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God’s Timetable

Kevin W. Rhodes

n Psalm 74 the question rings out,
“O God, why have You cast us off

forever?” (Psa. 74:1). Psalm 75
implies God’s answer, and it 13 simple:
“I haven’t.” No matter how bad our
problems may seem, no matter how
difficult the challenges we face, and no
matter how bad the consequences we
must accept, God is still there, ready to
aid, ready to deliver, and ready to show
mercy, when the time 1s right. Therefore,
learning to be faithful and thankful while
operating on God’s timetable is essential,
and it should form the foundation for the
message we live by, stand by, and speak.

The tone of Psalm 75 points to the end
of Babylonian captivity when the psalmist
recognizes God’s hand in the decree of
Cyrus that signified the end of a seventy
year exile (Psa. 75:1-3) and finally feels
vindication for the warning offered to the
Chaldean captors about boasting in their
power (Psa. 75:4-5). The faithful knew
that God would redeem them eventually,
and thus their faith depended not on the
powerful armies of surrounding nations
but on the God who can raise up any
nation He so chooses (Psa. 75:6-7). God
will judge nations as well as people, and
there are consequences for the oppressor
(Psa. 75:8). Therefore, regardless of our
political situation, country of origin, or
place of power, the honor and the glory
always belong to the LORD (Psa. 75:9),
and He will determine who rises and falls
in power (Psa. 75:10). He always has.

The life lessons available in this simple
psalm of thanksgiving are many. (1) God

deserves not only our petitions for help
but also our thanks when it is provided.
(2) We must accept God’s timetable and
recognize that the desired outcome 1s
not simply justice, and not just our relief
from oppression, but also our learning
from the experience. (3) The worldly
position we may occupy in the moment 1s
no guarantee of the future, and humility
coupled with mercy should guide our
interaction with others rather than power
and dominance. (4) We must ever trust
in God for protection and deliverance,
especially in recognizing His providence,
lest we come to place our confidence in
man and men. (5) God will judge, the
unjust will suffer the consequences of their
behavior, and no country has immunity
from this fact. (6) Our praises offered to
God should recognize His sovereignty,
power, and love regardless of our current
situation because we know who He is, we
know that He does not change, and we
know that He 1s worthy. (7) We can have
confidence in our faithfulness knowing
that God will ultimately set everything
right; therefore, it i1s not necessary for
us to do so or to place Him on our own
schedule. We accept this in faith and
therefore must accept the timing in faith
as well.

When we try to figure out how
everything should be in life, we must
content ourselves with studying God’s
Word and applying it personally and
leave the rest up to God, knowing that He
knows best. It is a hard lesson to accept
but a most important one to learn.




“~News and Notes

/
Prayer request...

« Sandra Bachhofer had a procedure done Thursday.
* Johnnie Daugherty had eye surgery on Tuesday.

* Emma Hackler was in the hospital with walking pneumonia. All of the family has been very
sick.

* James Hunt came home last Saturday.

* (Casey Lehtinen’s blood work is normal but he will probably need to see a pulmonary doctor for
his lungs. He will be retested on Sept. 6". Please pray for appetite and lungs to improve.

* Barbara Milstead who has been visiting with us, had eye surgery on Tuesday.

* (Carrie Williams had surgery on Tuesday. She was able to come home Wednesday.

Directory Update

Bill Tranum 817-653-2687 Billy Bryant 817-403-1944
Town Hall Estates 6021 County Road 1022
207 S. Old Betsy Rd. Joshua, TX 76058-5043

Keene, TX 76059

Kyle Day; 817-666-7623, 1404 W. Long St. Unit A Stephenville, TX 76402

Shelby Day; 817-240-5034, 1404 W. Long St. Unit A Stephenville, TX 76402

Luke Norman; PO Box 1944, Manchaca, TX 78652

Mary McPherson; 3126 4™ St., Apt. 306, Lubbock, TX 79415

Stephanie Saldafia; 254-396-9902, 2202 Mac Davis Lane, Apt. 523, Lubbock, TX 79401

Please note...
*  Wednesday night, August 30", we will have singing in the annex. There will be no classes.
*  Youth Devotional will be at Wendy Cammack’s home on Sunday, September 3.

¢ The Fall Quarter will begin on Sunday, September 3. If you have not received your
curriculum or have any questions, please see Ryan.

« Ladies Bible Class will resume on Wednesday, September 6", at 10:00 AM in the annex. We will
be studying the book of Joshua.

Centurion of Scripture Challenge 2017 (NKJ}V)
Luke 24:44
Then He said to them, “These are the words I spoke to you while I was still with you, that all things must be fulfilled

Leviticus 26:46
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Those who Serve
Lords' Supper: 8/27

Front South Front North
Mike Hight Kenneth Helm
Clark Lehtinen Doug Jones
Bill Hughes Daniel Hughes
Back South Back North
Joe Warlick James Hunt
Dennis Lane Doug Kilcrease
Jim Hudgins James Henslee

Leading prayers:

Sunday AM Jetff Day
Rob Stidolph
Sunday PM Justin Hewlett
Tom Collins
Wednesday PM Daniel Hughes
Announcements:
Sunday AM-PM: Dale Ash
Wednesday Doug Jones

Song leaders:

Sunday AM Russ Jones
Sunday PM Russ Jones
Wednesday PM Singing in annex

Foyer Personnel:
Sunday & Wednesday J- D. Allen

Collection Counting

Justin Hewlett / Wayne Gentry

Beacon of Truth, Pat Mclntosh’s internet
radio program will be on Monday thru Friday at
7:00 AM.

Expositions, Kevin’s new television program,
airs at 7:30 pm Monday nights on GBN and will
re-air on Saturdays at 2:30 pm.
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Sermons for Sunday

What Matters in Eternity
1 Corinthians 16:22-24

Three Long Days

Calendar of Events

K™

9/15-16  Marriage and Family Seminar
with John and Carla Moore
11/5-8 Gospel Meeting with Mark Hanstein
1/19-20  Evangelism Seminar
with Rob Whitacre
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Bible Class....cccveieiiiiiiiiiieeiicciecceeeeeen 118
AM Worship.....cccoooiiiiiiiiieee 181
PM Worship ....ccooviiiiiiiiiiiiiciieciec e 127
Wednesday Bible Class...........c.cccoceiiiinin. 107
Contribution..........uveeeiiiieiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeees $5,717
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Granbury Street Church of Christ
1211 N. Granbury Street
Cleburne, TX 76033

817-517-7713 (Local) or 817-517-6515 (Metro)
FAX: 817-556-3822

granburystreet@aol.com

\_ Www.granburystreetchurchofchrist.com y




