 8—K 7ch, &. If1..,KxB; 2PxK’s P ch, &c.
If 1..., P—R 8 Bec. Q; 2 BxB’s P, &c.

No. 790, by L. Cimburek.—Two solutions. Author’s, 1 Q—R 3; also 1 Q—B 3ch

No. 791, by J. Drtina.—1 Kt—K B 2, KxKt; 2 Q—K sq, K—B§; 3 %fKt 4
ch,&c. If2P—Bg4; 3Q—Q2ch, &c. If 2., Kt moves; 3 Q—K 4ch, &c. If
1..., K—K 43 2 Q—Kt 7 ch, any; 3 B—B sq ch, or Q—B 8, or Q—Q B 7 ch accord-
ingly. If 1..., Ktany; 2 Q—Kt 2 ch, any; 3 Q—K 4 ch or Q—Q B 6 ch accordingly.
If 1..., any other; 2 Q—Q Bsq, K—K'4; 3Q—Q B 7ch, &c.

No. 792, by Mrs. W. J. Baird.—1 Kt—Q 4.

No. 793, by H, Doyle.—Three solutions. Autltor’s, 1 R—Q 4; also 1 B—K 4and
1 RxP ch, &c.

No. 794, by Mrs. W. A. Clark.—1 Q—B 5.
No. 795, by P. F. Blake.—1 Q—Kt sq.

No. 796, by P. F. Blake.—Three solutions. Author’s, 1 B—Kt 7; also 1 Q—Kt
6 and 1 Q—Q sq ch, &c. -
No. 797, by O. Brenander.—Two solutions. 1 Rx B ; also 1 Kt—B 6 ch.

No. 798, by G. Hume,—1 B—R sq, Kt—B 2; 2 Q—R 6¢ch, &. If 1..., Kt—
Kt3; 2Q—Q7ch,&c. If1.,Kt—K6; 2P—B§ch, &. If1..,Kt—Q 7; 2
Q—K 4ch, &c. If 1.., P—Kt 7 or R moves; 2 Q—B 8 ch, &c.

No. 799, by G. Hume.—1 Kt—Kt 3, PxKt; 2 Q—Kt sq, K~B5; 3B—Q2ch
K moves ; ;QxP,Bmeate. ’ ’ ’ 53 Q ’

No. 800, by G. Hume.—1 B—R 5, K—Q 6; 2 Kt—Q 6 ch, K—K6; B2
Pmovesch;’ 4Q—K 2 ch, Bmeaté. ’ ’ P 3Q=B2

No. 8o1, by G. Hume.—1 R—R 5, K—B 5; 2B—Q 2ch, K—Kt §5; 3Q—K B 7
Bmovesch;,4Q—B4ch,Bmeat;. ’ 53Q ’

5 @—-zﬁ—.,
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PROBLEMS.

“BRITISH CHESS MAGAZINE” PROBLEM TOURNEY.

No. 1.

Motto :—“ Peace with Honour.”

BLACK.

WHITE.

White mates in three moves.

No. 2.
Motto :—“Ride si sapis.”
BLACK.

WHITE.
White mates in three moves.

No. 8.
Motto :—* Chess.” *
BLACK.

WHITE.

White mates in three moves.

No. 4.
Motto :—* Vanitas Vanitatum.”
BLACK.

WHITE.
White mates in three moves,

K
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PROBLEMS.

“BRITISH CHESS MAGAZINE” PROBLEM TOURNEY.
No. 8. No. 6,

Motto =—*Toujours gai L.” Motto :—* Toujours gai I1”
_ BLACK., BLACK.
" WHITE. WHITE.

White mates in three moves. White mates in three moves.
No. 8.

No. 7. Motto :—* Little strokes fell

Motto :—*“ Toujours gai IIL.” great oaks.”

BLACK. BLACK.
WHITE, WHITE.

White mates in three moves,

White mates in three moves,
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-PRORLI
No. 802.—By Miss LiLIAN BaIrD,
BRIGHTON.
Aged ten years.
EACK.
‘WHITE.

White mates in two moves.

No. 804.—By A. B. THYNNE,
SEEND. -

BLACK.

WHITE.
White mates in three moves.
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THE "STAUNTON" CHESSMEN.

“ Combining grace and solidity to a degree hitherto unknown.”"—Z7'he Times.

137

NOTICE.—The “STAUNTON” CHESSMEN have a fac-simile of Mer.

Staunton’s signature attached to each box. 1t is necessar

to state this

elearly, as many Chessmen are offered as the Staunton Chessmen, b
which have no right whatever to the title, being in every respeet a'.l:

inferior article.
NoO.
ooo Ebony and Boxwood, in polished Mahogany box ...
oo Ebony and Boxwood, large size, in polished Mahogany box
o Ebony and Boxwood, loaded, in Mahogany case ...
14 Ebony and Boxwood, lcaded small size Club, in Mahoga.ny
case
2 Ebony and Boxwood loaded, Club snze, ln Mahogany case
*3 Finest African Ivory, in Leather Casket ...
*4 Finest African Ivory, in Leather Casket, richly lined s
%44 Finest African Ivory, small size Club, in Leather
Casket, richly lined .
s Finest African Ivory, Club size, in extra Iarge Leather
Casket, richly lined .
6 Ditto, in nandsome Spanish Mahogany case, ﬁtted in trays
with divisions, lined throughout with rich silk velvet

£

= 0 0

RN Oh n™

10

I

s
15
17

5

ooo &

0000

15
5
4
6
8

10 ©

15 ©

* These sets may be had, if preferved, in pdulud wood case, with lock, lined silk velvet,

at same prices.

Presentation Sets, fitted in Rosewood Cases, with Inscription Shield, and

boards to match, made to order, from £16 16s.
BEST QUALITY CHESS BOARDS

inches 16 18
Folding Leather, Black and Buff Squares ... 4/9 6/ 8/6
Do. Red and Buff e 6/~ 7/6 9ly
Flat Mahogany (polished) with Rosewood and
Holly Squares, suitable for Clubs and
‘Tourneys, superior quahty wee 9[- II[- 13,6

Best quality, panelled .. 17/- 20/-

976

12/-

24/-

27/

May be had of all Stationers & Fancu Dealers throughout the hingdom.

WHOLESALE :

JOHN JAQUES & SON, 102, Hatton Garden, LON DON E.C.

Liberal Discouns to CLUBS. Catalogue post free.






B.C.M. PORTRAIT GALLERY.

PiERRE CHARLES FOURNIE DE SAINT-AMANT.
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Pierre Charles Fournié de Saint-Amant was born of a noble French
family ‘on September ‘2nd, 1800. Like. others of his class after the
Revolution he had to go into business, and we find him in the wholesale
wine trade. His position seems to have been very like that of Mr.
Ruskin’s father as described in Preferita,; he travelled on his own account,
passed the vintage season in Médoc (the Bordeaux wine country), and at
other times of the year visited . England, Belgium, and other countries, not
condescending, however, to any retail business. His head-quarters were
in Paris, and he served in the National Guard, we helieve with the rank of
captain. In this capacity,-it is stated, he moré than once attracted the
notice of King Louis Philippe, who discoursed with him on the subject of
Chess. As with other Chess masters of that time, it is impossible to trace
his early career or the steps by which he rose: Chess news in those days
was neither so minute nor so inquisitive as it has since become. We only
know in a general way that Saint-Amant had been the Chess pupil both of
Deschapelles and of Labourdonnais; that on the death of the latter in
1840, Deschapelles showed no disposition to reclaim the championship he
had formerly abdicated ;- and that Saint-Amant stepped into the vacant
place by general consent. A claim was, it is said, made on behalf of
Kieseritzky, then lately settled in Paris from Livonia; and Delannoy tells
us that there were jealous rivals of Saint-Amant who, rather than acknow-
ledge him as champion, would have preferred a foreigner. What is
certain is, that Saint-Amant and Kieseritzky were never on good terms,
and there is no record of their having played together. We believe that
the award of contemporary French opinion was right: Kieseritzky was
essentially a “gallery ” player, dealing chiefly in “fireworks” against weak
opponents ; while Saint-Amant was more solid, and could be equally
brilliant on occasion. The Palaméde was suspended during the year
which followed the death of Labourdonnais: in 1842 the second, series

B1I
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began with Saint-Amant as editor and George Walker as a regular
contributor, and continued until it was stopped by the Revolution of 1848.
Saint-Amant did his work very ably, according to the standard of those
times. He tells us that his first business visit to England was in 1836,
and that he had already reached his full strength; Staunton then knew
him, at least by sight, but he did not know Staunton, who had not yet
taken a prominent position among English players. Staunton himself has
left it on record that Saint-Amant, a few years before their matches of
1843, could have given him the Rook. We shall not here dwell on those
matches, a full account of them having appeared in the B.C.M. for
December, 1883 : it will be enough to state that the first match, a slight
affair for small stakes in the early summer of that year, was won by Saint-
Amant by 3 games to 2 and 1 draw; the second and more important one,
for 4100 a-side, in November and December, was won by Staunton by
11 to 6 and 4 draws. Noticing their first match, Saint-Amant has the
grace to admit that Staunton was by no means a slow player; the time
records of the later match showed that he himself was much slower.
Saint-Amant bore his defeat with dignity : he was always a gentleman, and
behaved much better than some of his countrymen who did their utmost
to explain away the result of the championship match and the loss of
national prestige. By 1851, the year of the first International Tourna-
ment, he had retired from match play; but in 1859 he chivalrously crossed
swords with Morphy in casual games, and fared no better than others.
Late in life he purchased an estate in Algeria, settled there and, good man
of business that he was, cultivated it himself: and there he died on
October 25, 1872, his life shortened by a carriage accident, the effects of
which he never completely got over. At this time, we believe, he was in
affluent circumstances. Staunton, who in less than two years was to follow
him to the grave, wrote handsomely about him, and reprinted two of their
best match games, won by Saint-Amant, .n the J/ustrated London News.
Delannoy, writing about him in 1842, enlarges upon his brilliant con-
versational powers, how he had high spirits for the young, philosophy for
the elderly, wit for all, &c. &c. The same writer, in an obituary notice in
La Stratégie, not remarkable either for fulness or accuracy when treating
of Saint-Amant’s match play, tells us that “he had the manners of the old
French nobility, from whom he was descended.” On this point M.
Delannoy’s testimony must be pronounced unexceptionable, wW.W.

A VACATION RAMBLE AND A CONSULTATION.

By CHARLEs ToMLINsON, F.R.S.

ParT II.

The patients at Grifrath were about sixty in number, of various
nationalities, and of both sexes. There were a good many Spaniards, one
or two Dutch, a few Germans, but the majority were English. A few only
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were accommodated in the hotel, the greater number being scattered about
in lodgings. Those who dined in the hotel were for the most part English,
and I soon got acquainted with most of them. Some among the number
paid but short visits; one such was the Dutch master of the mint, who
sat next to me for a few days. He did not speak German and I did not
speak Dutch, so we conversed in French, which he spoke fluently. He
was well up in the chemistry of the precious metals, but apparently knew
little or nothing of the literature of his country, for when I asked him who
was the best Dutch poet, he replied, * Ossian/” He had probably seen
a translation of Macpherson’s work, and mistook it for a Dutch poem.

I soon got acquainted with Schneider, the Hofrath’s factotum, and
gave him my card with a dollar concealed beneath it. He took it in the
most innocent manner, so evidently ignoring the bribe ;. he then inclined
the card towards the light, pretending to read it attentively, and put it
into his waistcoat pocket, in so clever a manner, that no one present could
see the hidden treasure. He was a blear-eyed thick-set little man, with a
somewhat surly expression. He was frequently out in the hall among the
patients, with the stump of a cigar between his lips; but when he heard a
certain signal given from the consultation room, he put his cigar now in
one place, now in another, evidently by way of concealment. I found out
after some days the reason of this. The waiting-girls were in the habit of
stealing his cigar, and this practical joke being repeated from day to day,
Schneider exercised his ingenuity in varying his places of concealment.

The effect of my douceur to Schneider was such that on the second
day, while I was at dinner, I was summoned into the Hofrath’s room. I
was said to be particularly fortunate, since some patients had to wait a
week or more before they were admitted. The Hofrath was of course
decorated, as every German is, and being oculist to the blind King of
Hanover, derived his decoration from that fountain of honour. But the
readers of the B.C.M., taking note of the sub-title to this narrative, will
not care to know the result of my consultation with the Hofrath, but will
rather expect to hear of a consultation game, and they shall not be
disappointed, only it is a long story to tell how it came about.

The dining-room or Saa/ was also used for breakfast and tea, Each
guest or party of two or three received a measure of tea and a teapot.
Just outside the Sza/ was a kettle of water standing over a spirit lamp.
We had often to wait until it boiled, and when it did boil, there was a rush
for it, and the kettle was quickly emptied. One of the girls then ran with
it downstairs, refilled it, and returned it to the spirit lamp. Some
impatient souls made their tea with hot instead of boiling water. Break-
fast over, the Sza/ became a drawing-room, where the ladies worked,
chatted, and read, wrote, and received their letters. One day the postman
entered and called out, “Hoo-key.” No one responded, but on looking at
the letter it was found to be for one Hughes. One morning I found two
ladies playing chess on a board of their own construction, as appeared by
the following inscription on the back: “Mrs. —— found the wood, price
2d.; Miss found the paper and the paste; and Miss did the
work, marking out the squares, &c.” The pieces were from a toy shop in
.Diisseldorf.
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I watched the game to its conclusion, when a request was made that I
should encounter the winner. I consented, but the lady would not play
unless I gave her the odds of Q Knight. I did so and opened with
1 P—Q Kt third.

“What an odd beginning! Is that a recognised opening?”

¢ Certainly : it is the Flanchetto di Donna. 1 play it in honour of
you ladies !”

“Very polite!”

1 P—K4 my Knight and make me double

2 B—Kt 2 2 Kt—QB 3 my Pawns!” to PxB
3II;—KK3 3£—K5 11 PxP 11 PxP

4 St—% 2 4 P—Q4 12 Ktx P 12 B—K 2

6 B—K 2 6 KB—Q3 14 K—Kt3 14 B—QB4

7 Castles 7 Castles 1s Q—K B3 15 R—K
8FKBs 3 B—Q_QQ 2 16 QR—K~ 16 Q B—K 3

L X 17 Kt—R5 17 Q—Q

1o Bx Kt 18 Q—Kt 3ch 18 K—R
“Its a great shame of you to take | 19 Q mates.

The lookers-on justly remarked that if at 18 K—B the result might
have been different.

But this does not bring me to the consultation. It came about in an
odd way. One morning on entering the Saa/ rather early, I found it
occupied only by a little damsel sitting with a book before her, and tears
were running down her pretty cheeks. I looked over her shoulder and
asked why she was crying. “ Because I've got to learn this!” “Why, its
Schiller’s Maria Stuart. You must be a good German scholar to be able
to read it.” “I don’t know a word of German!” “Then who set you to
read this?” ‘The pastor.” *“Then the pastor is a goose.” “He is a
great bear!” “So he is; he does not know how to teach German. Shall
I give you a lesson?” “Yes, if it is not too hard.” ¢“No, it shall be
quite easy and very short. I will write it down. Jck bin hungrig. That
means?” It looks like 7 am Aungry.” “Quite right; we shall get on
beautifully. Now say it after me, and pronounce it exactly as I do.
That's capital. Du bist ‘diirstig. That means?” “Thou art thirsty.”
“Good| Mein Bruder ist krank” My brother is—what is krank?”
“Don’t you ever feel kranky?” ¢“Oh yes, #ZL” “Quite right. Wir sind
arm.” “What's arm?” “Poor. Ihr seyd reich” * You are rich.”
“Good! Sie sind in dem Garten” “They are in the garden.” * Excellent!
Now, to-morrow morning you are to repeat all this to me, and I will give
you another lesson. But you have not told me your name.” ¢ Isabella.”
“A very pretty name. Jsabella is a bella donna. We must be friends, so
give me a kiss.”

Just at this moment mama came in. * Hoity-toity Professor ! what
are you about?” “We were just about to swear eternal friendship.”
“ Eternal fiddlesticks! Now Bella, have you learnt the German the pastor
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set you?” “Now really, my dear lady, it is too bad of the pastor to set
Isabella to work on Schiller at her very first lesson.” *Well, I sappose he
knows his own language.” “ But he doesn’t know how to teach it.” “ Will
you give him a hint?” “ Willingly, and I will also supplement his lessons
with some easy ones of my own.” “A thousand thanks. I want Bella to
know German. Her cousins will be here to-morrow, and they are clever
girls. By the bye, that reminds me, I told them in my last letter that you
played chess, and beat everybody here, even giving them odds. They will
be sure to challenge you. Their father is my brother. He is the incumbent
of an out of the way rural parish, and they devote their winter evenings to
chess. I assure you your laurels are in danger.”

Next day I had to wait in Miss Flick’s hall part of the day before I
could see the Hofrath. It was a matter of general complaint that no one
had a fixed time for an interview ; but that there was always a scramble to
get a sight of the great man. Some suggested that a petition should be got
up to ask him to be a little more orderly. The thermometer was go° + F.
in the shade, and the sun blazed fiercely into the waiting hall. I proposed
the following, but the patients did not accept it :—

Great Hofrath ! consider the weather,
And don’t keep us broiling together

In this terrible hall of Miss Flick ;
But give us the times when your Grace is

To trim up the lamps in our faces,
And you'll get through your work much more slick !

However, I saw him at last, and the next day I was free; and so after
breakfast I set out for a long walk, and got entangled in a small copse.
After some trouble, I regained the path which led into a kind of glade,
where 1 overtook a man in black and asked him to direct me. He said he
was going towards Grifrath, so we walked together, and beguiled the way
with chat. Among other topics, he related an anecdote beginning with
these words :—* When Blucher rescued Wellington at Waterloo—" This
was a surprise to me, as much as was the question put to the Iron Duke
himself by a young coxcomb. My lord, wernt you surprised at
Waterloo?” ¢ No,” retorted the Duke, “ but I am now!”

After proceeding some way, I fell in with Bella and her mama in
company with the clergyman, his wife, and three blooming daughters. I
was introduced to them. The clergyman was the identical Hughes, whose
name so puzzled the German letter carrier, and the young ladies were
Agnes, Bertha, and Clara, afterwards known as tAe a/pkabes, much to my
cost, for as I became better acquainted with them, the people at Flick’s
were constantly chaffing me with such questions as * How are you getting
on with your A B C?” “ Are you working at your alphabet this morning?”
and similar small elementary jokes. I didn’t care for all this, seeing that
the ladies were charming types of the English damsel, natural and un-
affected, and fond of culture. Papa told me that his daughters were
anxious to play a consultation game against me. “They beat me,” he said,
“when they lay their heads together. I hope you will have better luck and
take them down a peg or two !”

;- _.On arranging the terms on which we were to fight, I insisted on playing
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even, or that they should give me odds, but they would not hear of such a
thing. They requested me to give them a Rook, but this I positively
declined. “ A Knight?” “No.” “Pawn and two?” To this I at
length assented, remarking by way of consolation, that if beaten the odds
were too much for me, and we must play even.

There was some excitement among the visitors, who took different
sides, some saying that it would be great fun to see the professor not able
to master his alphabet, while the more friendly side said that the professor
knew his A B C as well as his P’s and Q’s.

At length, one morning after breakfast the lists were arranged. The
three fair champions sat round a small table, on which was placed the field
of battle. A number of ladies and a few gentlemen looked on, some
acting as umpires, others as critics. I was placed at the further end of the
Saal, so as not to overhear the consultations of the Confederates. I had
rgy little “Roget” pocket chess board in hand, and the game proceeded
thus :—

[Remove Black’s K B P.]

« WHITE. BLACK. WHITE. BLACK.

THE CONFEDERATES. THE PROFESSOR. | THE CONFEDERATES. THE PROFESSOR.
1 P—K 4 16 QKt—K 2 16 R—K B

2 P—Q4 2 P—K 3 17Q0R—Q B 17 Kt—QR 4
3 P—KBg 3 P—Q B4 18Q—QB3 18 Kt—Q B3
4 P—QB3 4 PxP 19 Bx Kt 19 Kt PxB

5 PxP 5 P—Q 4 20 P—Q Kt 4 20 P xP enpass.
6 P—K 5 6 Kt—Q B 3 21 QxP 21 B—Q 2

7 KB—Q 3 7 P—K Kt 3 22 KR—Q B 322 B—Kt 4

8 KKt—B3 8 B—K2=:2 23 QR—Q B 223 B—QB 3

9 Castles 9 Kt—K R 3 24 Q—Q Kt 7 24 QR—Q Kt
10 Q B—K 3 10 Castles 25 Q—Q B6 25 Q—Q Kt 3
11t QKt—B 3 11 P—QR 3 26 Q—Q 7 26 R—Q Kt 2
12 Q—Q Kt 3 12 P—Q Kt 4 27 Q—Q R4 27 B—QKt6
13 P-QR3 13 Kt—K Ktj; 28 QxB 28 QxQ

14 KR—K (a) 14 Ktx B 29 RxQ 29 RxR

15 RxKt 15 RxKBP 3o R—Q B3 30 RxQRP

The game was prolonged for twenty more moves, when the
Confederates resigned.

NoTe By AGNES.
(@) “How stupid of us! we ought to have moved Q B—Q 2.”
P! .

I suppose it was the heat of the weather that enervated us, and made
our game to resemble Pope’s needless Alexandrine,—

“ Whickh, like a wounded snake, drags its slow length along.”

But the heat of these early August days was overpowering. The ther-
mometer one afternoon registered 933° in the shade, and the Hofrath’s the
unusual figure of 28° R. (95° F.). As our game drew out its tedious
length, the lookers-on lost their interest in it, and gradually withdrew.
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When at length my fair antagonists gave in, I complimented them on their
gallant struggle in an uphill fight during the last twenty moves or so.
They replied that they were not discouraged, and would be ready to go on
with the match as soon as the Hofrath’s féte-day was over. This was close
at hand, and all Grifrath was in expectant jubilee, preparing flags,
triumphal arches and other decorations, music, speeches, and feasting. At
length the day arrived, and the decorations were complete. The Hofrath
announced that he would receive patients up to two p.m., so I took my
place in Miss Flick’s furnace-hall early. Suddenly there was a series of
bang! bang! bang! screams, and a rush of kitchen damsels into the
hall. It appeared that Miss Flick’s brother was engaged in drying some
fireworks in the kitchen, when one of them caught light and kindled the
others. That was the whole of the mischief, except that my coffee, an
hour later, tasted strongly of gunpowder.

The Hofrath’s birthday was ushered in with early music, and about
eleven a.m. the Burgomaster and his colleagues, accompanied by a band
of music, drew up before the Hofrath’s window, and struck up the national
.air. The Hofrath then put his head out of the window, listened to a
long speech, the burden of which was gratitude for the prosperity he had
brought into the place by means of his numerous patients. The Hofrath
briefly replied, then shut the window, and retired to his work. In the
evening there were fireworks, music, processions, feasting, toasts, and
speeches, which were prolong<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>