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FIRST,
THERE WAS
BLACKNESS.

THEN...

...THERE WAS
METAL.












1 HEARD THIS
15 THEIR FIFTH
SCHOOL IN T
'\ _FOUR YEARS. g

[ ‘scHoOL THEY |
PUT 4 KID IN THE

=7 CRUSHED
HIM JUST FOR
LOOKING AT

T HEARD
THEY K/LL
,  HIM.




BULLCRAP,
IF THEY
KILLED HIM
THEY'D BE
IN JAL.

WE SHOULD
AVOID THEM
LIKE A& NEBULAN
TROG BEAST.




W 1D LIKE YOU
TO MEET OUR
NEW TRANSFER

() ~SHAWN Y@ Q2 .99

LET'S EACH

OF US TRY AND
MAKE THEM FEEL
WELCOME HERE AT
RONALD REAGAN
JR. HIGH.




S0, BOYS, IS /
THERE ANYTHING B8

YOU'D LIKE TO
TELL US ABOUT /A4

YOURSELVES? M

5

WE'D
PREFER TO Y
LETOUR RN
ACTIONS BN
DEFINE US. S

OH, T'M SURE
THERE MUST BE
SOMETHING YOU W

\ \_ CAN TELL US. ALL FRIENDS
HERE. COME ON,
LET'S BREAK

SOME /CE. ¢




gy

'OU INSI
ON PRYING.

, Nws ACE Has
BEEN IV THE SUIEET,

S0OUNDS
BLAC'K //ETHL




FAIR
ENOUGH.
CLASS, ANY
QUESTIONS?

R
TWIVS, RIGHT--
SO WHICH 1S5
THE EVIL
ONE?




DIFFERENT
CHOOL, 5
T U

AV
| % o
N THEY'RE

A WEAK AND
SUPERSTITIOUS
LOT.




CHOOSE
YOUR WORDS
EFULLY,

YOUR LASTY




GIVE ME
PILLS BUT
I STOPPED

-

TO BUM RUSH
Y4, BUT IT'S NOT

AR EVERYDAY WE
1=

AND T HAD
TO GET TO
YOU BEFORE THE
POD PEOPLE

ALL SUCKE
You Up.




AND YOU KIDS
LOOK KINDA COOL,

‘CAUSE IF
YOU HADN'T
NOTICED, THIS
SCHOOL'S A
VanNiLea

RPAYGUN JR.
IF YOU WILL.




THAT'S
THE G¥M AND
THERE'S THE

JUST FOLLOW

¥ Now, IF YOU'D
ME, WE'LL HIT THE

HE WASN'T
KIDDING WHEN
HE SAID

EXCITABLE.

COME ON!

OEMON DAYS
A-WASTING--




THE GRASSY
ANOLL. ITS
WHERE ALL THE
\ ce/7s, Wessiavs, N

HEADS HANG

ALONG
WITH OTHER
ASSORTED SCuUM
AND VILLAINY. IT'S
OUR VERY OWN
HOS E/SLEY.




- " WHO'S
. THIS GRIM
*.° N _BEAUTY THAT
*.*.1 THINS MY BLOOD
*,*,*\ AND LIGHTS MY

HOLD, WAS

THAT A SMILE--

OR & TOOTHY
GRIN?



THEY
LOOK KINDA
INTENSE

LOOK, IT'S
THOSE NEW
BOYS, THE
TWIVS.

AND T'M NOT
GONNA MISS

57 WERE
DISSECTING
A BABY PIG IN BIO f:




DID YOU SEE

FROST AXE [ 1y it
. SERIOUS OUTFIT. |:

OF METAL.




4, OVERTAKES
ME "

N voU EAT IT THE [
& BETTER IT
S TASTES.

GAH, THIS
PATTY 15 MORE
BONE AND SO
THAN MEAT.




How
ABOUT

OVER
THERE?




THEY'RE
BURNS.

EYE MAKE-UP,
LADIES?

=) Nol

7  THINK IT'S

Y MAKE-UP AND T W
THINK YOU TWO  E
ARE REALLY TWI
g\ S/STERS.

BACK NOW,
OR T WILL
END YOU.

.....

PUSS--

TAKE YOUR
BEST SHOT,







IDON'T a §o 5 fs
UNDERSTAND IT, "~ Lo
BOYS. gXﬁEL_LrED :

AFTER JUS
O ONE DA

H
CALLED ME
& G/RL 50
I TRIED TO
MAKE HIM

: HE TEASED
YoU, WHY-- JUST
BECAUSE YOU'RE

J DIFFERENT? KIDS

TODAY CAN BE 4
NG, 50 MEAN.

xb@ ?




LUCKY YOU
WEREN'T 2
ARRESTED
AGAIN. X

7 LET'S HOPE
OUR LUCK HOLDS
THROUGH THIS
DARK WINTER
\ DUBBED JUNIOR /
: HIGH. :










J
\

. \ukjsi
2
k4

HE TEMPTS

ME, SAM. HE

BEGS TO BE
EXTINGU/ISHED.

GOO0D TIME,
BROTHER.




WAIT?
SHAWN, THIS
ISN'T THE
WAY HOME.

) TELL ME,
=2~ DEAR BROTHER,
AN WHAT CRIME HAE
WE COMMITTED,
WHAT MORTAL
SW..

% THAT r@%
2 =) [72) %
SFTUE HoroR L
TIN5 el -'
= : " SHOPPING « DINING o EV]




AH YES, THAT
CELEBRATION

OF THE
CRUCIFIXION  fy

.‘ F WE DON'T
GO IN FOR
_ THE 7TRENDY
>, NEW DEITIES.

DO YOUR
"OLD 6ODS"
COME WITH
¥ \ CHOCOLATE
BUNNIES?

=
)
7 4 ]

DAMN
YOUR SWEET

‘ ,‘“ ) /
 cHOCWHIT N/
BUMMIES! )
\ O/ /
_ﬂﬁ.____\:\._




WHOA,

r A
W creck cut S
THE FREAK [
FamLy. /

e

I

IT'S TRUE, N
I MAY ONLY BE A
FOSTER PARENT,
BUT I LOVE MY
| LITTLE ANGELS
LIKE ANY MOMMY
WOouLD Love
. HER SONS. 4~




OH MY GOD,
WHERE'S

MY CAMERA
PHONE? 4K

) AH VES,
EMBARRASSMENT,
IT I5 THE
UNEXPLORED
EMOTION.




=

— s\

s

R

v N

=

W MONU?ALEN‘? 10 WS
| 'l‘\\& MEDIOCRITY A
|

l
AN )‘)

THIS 1S. 4

A
Y
)




HOW LONG
MUST WE SUFFER
THIS VILE DEN OF

CONSUMPT/ION?

-

HEY, THOSE

. CARGO PANTS

3.\ YOU BOYS LIKE
MUCH.

AN
LOOOOOOK...
THEY COME IN MUCH WORSE
ACK. WHEN SHE'S
N/ICE.




COULD
THE FERRET
O.D. ON
\ SUGAR?

|










i ) *

=i !
W NOTHING :

THAT DOESN'T




SHOULD
WE ASK THE







FEELS LIKE
MILLENN/A.

DID YOU w

y [ SwtyBoYS ¥
FORGET 10

PAY AGAIN? [ :




; MEATLEAF
DINNER’

DOES THE
WOMAN INSIST ON

SUCH CULINARY
ATROCITIES? /-







THE TRUE
LACK METAL

-
Nty
-oO‘thO‘O-

[ Bl

>

i l-t‘
DRI













...THERE LIVED A [/
MASTER BLACKSMITH | |
OF THE NAME
GORN ATOLL.

HE WAS
THE FINEST
SWORD MAKER
OF THE AGE.













TWO

HELL BARONS,
E TH AN

E
[y
W
=
Z










AND WITH
BLEEDING
COINS

. OF GOLD;
COMMISSIONED
A SWORD

THEN THE ROTH BADE E4
HIS WITCHES INFUSE
E STEEL WI

TH L WITH
DARK MAGIC...




IT WAS SHEER
DESTRUCTION

WITH A HANDLE. @
; ;’ &




POSSESSION
OF THIS STEEL,
TOO GREAT FOR

ANY DEMON OF |
THE PIT.

BUT THE GREAT ODIN
| “STAYED HIS SON'G
HAND AND CONVINCED
TYR THEY SHOULD LET
THE DEMON TAKE THIS
BLADE TO HELL AND
HOPE HE SWINGS IT
MIGHTILY AND OFTEN.

IF THE SWORD
DEALS DEATH TO
THEIR. OWN KIND,

SO BE IT.

ZQ%







WITH THE SWORD AYAS

IN HAND, THE _ I/

— AND;
’Ey TO THE PIT...

o
™~

N
. b

...AND SOUGHT [l

7 A 3 :
2/ RS :
&
\/ o lﬂj\ R%L 7ITANS...
> Z

THUNDEROUS

AP,

=

...BUT WITH THE

THE ROTH HAD THE
=S| UPPER HAND.
= A

il S ull

a [
{ -
SWORD OF ATOLL }?




/

...HANDING
VON CHAR

A BLOODY
VICTORY.




THE SWORD TO
VON CHAR.

¥ - A N
EVEN IN DEFEAT |
THE ROTH WOULD
NOT RELINQUISH

E— =
...OF THE LAKE
OF GA-DOON.




HIS POSITION
A THE MOGT

OWERFU
HE'LL BARON
F THE PIT.




WHOA...

o/ ooy

- WHOA IS

RIGHT/ -
& S

S ITBACK- .
*.".\ WARDS! J.




/7

A
THE
BROTHERS
STRONGHA
_ARE UE.

THESE SICK A
WORDS.




‘\ \

HOLD.

~ Ty
THE PRIZE - } i
YOU SEEK, | QK \

THE sWorD I\ A\ DA
TOLD... /N S o

T : 0\

AN >
/ ..GRANTS
= e\
- THAT CAN A \

X N /] ’ ol —
»
. »
BUT BE
AN N WARNED, YOU
== CHANCE AT THE FOR THAT
Y PERIL OF YOUR 2| _ISTHE
SOUL. ~1 STILL ONE'S
FEAST...

\ Z —=,

- s




N ;
L 0
/A0
WHAT

AT WE
, HAVE BEGUN
NIRY THis DAy, IT May
ALL END BADLY,
BUT THIS MUCH
a I KNOW...










T

= i\

IT 1S TRUE,
MY LORD, THE

ROTH LWVES, BUT
DIFFERENT I SEE.
-\ CHANGED, THE DARK
ONE I5--5PLIT
ENTUWINE.

MEANING OF THIS
BLASPHEMY,
SOOTHSLAYER? \




IS THIS
CHANGE AN
EVOLUT/ION,
OR DOES

THE SPLIT
DIMINISH?

UNCLEAIZ,

EXPLAIN
YOURSELF,
BOLT. IT WAS
YOU I SENT,
YE€S?

IT WAS YOU
I ENTRUSTED
TO DESTROY THE
REINCARNATION
IN UTERO.

GRANT ME
&4 SECOND
CHANCE, SIRE. 1
SHALL NOT FAIL
YOU AGA/M.




STILL, T SHALL
GRANT YOU YOUR
CHANCE. BUT HEAR
ME, WHELP, THERE

WILL BE NOT :

N

NOW GET
FROM MY
S/GHT/

A SECOND
CHANCE?

SECOND
CHANCES IN
HELL ARE A4S
RARE RS /CE




s w .LISTEN . 11 s & @ . [ _-/,..— —— _ i . - . -
*//LaDy, YOUR BOYS Y > 2NN fap- /—\ P
ARE DEMONS/ LN ’\ F1 ¢ & ¢

s & o 4 {— [ ] / L
s - . e = & @

NOT FOR ALL THE

7 1T'S 80
HARD TO FIND
& GOOD BABY-

S/TTER THESE A ' \\ A
DA > ‘ "
| ay WE'RE OLD

ENOUGH TO
LOOK AFTER
oue.sewes.j

WE'LL
EVEN KEEP
THE TOAD

ALIVE

TO RUN TO THE

GROCERY STORE

AND T'LL HAVE MY
CELL ON.







SPEAK WORDS
TO YOUR GOD
AND TELL HIM
TO EXPECT YOU
SOON IN THE
HEREAFTER!

D ( ‘
S 3 \
R

-

T THOUGHT
A
SOMETHING, BUT Hggsggg%p,
\ HE'S NOT EVEN ( SHAWN. T THINK
N /,

CRYING. HE'S rll:OVING




SOMETWNGS
AMISS, BROTHER--
S TEgL I‘ZIOURSELF

FUNNY, T
REMEMBER
‘/Og BEING







'S '\‘ \f \____\
L @s --WE WILL
\Y PN \u\ BEST THIS
74 ~// FOE/

.]r‘.




NICELY G
PLAYED, BUT I
i

THAT TO LIVE
THIS BLACK
oAy




UH, SHAWN,
DOES ELECTRICITY

SUFFER
ey THE LITTLE
CHILDREN




HANG X
TOUGH, SAM.

HIS CONFIDENCE |

WILL UNDO HIM WHEN |
HE VENTURES

R 2

ME CHILD, THE
BLACK SWORD, IT
MEMORIES--HOW
DID YOU COME

KNOW THIS
OF THE
SWORD,







SOME 0

» PR = . 2
BN OVER HERE,
, S =2 THE MOTHER'S
=W | = FamreD.

=




Y
YOU STILL
ALIVE,
SHAWN? /

2 PRETEND, |
5AM.

IF SOMEONE N
WISHES TO
EXTINGUISH US,
THIS WORKS IN
OUR FAVOR.

NS




SWORD, SAM,
AND WHY THAT
DEMON WANTED

US DEAD.

) (77

ATT] TNy

AND THAT
MEANS A
ROAD TRIP,
BROTHER--

SEEMS OUR
DESTINY LIES IN |
THAT CITY OF
ANGELS. ,




OKA‘/ we
NEED 50ME

TRANSPORTATION
A CAR WOULD

YOU KNOW
HOW TO
HOTWIRE




YEAH, WE
HEARD YOU
LIKE BLEW | SEEM FOR
(724

NOW WE STILL
PERS/ST.




OH MY GOD,
VES! FINGLLY, il
SWEET ESCAPE
reovsws TR AL iE
CARLA. T THOUGHT
THIS DAY WOULD
NEVER-

WAIT, DID §

\\2’///;/:1Lw \‘\»-— —
TOTALU'I s s )

GLAD YOU'RE
NOT DEAD.




UH, T KNOW WE JUST
MET AND ALL... AND I DON'T
KNOW IF YOU'RE, LIKE BUSY

OR ANYTHING, BUT WOULD YOU,
MAYBE, CARE TO ACCOMPANY
US ON THIS JOURNEY INTO
THE GREAT UNIg{)ONN?

)

I TOTALLY
HAVE TO

WASH MY HAIR
M | TONIGHT,
‘ AH YES, THAT
MOST MORTAL
ENDEAVOR OF
HYGIENE...

SHAWN, T'M
JUST KIDDING.
INEVER WASH
MY HAIR. /.




REALLY

ouT-
A WANNG GO? /. STANDING/

o

T

YEAH.
FOR SURE.
I NEVER MISS
A CHANCE TO
RUN AWAY.

SO YoU'VE
GOT BUGS
IN THERE?

BUT WAIT, g -
HOW DO YOU :
KEEP BUGS AND : PROBABLY.
THE LIKE OUT OF

YOUR HAIR?

MY DEAL IS
TO LIVE AND
LET LIVE.

YOU'RE SO

AWESOME...



.IGOT.
US RAT/IONS/




My
DAD'S GONN
FREAK WHE
HE FINDS TH
CAR GONE.

ky :
\ e\
o8
” AND HE SAYS 8
. I NEVER APPLY
MYSELF. ALL RIGHT,
NEXT STOP--
' AND.







CHILDREN?
WITH THE
S b4

WORD:
IMPOSSIBLE! £

S i
FANG-FILLED X
B8 MOUTH.
THERE 1S NO
PROPHECY.
N




oA — <Y
YOUVE COME @
7 RS

V4

HAVE YOU
MET MY
DEL/C/IOUS
HENCHMAN,
8oLT?

7 IT'65555 ;
{ & PLEASSSURE TO \
TASSSSTE YOUR
:\ ACQUAINTANSSS. &

CHANCE AND
THEN YOU HAD
ANOTHER...

Y 7WO TOO MANY
ALREADY, MY

OLD F/END.



BUT
LORD OF RO7,
PLEAS% IUBEG

BEG, AND

PLEAD, AND
ULTIMATELY
SCREAM!

HEADSSS
OR FEETHSSS, /
MY BARON?
/ OH, FEET,
’ FEET, BY ALL
) MEANS START
J AT THE FEET.
b T WANT TO
SAVOR THS.

T ’)

I WILL NOW BE

NEEDING SOME

NEW HENCHMAN,
SMOKE.

S
o LET'S TRY
SOMETHING IN &
GOAT-OTAUR,

P SHALL WE?
A MOST
EXCELLENT
CHOICE, MASTER.
I SHALL SEE TO
IT AT ONCE.

SV )



i

ki

\\N \\\\\mwawfifn

NG DESTH 54

WY

Sl




UH, YEAH,
THEY AINT
Ny HERE, KID. THIS

WE REQUIRE e L 3
TO KNOW THEIR RNy ITSOFA  K:¥Y
WHEREABOUTS. W MOST URGENT G
\ = MATTER WHERE LIFE \4
-\ AND DEATH MAY VERY
-\ WELL HANG IN THE
\ ~—— BALANCE.

UH, YEEEEAH, “Z "
R/GHT ... WELL,
YOURE IN LUCK, Y&z
THEN. THEY'RE

PLAYING & SET

TONIGHT AT THE
TROUBADOR.

SMILES ON
US, SHAWN.



T L 4 o
’ SP;NP\“\;‘G \D\E/M’H ’ﬁ

3 s D

AND YOUR
GRIEVOUS

OR WE
WILL HAVE
YOUR HEADS
THIS DARK
NIGHT!




THIS MUST
- BE THE PLACE.
I CAN FEEL THE
PULL OF FATE.

LAD/ES AND
GERMS... FRESH
FROM THE FAR

/1CY REACHES OF  £onsST
NORWAY... MAY T
PRESENT TO You,  AXE/
THE GR/M SONIC

ASSAULT

THAT IS...

gy










¢ HOLD Up N
THERE, SQU/RTS,
SHOW'S OVER. BEAT
IT, AND LET THE
BAND LOAD OUT
IN PEACE.

YNy
7 NO, SPIKE.

IY LET THE YOUNG
KEEPERS OF THE
SWORD PASS.

A



IMPOSSIBLE. e
NOT EVEN 7% HIMSELF, GOD :
OF ALL SHARPENED STEEL, CAN NG,
HANDLE SUCH A WEAPON. _/ N§

BY THE GODsS/
ITS COOL METAL §
BURNS HOTTER
THAN A THOUSAND
SUNS AT THE
MERE 7OUCH!




THE DEMO
TAPE OF
OUR NEW

S/INGLE.

I THINK IT'S
OF THE MOST

~ IMPORTANCE THAT
THESE YOUNG
LORDS HEAR
THE 7APE.

YOU HAVE OUR
FIRST RECORD
AND PLAYED IT
BACKWARDS,
YES?

IT SEEMS
THE WITCHES'
ENCHANTMENT
WAS WORTH THE
HORRIFIC PRICE.

HEH, HOW
MUCH DOES AN
"ENCHANTMENT"
GO FOR THESE
DAYS, ANYWAY?




FIRST, FORMAL
INTRODUCTIONS. 1
AM KAR, AND THIS

IS ORAUGR AND

IN
YOUR SAXON \

TONGUE, WE
ARE CARETAKERS,

WE WERE SENT
TO THIS EARTH REALM

TO FIND A DEMON CALLED | ;

THE ROTH. FOR IT 1S SAID
ONLY THIS ROTH COULD
RETRIEVE THE SWORD
OF ATOLL.

BUT
T, ISNT \am 7 {EAH, DIDN'T
- THAT BARON VON
SOMEDUDE CHOP
OFF HI5 HEAD
IN YOUR FIRST
RECORD?




Y LISTEN TO
THE TAPE
O\ AND IT wilL

[l TO YOUR
Jal SOULS/




-
5,000 YEARS
AFTER HIS
DEATH--

A MORTAL
WOMAN
CONCEIVED
A CHILD--

DE Y THE
UNBORN ROTH CHILD
IN UTERO.

--THE PROPHECY OF THE
FALLEN ROTH'S RETURN
UNFOLDS UNDER AN
ECLIPSED MOON.

--POSSESSING THE
REINCARNATED

SOUL OF
THE ROTH.

HOWEVER, THE
LIGHTNING BOLT
ATTACK UNLEASHED
BY THE DEMON
FAILS TO KILL THE

EMBR

Y'Y
JEN

--AND SUCCEEDED
ONLY lN CLEAVING

§\







o ! )
o YOU SEE, \ /
THE PROPHECY -
FORETELLS OF g ¢ B

THE ROTH S

FOUND HIM
WE HAVE.

IT MUST BE
4LOT TO
TAKE IN ALL AT
ONCE, BUT--

ALL MAKES
PERFECT

BUT THIS--
ALL THE PIECES
NOW SUDDENLY
FALL INTO

OF STEP UJITH
THE WORLD




/ THE BARON
SENDS HIS
AGENTS OF













I e
§,\
i

\WARNZ -4
N 74

|

7

. A 4 7//4; S \
\\\ % vloeNBglngRN / |
ao"r‘.ﬁ‘v‘é“.‘l‘éﬁJ o L4\ )
N HE SHALL HAVE @ "
) » i ° ” HI s 1 -
% O‘!UBLE!S :
v !
= ‘




HAVE YoU
» FORGOTTEN
| THE STIWG OF
A OUR STEEL!







- |

h VA -:.""". £ "
. . ‘ ) 4
> 3
)
, TIME TO "\
caL N THe il
3 REINFORCE- [
y MENTS! /R

\/‘f: g -
® " '

e
L

7 MASTER
7YR, WE
CALL ON YOUR
S /

WE SHALL YR
OURSELVES W R
BE A PROUD
34




, 0. NOW
PREPARE FOR
). YOUR RUINY

‘-—A‘

'&).

" g ~
W~ X







WE SHALL
MEET AGAIN,
OLD FRIEND.

NOW WE MUST
HASTEN. WE HAVE
MUCH GROUND
TO COVER.




YOUR
FOOLISH
ARMY TESTED
HEIR MUCLEAR
BOMBS HERE.

BUT IN THEIR
| PROMETHEAN X
1 RACE FOR THE
FLAMES OF )
ONVINIT Y-

TESTED TOO \
MUCH BND THEY
BLASTED TOO




2 HeY

{  TRESPASSED

A INTO THE DARK
SUBTERRANEA-- S

W OPENED
UP & CRACK
INTO HE

LEAVE. MY PRESENCE
IN 7#E P/T WOULD BE
DETECTED AT ONCE  /: BUT YOUR

A\ DESTINIES LIE

N\ OF STEALTH. . WITHIN, ROTH-
BORN, AND

3\ REMEMBER--

--TO FIGHT
4S5 ONE 1S TO
BE 7W/CE AS

STRONG. ¢




\
L.
d “f‘

J‘ e
=
GORN
HARD TO BELIEVE
THE MAKER WAS
& MORTA
B .
A e Y4

HARD TO
BELIEVE,
Y\ INDEED.

APPROACH THE
WALLS OF VON
CHAR'S KEEP,
WHISPER WORDS
TO ME.




W _LIKE
SOMEONE'S




=

\ =
-TO
THAT \
WHER
BUT
- o o NG

/
s

/"—h-‘
A
NTER /

ADES

NONE

ONE

ol /
=

E
H

3

3

=2

y&h



DRACHMA.

2N vti
- I .,___/ \_
2 ‘/',J._ / & [ion s
\ % h
=3 -l

= ( SBLAACH:




g 4
]
7 \

YOURE S0
BLAcCK

L




YOU REALLY DON'T N
MESS AROUND WHEN : ,
IT COMES TO A FIRST - N - NOW & LITTLE CRU/SE.
DATE, DO Y4? SERIOUSLY, IT'S LIKE,
: TOTALLY ROMANTIC.

2
E—

JEEZ, DUDE,
HOW MUCH OF
aN IMVITATION
DOES 4 GIRL
GOTTA GINVE?
















> BEEN SO LONG, \
# BUT NO EXPANSE
OF TIME COULD
MAKE SARUL'S
NOSE FORGET
YOUR SCENT, /:
MASTER.

FINALLY,
FROM ACROSS THE
GRIM MILLENNIA, 7THE
A ROTH HAS RETURNED

TO US. PRAISE THE
- FIRST FALLEN/

AYY” pRAISE
THE F/RS
FALLEN/




' LOYAL TO
- v THE ROTH, WERE
BAN/SHED HERE
TO THE BURNT
FOREST BY 4
. VON CHaR. 4

OR YOUR RETURN. NO
FINALLY, OUR BLACK
PRAYERS HAVE BEEN
ANSWERED AND THAT /
. DAY HAS COME.

--AND
. RETURNED DRAIN HIM OF
jll TO PRAG THE BLOOD AND
BARON FROM BRANVS/
HIS KEEP--




-------------------
nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn
ccccccccccccccccc
oooooooooooooooooo
-----------------
----------------

.............

ooooo

-----
cccccc

ccccc

oooooo

-----
ccccc

ooooo
oooooo
-------
ccccccc
nnnnnnn
ccccc
ooooo

INDEED.

N I'M AFRAID YOU g
wiLL NEeD AN P
,em/. /

NN

aN ARMY
IS WHAT WE
HAVE/

ooooo
cccccc







A I SENSE--
¥ THE ROTH 15
COMING, THE WITH THEM, BARON,
GOBLINS/ ‘ J /-1 AND THE SWORD,
A\ THE SWORD
. OF ATOLL.

N
YOURSELVES s}
AND LET THEM RS

coMe. ToNiGHT PP
WE FEAST ON

AND THE
ROTH WILL GIVE
ME THE SWEET

PLEASURE OF
KILLIVG 1T A&
SECOND TIME.




{ S TOOK
f . YOU LONG
wE ) ENOUGH...
i N
A PR
4

YOU WERE
ALWAYS ONE
. FOR SHORT-
; CUTs.




FORWARD,
YoU DOGS/

FOR THOSE THAT
{ O/IE TOMORROW
WILL BE FAST

) -

STORM THE \
WALLS! DULL g £3
THEIR BLADES .

——

HOLD YOUR ¢
POSITIONS,

: S
7~ DEMONS? REPEL gy

X S ey \\ : &
‘ 4 . e
.;;E & - 3 }

WA A /\\
X2y )%

BATHE
IN THE DIRTY
GOBLIN BLOOD
AND BREATHE
DEEP THEIR
DULCET DEATH
77LES/




HOLD YOUR
WICKEDNESS,
SKULL TANK,
FOR THAT RUNT IS
MY BROTHER!




EARTHQUAKES FROM
ACROSS THE GLOBE 1.3
A5 WE EXPERIENCE AN |
= UNPRECEDENTED AMOUNT
OF HEAVY SE/SMIC
ACTVITY--




LAY SIEGE,
S7ARVE

THEM OUT.

7 THE BARON
witL FEED
ON HIS O
C'/M/,V/BHUZE

FOR CENTURIES.

How DO You
PROPOSE TO
DO THAT?

o+ sHOW You

-/[ Bovs A LITTLE
"\ THING cALLED /I

'\ FIVESSE.




y age You
SURE THIS |
\ 15 4 6OOD f:

BARON--
«[ YOU CHICKEN FACE,
| BUTT-MUNCHING, [
. DIRT&JECK, DiLL

R YEAH YOU-- "\
YOU--YOU FRIGGIN'
FAT HEAD, FIST-
SUCKING, JACK
HOLE, CRAP SACK,

NANNY NANNY
BOO BOO,

YoU STUPID

s POﬂH POOH




e OVER YOU &S IF WATER.
FOLLOW THE OLD
ADAGE, STICK AND
STONES...

NIFFING BUTT- : éw
HOLE? HOW
; IS THAT EVEN
POSS/BLE? (o)
MUST IGNORE
THEIR 7AUNTS, BARON.
JUST LET THEM FLOW

PREPARE MY
IRMAMENTS!

BUT, SIRE, /
o W

DANGEROUS-- -
THE PROPHECY, PN\ (i ooy

MY LORD!

FLAMES OF
DAMNATION,

_ A NEW
L=\ peoprECY!

—_ SO LET IT '
.\_‘ 8 werrTen. \ |
= N SO LET IT BE
THAT /
TONIGHT WE gares!
ﬁ.

WiLL 704ST
OUR VICTORY WITH
SWEET CAHILD'S
BLOOD DRUNK
WARM FROM
THE HEART!




WILL BE YOUR
N UNDOING.

SO, You
RIDICULOUS LITTLE
FLESH THINGS
ARE SUPPOSED TO

BE THE GLORIOUS
ROTH RETURNED?




CHILDREN? SURE
YOU HAVE THE
METAL IT TAKES--
THE SCROTAL
REQUIREMENTS?

THE ROTH,
INDEED, WELCOME
BACK. A PITY THIS

WILL BE SUCH A
SHORT-LIVED
REUNION TOUR.




ph

._l.“r

44
\ & Y

— YOU COULD
NEVER BEAT

YOUR
l'ul'IME IS AT Us IN & FA/R

\ cwar, THIS
i\ VERY DAY/

- VERILY, BUT
YOU'VE FORGOTTEN

=g THAT WAS IN CONTEST
~\ WITH & GROWN ROTH,
CUT FROM WHOLE /i

¥ _NOT THESE - €.,
{ TN SUCKLING
BABES BEFORE

YES, LET'S

LET THE ACTIONS Ny
SPEAK THE TRUTH A4
AS I CLAIM FIRST [#\)

Y/ /




WORRY ABOUT
ME, JUST A/LL

N AN, M, SHAWN!
: é& Vi

IMPRES: ,
MOS :
IMPRESS -

SIVE--
T
IVE--




\. s
N '\'\ h /
AN BUT
‘_.»\j. VICTORY WILL
L o )
‘\i\ 7ODAY--

{

-
~ '

YOU SEE, g
YOU'RE NOT
MUCH EVEN WITH
YOUR METAL,
BUT UIJ_:_THOUT




A TIME IT WILL BE
PERMANENT! J::

WE FIND
OURSELVES
HERE AT THE

END OF

. A THINGS.
" AS YOU 5AY, \ X e N
ND WITH SUCH o
B\ CONVICTION-- .
IS / 3
ll iy k I -‘ ‘:




¥ LeTs seE, = I THIN
HOW BEST 0 . TiL START
X WITH CHOPPING

THE FIRST
TIME.

OFF YOUR HEADS B

YES, AND NEXT T'LL g
ROAST YOU BOTH ON THE
BONE OVER THE SULFUR
SUFFER PITS. THEN FEAST
ON YOUR TENDER, BABY-L/KE
FLESH, TOUGH ORGAN MEAT, AND
SALTY CARTILAGE. T WILL EVEN
EAT YOUR BONES. YES, THERE
WILL BE MO WASTE &S /
I CONSUME YOV
urrerLy

FURTHERMORE,
JUST TO BE A
PISSER, T'LL RID MY
BOWELS OF You
ON THIS VERY
SPOT--

--AND LEAVE IT
TO THE VULTURES
TO PICK WHAT'S LEFT
OF YOUR ESSENCE
FROM MY FECAL
EXCREMENT/




BUT
HEAR ME NOW, \ -
MY MASTER, AND Y
LET ME LIVE JUST
ONE MOMENT
MORE/

I KNOW I DON'T
PRAY TO YOU NEAR

I HUMBLY ASK,

. \ ALY THIS IS AL
pl THEN MY SOUL 1S

EX G
Y &
4 /} _;, Z %




o

PR -_- §. LY -
-. | '. ,\t ‘ ( -
/ A FOOL/SH _
SACRIFICE THAT -
WiLL MATTER FOR W
\ VOT. Now CoMe
SEEK YOUR DEATH, q
/ WHELP/!
T

ITs
NOT ME YOU
SHOULD BE
WORRIED ABOUT,
BARON/

THAT
N WON'T AL







Y ves, sam,
AND WE DID IT

)

eegﬁinég%n; ‘ Y ek
WITNESS NOW
THIS HELL PIT TO 10 A NEW ERA

CRGHTEULY BEGUN, BROUGHT

1 RETURNED!
\ ALL HALL!




THIS
ONE'S FOR
ALL THOSE
WHO o/ED/




S0 YOUVE
CONQUERED
HELL, BUT

WHAT'S NEXT, MY

N\ CHAMP/ION? 4J
: DO WITH

N £\ OURSELVES /:
NOw?

LOOKS

LIKE WE'RE
JUST GETTING




4 'IN THE DEEP
1 FROZEN CORE
1 OF HELL--

I/  AGENT HAS
BEEN DEFEATED.
WE ARE FREE OF
SUSP/IC/ION.
EVERYTHING MOVES
ACCORDING TO
PLAN, M{ LORD.




> THE TIME
OF COMING
IS UPON US, A4S
FORETOLD IN THE
A APOCRYPHA.

SET THE
F/IRES, BEGIN
THE 74A4/ AND
REJOICE IN THE
RETURN OF THE

7

RPEJO/CE--
RPEJO/ICE AND HAN
‘ THE ACCUSER,
il THE ADVERSARY,
THE SLANDERER,
THE ONE 7RUE
DECENVER--







FRST, THERE WAS
BLACKNESS.

..THERE WAS






=" 3%



TH




e~

> | ? .
EVIL HAS ALWAYS
EXISTED. .







/\/ . ! /

BARON VON CHAR.

VICTORY... IT
1S & DIRTY
THING, SAM.

INDEED,
SHAWN.

AND WHAT
ARE WE TO DO
WITH ALL THIS
FOUL DEATH?




HARK AND
BEHOLD THE

ETRITIVOREZ, THE /. }
LORD OF THE d

"EXCUZE ME,
1 BUT IcANT
=, REZIZT..

HARK AND
BEAR WITNEZ
TO THE COMING
OF HIS MAJEZTY,
THE INFAMOUZ THE
WICKED AND SICK,
BEELZEBUB! S




LET ME BE
THE FIRZT TO
CONGRATULATE
YOU ON YOUR
DEFEAT OF
THE BARON.

VON CHAR HAD
CONZOLIDATED MANY OF
THE OUTLYING FIEFDOMZ

AMAZZING QUITE A SUM
OF POWER.

RECLAIMED THAT
WHICH BY RIGHT
was ours.

VICTOR 60 o
s /LS. g
-H
¢, ‘
i ¥ 4 ()
iy,



THAT 4 M/INOR
PLAYER SUCH AZ THE
BARON HELD SO LARGE

& STAKE IN PERDITION
WAZ A THORN IN THE

“”Ai

Sp.

NOW EVEN MORE
PRECARIOUZ THIZ
POWER LAYZ IN THE
HANDZ OF TWO YOUNG

. PUESTIONZ.

CAN THEY
WIELD 7RUE
POWER? /*

OF WHOM
IT REMAINZ TO
#\_ BE SEEN--

THEN LET US
SWAT THIS
LORD OF THE
FLIES/

SOUNDS LIKE
THE IWSECT
ISSUES A
CHALLENGE,
SAM.




e
IF IT WERE
ONLY THAT EAZY,
CHILD.
7 =
% o

)

IS THIS
HOW YOU TREAT
A GRACIOUS
HOST?

A FIELD OF \

FESTERING DEAD 15 )

NOT ENOUGH FOR YOUR
EVIL APPETITE?

MY TRUE
Y //UNGER IS FOR
8 POWER, HALF-

. ROTH.




THESE L/TTLE
PESTS.

PROTECT YOUR
OR/IFICES!




CHOKE OFF
Boopen '
y CRUSH THEM
ARROGANC- . AGAINST THEIR LUDICROUS
2 | ENDOSKELETONZ AND
M/LK THEM OF THEIR
VULGAR LACTATIONZ!

SUFFOCATE
THEIR SMUG
MAMMALIAN
SUPERIORITY!

THE VBRACIOUZ
SHOW THEM WHO
NATURE OF  THROUGH ASTOUNDING
THINGZ! DIVERZ/TY AND N
A STAGGERING POPULAIONZ |
A\ 7euyeoezsotn  LJf .+
\_ABOVE AND BELOW/ s

THE INSECTA 12
AT HAND/




GO BACK TO
BUZZ/NG BUTTS OR

YOUR AIVK.

A LRy
{I TRLETLIERRAY
Lid

BELIEVE I WOULD
EVER EXPLAIN
MYSELF TO YOU,
MAGGOT?

OFYoURZ1Z AN [ v 1 y
THIZZ/ ‘

YOoU KNOW WE <&
DWELL IN DEEPER
PITS THEN YOU
WOULD DARE
TO SINK.




ARE YOU
REALLY GONNA FORCE
ME TO BLACKEN ALL
THOSE BEADY, BUG
b, EYES OF YOURS?

a
9.
=2
)
w
[~
2
(@]
o>
)
Q
N
N
<

>
=
33
Wc
sS<

NOW,




RETREAT! )

(ecreEars

YOU HAVEN'T
SEEN ;HE L/AZT b

OF ME:
MARK W
WORDZ, YOU WiLL
ALL RUE THE DAY
YOU VENTURED INTO
THE ABYZZ/

ANY TIME, ANY
PLACE, Swi/tL
SUCKER.




A PLEASURE
TO MEET YOU.

BROTHER SAM,
NATHRAKHA, TRAV/S,
BECCA, AND THE LITTLE

¢ RUNT IS LELAND.




BEELZEBUB WILL
RETURN SOON AND WITH
REINFORCEMENTS. ¢

SUGGEST
WE DEPART FOR
| SOME PLACE MORE
HOSP/ TABLEO LIKE

FOREST.




KNOCK THAT
OFF, GROMMET.

X/ 4
Ay
WHOA, WHAT
A DO HAVE WE
HERE?

4.4 0

DID YOU HEAR
THAT, BROTHER? WE
HAVE & WooDoLAND

OF OUR OWN.




DO YOU KNOW

HOW TO DRIVE &= BRRINSUOW HARD
\ THIS THNG? QO "l can iT BE? )







MEANWHILE...




- - © SHE HAD TO N\
YOU'VE PLAYED o SELL ITFOR s
YOUR PART WELL, ; HER PART.

BEELZEBUB, AND
YOU SHALL BE
REWARDED.

SEE WHY WE
AN'T JUST AL A
THEM NOW?

YOU DARE TO
QUESTION THE
GREAT SATAN/




I'M SURE THE
CREATURE MEANT
NO WSULT,

o

YOU MUST HAVE
PATIENCE, DEAR
BEELZEBUB.

THE FACT THAT THE

KN/FE OF A FRIEND
CUTS THRICE

AS DEEP. A

A V FIND SOLACE IN
¢



TONIGHT WE

Y FEAST ON

OINNER 1S s - - TRAITORS.
SERVED. 3 o

A ONCE MORE AND

7’[_/\ AU 50 TOO--










SING FOR
THE GATES
SERAPHIM.

DIG DEEP
THROUGH THE
FOG OF FALSE







STEP FROM MY
PATH, PRINC/IPATUS,
OR YOU WILL COME
TO KNOW THE TRUE
HE/GHT OF MY EVER-

LASTING JOY/

MATERNA GCONXHA,
AND GLAD TIDING

>
=

METATRON/
WHAT IS

THE MEANING
OF MY PATH
IMPEDED? E YOU HAVE BEEN
LONG BELOW,
GONXHA.

EVEN NOW
YOU REEK OF THE
TERRESTRIAL. 4




ALL THE MORE
REASON THAT I BE

IN THE GLORY OF THE
HEAVENLY FATHER AND
SING HIS PRAISES. «

3
T YES, MY CHILD, R
SUCH WILL COME TO
PASS, BUT F/RST,
\. AREPORT, A
N\, DEBRIEFING.

ZZ{ KNOW THAT WHICH

HAS TRANSPIRED
BELOW. i

THE HOST MUST \

TAKE MY
HAND AND LET
US ASCEND. A

WE SHALL
WASH THOSE
FEET THAT HAVE
COME TO KNOW
THE DUST.

AND SEEK B
YOUR REUNION |

WITH THE )
__ DIVINE.



REVEALED IN A
ESSAGE HIDDEN

: AS WE FEARED,
THE TWINS'S OR/G/INAL
IDENTITZNHAaNBECOME

/ INDEED, MUS/C \ ¥
15 ONE OF :
H/S FAVORITE
‘ DEVICES.

MY DISGUISE :
= was TO0 7RVE, LT3
TOO LONG WAS

\T) kit
L T HAD FORGOTTEN
MANY THINGS, MANY
WARNINGS.




DO THEY
KNOW OF THE
YOUNG ONE? J

LY 1 BELIEVE

NOT AND YET
-] THEY KEEP HIM
- IN THEIR

A CURIOUS 7.k (Y NOW PLEASE, NP
KINSHP... GOOD METATRON, |
T ACHE FOR HIS
; GIVING WARMTH. i

"> HAVE MERCY 4
ON ME AND GRANT
AN AUDIENCE.

YES, DEAR :

J GONXHA, YOUR TIME Y I
=i\ OF REUNIFICATION A SN
Has come. AR, A




MY LORD,
THINE 1S THE
WISDOM AND

THE KINGDOM.

1BEG
YOUR DIVINE
FORGIVENESS OF
MY INADEQUACIES
IN THIS TASK.

71 AM BUT A FRAIL
VESSEL IN YOUR
HUMBLE SERVICE.

NO CHILD,
WORRY NOT.

THIS WAS

YOUR
FAILURE WAS
PREORDAINED. 3
58

&

.'




T'VE NEVER SEEN
#\ THE INSIDE OF A |

SAULL TANK.




IT STILL R
STIVKS OF THE \ E
ELDJOTNAR'S  }%; 4 -~ -
GREY MATTER. 4 IHER BN ELDJOTNAR? § FZL.
" A 9 5

FIRE GIANTS. <3
SORRY, T FORGET

25322%255%9

% Wssimd
IT TENDS NIl

TO FOG THE
> MEMORY.

——
=

TRUST THE ANCIENT \\/4¢%/
KNOWLEDGE TRAPPED ///
\ INTHE /CHOR OF

YOUR vews. .:

FOR YOU
ARE DEMON

KIND. YOU ARE B
ROTH BORN. /a%ePh
ANGELS QUAKE

AT THE SOUNDING OF
YOUR NAME.




SHAWN AND
SAM STRONGHAND,
YOU ARE TWINS,
RIGHT?

THEN WHY DOES

SHAWN AL/AY'S

GET THE SWORD
A OF ATOLL?

7~ BUT YOU 5

DON'T HAVE
-\ YOUR OWN?

EEM Ji
SOMEHOW.




¥ s7eones enoueh?
DOES HE NOT
TRUST YOU?

DOES HE THINK
HIMSELF YOUR

IT'S JUST, I DON'T
KNOW. IT DOESN'T
SEEM RIGHT.

I'D SAY YoU
DESERVE A SWORD,
& SWORD OF YOUR

VERY OWWN.

BUT WHAT
DO I KNOW? I'M JUST 4
Py SIMPLE DAUGHTER OF
BAPHOMET. I COULD
BE WRONG.







PIT AGENTS,
4 HARVESTING THE

L 4 B IT'S ALLOWED
WHAT DO THEY ' TO SOUR, THEN DRIED,
WANT WITH G/ANT > 4 "( AND FROM THE REMAINDER

SNAKE PEE? AP, /AN THEY HARVEST SAL7-

p ﬂ A T A :

{ /4 ’:E" i 3 } 2, ,
w P




B
CHARCOAL TO MAKE TO BLAST
BLACK POWDER. i THE PIT

DEEPER.




1 6os6os
Go’

THE VENOM "\
15 7OX/C/

DON'T LET IT

TOUCH YOU!




vevoms

THE

{

SWELLS



WE HAVE TO MOVE
BEFORE THE NAGA
ECOILS.

COME, FEMALE.

YOUR TEARS

CANNOT STAY SN
THEIR DESTINY.

WHAT WILL
BE WILL BEY







YES, GET OUT AS

MUCH OF THE VENOM
4S5 YOU CAN BEFORE
THE NEUROTOX/C
PROPERTIES TAKE
HOLD!

T'LL HAVE
TO SUCK OUT
THE REST.




g0\




il 1Y

COME WE N~ . o
MUST REACH THE * COAL KNOWS
FOREST BY THE WAY. HE

| WILL LEAD
NIGHT FALL_4 THE OTHERS.




.............

AKE wav o T e
FIND YOUR PA/N ON ¥
THE BARB OF MY .
SPEAR, DEMON/ (\
z K

3> THERE WILL BE
NO TASTE OF HEAVEN )

S

22N i
ABEIE
SUMMONED. AWAITS YOUR FOUL ‘r -

“ AUDIENCE. B _




CUTTING e PRAY TELL
STRAIGHT TO  WHAT 7TROUBLES
THE BONE 45 YOV S0,

ALWAYS... A, AMBASSADOR.

9P HERE WE SIT
IN THE MIDST OF THE
VERY P/7 ITSELF. DO
| YOU THINK US BLVD,

STRIKE YOU A4S

TOO AFRAID TO

GAZE INTO THE
¥SS.

L5271 BROUGHT
7 YOU ALLEGATIONS OF \|
HELL SEEKING EXPANSION
IN FLAGRANT V/OLATION

LAUGHED N
MY FACE.

: WOULD You
PREFER I LAUGH AT
Py (OUR BACKSIDE?

WELL, WE NOW

HAVE CONFIRMATION.
HELL 1S INDEED

.BEING EXPANDED. gy ~aivE

EXCAVATION
CONTINUES IN
THE WESTERN SINK / -
AS WE SPEAK. 4




IT'S NOT
SAFE FOR
SUCH 4
PRETTY
CREATURE

OUR SOURCES

ARE BEYOND A

REPROACH. -
LET US SAY

THAT #E WORKS
IN M‘/S‘)}'?IZIOUS

YOU ARE GROWING .
HELL. THIS IS Fgg'_r -

YOURSELVES TO 3
THE PURVIEW OF {
THE DEA.

THEN PERHAPS !

IT'S TIME TO
RE/VEGOT/ATE
THE DEAL




WHAT 1S
THIS?!

i
S -

b

WITHOUT A LITTLE
SUFFERING/




7~ BE CALM. BLEND
IN. BE ONE WITH THE
DEMON SA/.

THE BILE AND N

BLOOD WILL MASK y

OUR SCENT. A
(’J‘* l {r( Py :‘:::éé‘-é::;‘n- ;

A&l Tece 15 wucH
OF HEAVEN'S

"\ WORKTO 2
BE DONE.




THERE IT IS, THE
A 8Lack FOREST

THE FREEZE CAN
BURN WORSE THAN
THE FLAME.

WE'RE CLOSE
TO HELL'S FROZEN
CORE HERE.

T - AND YOU
=57 TRUE DAMNATION IS
THE CONSTRAINT OF K. MOTIONLESS. é w
FREEDOM. - X

THE DEEPER YOU
GO THE COLDER IT
GETS UNTIL FINALLY YOUR
BLOOD COAGULATES.
] ol

X

CAN YOU FEEL
IT, SAM? HERE, IN
THE ROT AND
THE RANK--

" 1 REMEMBER/!
: oS




3z THE

W FLARE/ YES, IT'S ALL i

RUSHING BACK [
NOW. _Zf R

A B




A NOTHINGNESS
FILLED ONLY WITH
BLACKNESS AND
METAL.

WELCOME
TO THE VO/D.

THIS 15
WHERE WE
LIVED A4S
THE ROTH.

IDON'T
REMEMBER
ANY OF ‘&'HIS;

SAM, LOOK!
OUR OLD

VICTROLA e THEY'RE THE
D oUr_ Ml : RECORDS OF
RECORDS. THE DAMNED. THE
R . - DEVIL'S OWN LABEL

FOR MUSICIANS
WHOVE SOLD
THEIR SOULS.

REMEMBER,
SAM £2
HOW COULD You
FORGET #/CCOLO
PAGAN/IN// WHAT ABOUT

GNSEPPE "THE DEVIL'S TRILL
TARTIV/? . SONATA WAS OUR
FAVORITE.

I REMEMBER
NOTHING.

IT'S ALL
A BLANK.

ijgﬁ%llllwi
L e




THEY HAVEN'T
MADE THIS

RECORD YET.
.
N & AH, BUT
A 1T SEEMS
m I\ THEY W/LL.
EROAT AXE WL Sect
THEIR SOULS TO THE : DAMNATION IS
&EER ity
: i B : BACKWARDS
IN TIME.

~ /
WHAT 15 THIS? ‘Haon onioe 1
"THE F

SOME POINT,
LIKE IN THE




MY SO THUNDEROUS
ST HURTS. . 48

MY EARDRUMS
RELENT AND
BURST.

ITS 50
MUCH STRONGER
THAN THEIR
EARLIER WORK.

SO GR/M...
80 PURE...
80 7TRUE/

THIS
c%”é’a%% 'ﬁ” IF YOU RESIST,
SUBAUDIBLE GIVE UP YOUR ' THE SONG WiLL
FREQUENCIES. EARS AND RELEASE  CRUSH YOU.
YOURSELF
UNTO IT.
t z 9k &
--------- < S KD R Y - - e
3 AT T o S el D i
) = Ul
R iy 2o
KO0 = g 5 e
e A«" O AAAARCHHH! _A“L ;ﬁ,%‘
e 5 it ol & "
: At G, BN N
- ) & . - % N\
ok
2 . S (A @ .............. -




THE ANGEL METATRON, THE MOUTHPIECE
OF GOD, THE VOICE OF THE INFINITE,
COMMANDED GOD'S ANGELS TO BOW AND
GIVE REVERENCE TO THIS LATEST AND

MOST NOBLE OF GOD'S WORK.

._E E:: §.: -:E. :E' :.- :. 5
\ ‘E:. . . = A :

LUCIFER THE
RED; THE COLOR OF
LOVE AND BLOOD;
THE DAWNING SUN
AND THE END OF
DAYS, REFUSED.




|| MADE OF FIRE, woulLD |} METATRON
o o ! ACCUSED LUCIFER
M§N MADE OFTSLQY OF ONLY SEEING
. | THE EXTERIOR

OF THINGS, OF

BEING UNABLE
TO PERCEIVE TH

DIVINE IN MAN
AND HE ORDERED

Y N T .
BUT LUCIFER WOULD N
NOT BE SHOUTED DOWN R
AND DEMANDED COUNCIL g
WITH GOD HIMSELF. =

-

A

CRIES OF MADNESS
] CONSUMED THE COUNCIL. s

A

FOR NONE

MAY HAVE
OPEN COUNCIL

WITH GOD.

PURE DIVINE

TAINED TO HOLD

THE VERY FABRIC

OF THE UNIVERSE
TOGETHER.




ISSUING ORDERS
WITH THE VOICE

24 OF GOD THAT
WERE HIS ALONE.

A LucIFER PROPOSED |
| THERE WERE INDEED |
: TWO POWERS B

IN HEAVEN. THE
ONE TRUE GOD»
ALL-KNOWING;

ALL-CONSUMED. |

SELF- NG,
ALL-IMPORTANT,
ING IN

THE A
OF MAN AND HAD NO
PROVIDENCE
PROSECUTE AN ANGEL
OF THE CHORLUS.

BUT A CHALLENGE SO

POINTED COULD
NOT GO UN-BLUNTED.




TO QUELL THE FEARS

OF THE FRIGHTENED;
METATRON BARED |
HIS BA ‘

OOK S LASHES OF THE FIER
ROD TO DEMONSTRATE HE WAS NOT AN
INDESTRUCTIBLE GOD, OR SOME LESSER YHVH,
3 BUT AN ANGEL WHO COULD BE PUNISHED.

v
FOOLED BUT LUCIFER SAW THIS 4
FOR THE THEATER IT WAS. ,,"




TEA - R
/ ANGELIC
SATANIC REBELLION.

4

7 I

HIS BROTHER IN ARMS,
THE ARCHANGEL MIKAIL,
REFUSED TO JOIN HIM.

—a




DX N




. ®
b:o.o:o;..a
09595%49,9,%, 0
109,0,0 0 0 0 e
)0 0 0 0 6 8.0
OO0




Y & , 3 N R
LUCIFER COULD TASTE  Ef A %‘\ Ui S
VICTORY; SMELL ITS GLORY. r_'.‘\ e Y
/ g WY I\ BuT THE Scent
A Y| TN

AND THE REEK OF
BRIMSTONE BURNED |
HIS NOSTRILS.

5y & &




SOMETHING 1S

SN S odED IN THE
RUNOFF MARGIN.

DO WHAT
THOU WILT. SO
MOTE IT BE."

® _LOOK, THERE
ARE NO GROVES OR
ANYTHING. ONLY & ]
CENTER LABEL. /|

IT'S TITLED
"THE ASCENSION."

IT SEEMS THIS

SIDE HAS YET TO =g
BE WRITTEN. g

IT MEANS YOU

MUST FOLLOW
YOUR OWN WILL,
FIND ‘I/?(%UE TRUE

AND WR/TE
THE RECORD
YOURSELF.




. // //
SO NATHRAKA, -
o S
? I LIKE THE
- _s_ .AM' HUH . WAY HE SMELLS, EAT HIM.
i/ Vs LIKE DELICIOUS
MEAT.

4 (2

7 TVE NEVER
% REALLY TOLD SHAWN
& How T FEEL

ABOUT HIM.

NO 7REES,

NO BUMBLE

HEY, COAL
DUDE. ARE WE
GETTING CLOSE:







7 STILL NO
SIGN OF

THE GANG.
g .

=

51772

> SOMETHING
[ comes, soMe-
THING B/G.

‘r[jllfnl'!i‘

[

SHAWN, TM ™
WEAPONLESS.







i/ HE'D RATHER A
HAVE YOU RuV W8
LIKE A WOMAN W
THAN AT HIS @

e

», 2, !
%
;\‘ f&gﬁin

7 WHERE ARE &
\ you Gome?/ }




HOLD STRONG,
BROTHER!




THE END OF 3
NN ACHILLES 1S
-3 TO0 GOOD FOR
AN Y0U, GIaNT!

s
RSN

)
-----

B rg_.
. \ a

......

THIS IS
CRAP/

SHAWN, HE

TRIED TO
SMOKE ME!




'/;‘}z

-

.
L7

P
Y .t
SO

e
O

IIIII
1"

.......

WHY DO YOU
{ ALWAYS GET THE ]

COME NOW
SAM, YOU KNOW

BATTLE
I AM LESS FOR
THIS SHARING

SPEAK
YOUR MIND
THEN, SAM.

lllll

DEMAND IT.

\ DEMAND




WE MUST QUEST
TO FIND THE GREAT

SECOND SWORD.

AND SEEK FROM HIM &

| SWORD-SMITH GORN .

W YES, YOU |
{ acE R/GHT,

A SWORD YOU
MUST HAVE AND
A SWORD YOU
SHALL HAVE!

WE SHALL BE
TW/CE 85
STRONG!

WILL THAT
f PLEASE YOU,
BROTHER, AND
UNFURROW




I
S

PUT WORD IN
THE WIND.
: COAL WiLL
LEAD THEM TO
FOLLOW.
v

~

OT!

’.w (-unritr.li.,.
i

L ey
3
£

BUT WHAT
OF THE OTHERS?
THEY WILL EXPECT

A MUST HAVE Hi

TIME

IS WASTING. MY BR

WOMAN,

/4

AQUEST
1S BEGUN:

he”” MAKE IT 50,

l’:‘g

o !

f

”’jjll TH
-"z:"

‘I.III~I&




W even FroM
A YOUR BROTHER? 4

T * 808 & *0 8080080080000 00
NSIDE YOUR k 070% %% % % %" .o.o.o:o:o:o:o:o:o:o.o:o:o:o:
MOTHER, IN UTERO, ¥ THE ¢ : You AR 00,0 »

IN THE DOING OF 4 HE IS

THE M/INOR.




HAVE HAD TO
ASK HIM FOR

YOU SHOULDN'T \

ANYTHING.

&
.
-

2
m’:’&fﬂrﬂ W







- NONE OF
] J\YOU MATTER. ) §




MY PRIZE!

] Wl
{ Ga
(-
=
=
ul




IT HAD A GOOD ‘ i

RUN, SAW MANY ‘
SETS AND 7ASTED ’ y
THE RUMBLE. ;

IT WILL BE
MISSED BUT MET
A F/TT/NG END.

—_—r

YOU ARE
CHARRED BAD

WE CAUGHT Nt
YOUR SCENT
AND HAVE BEEN

WHERE ARE
THE BROTHERS
STRONGHAND?

WE WERE
TRYING TO FIND
THEM WHEN THIS
COAL GUY TURNED

TRAITOR.



(Y

BUT WHERE

BE SWAUWN )
AND SLAM? A

THEY'RE IN
THE CLUTCHES
OF A DARK W/TCH
AND THEY DON'T /.
KNOW IT.

WE MUST FIND
THEM, SAVE THEM,
BEFORE IT'S TOO
LATE, BEFORE SHE
PO/SONS THEIR

SOuL.

KNEW THE W

Ay.




AMESSAGE
BAT MEANT FOR
THE COAL.




FIITTITILLRN)




ALONE DOES )i
" POSSESS. A%

" We seEK e
THE SKILL HE

a’

oV

ME WEEP 7EARS
~ OF /RON.

7 YOUVE MADE

BY THE GODS,

{ HOW LONG HAS

A\ IT BEEN, MY S
OF STEEL?




5> How DID
YoU COME BY
THIS SWORD

N OF ATOLL?

|/~ IMaDEIT

FOR THE DEMON
ROTH AND SUCH

BUT AS YOU
£ECOND Suord,
y WE'VE COME
APAIR. < TO TASK YOU TO

ONCE AGAIN PLY YOUR f
TRADE, OH MASTER /.

OF METAL.

= TO MAKE..

ANOTHER...

0 & 88
L) ..........\

. 880
...l.....-\
....

L0 O e )
CE X N N N X N

|



NOW T'M JUST
% A HUMBLE BLACK-
SMITHIN THE  Fais
¥\ SERVICE OF THE ff:
VALKYRIE. ik

I SHOE THE

WHAT IS THIS
FRAILTY?

WHERE 15
THE GORN OF
LEGEND?




,(Mﬁ%‘/x B g
I

= WORDS BUT NEVER LEARNED
5 TO PROPERLY USE ONE. _—k

THEY TORE OUT MY LUNGS, ¥
SALTED MY ENTRAILS, AND
LEFT ME FOR CARR/ION.




THIS was My
PUNISHMENT

FOR MAKING SO
BLACK A

NEVER MAKE
ANOTHER.

\WW d
< BUT WHO DO g@ .
L YOU NOW FEAR
2\ IN THIS LAND OF 2%
2\, THE DEAD?
8 B Ak
g ——

1S THERE

.. [ T
Wa o s o b e a o s e as

YOUR WORK 1S
UNFINISHED,
BRAVE GORN. SEE
IT THROUGH.

WE ARE
INCOMPLETE AND
ONLY YOU CAN MAKE

USs WHOLE.

MAKE US 4
S/STER TO
THIS DEVIL ™ 51iopD

SLAYER. TO MAKE
2 =\ THE GODS
T.?EMBLE.




YOU REMIND
ME OF MY 7RUE
NATURE, ONE 1
HAVE_ll:ONG WISHED

IN MY HEART

I AM 4 SWORD- -
SMITH.

IS ALL T AM,
WAS, OR EVER
UL BE. ¢

7 1 WILL MAKE
YOU THE MATCH
OF THIS

F THI
DEVIL BLADE.

I WILL MAKE Nz
You & GOD

AND IF YOU
MEET OD/V HIM-
SELF ON THE
ROAD--

NOW LEAVE
ME THIS NIGHT
TO PREPARE
THAT WHICH
I MUST.

INTHE X
MORNING I
WilL BEGM.




N m
) ﬂgﬂ_}
[ i
[p——

ATTENTION. EAGER TO FALL Y=o
0\ ALL OVER HIM. A3




1t IAM N
STRONGER
\_ THAN HE.

. e
7 AND SHAWN '
\ 1S VERY
7

PONERFUL.

THEN WHAT TRULY '\

VEXES YOU SO ON
.\ THE EVE OF YOUR
. OWN SWORD?




BUT HIS IS
THE SWORD OF
ATOLL, SWORD

OF LEGEND.

MINE WILL
A BE V/RG/N STEEL
- THAT HASN'T
TASTED FLESH OR

SEEN BATTLE.

7~ THERE'S
SOMETHING

BUT WITH YOUR N
OWN SWORD, VONE, \
NOT EVEN SHAWN, WilL
BE ABLE TO STAND

__INYOUR PATH__)
. ’/’ ]

DARKNESS, WST =
YOU AND ME,
LONE.




IT A RUSH?

DO YOU FIND

=” DOES THE
| BLOOD EXC/
you?







7 WOULD YOU LIKE Y/
TO TASTE YOUR
VENOUS SWEET

~

I

| ! '..




NO... NEVER
WHAT YOU WANT,
ONLY WHAT
YOU NEED.




7

USING AN ALLOY OF
IRON; URU AND GOLD-







7/ GORN WAS
[ NEVER TO Make
\ A SECOND

THIS DEVIATES
FROM THE
PROPHECY!

E3




1 | W

b\ L4\ [
e Al
47

I
(! ' |
{ ( [ L
. THE ESCHATON .
R HAS BEGUN
! ,
,
4

1
(

» .
+
|
ki




METATRON
BLOWS THE #ORN
OF TIME.

_ WHAT IS O &7 /M N\ THE MEANING
f A | THE MEANING I8 - =N IS CLEAR AND
// /N OF THIS? i U : OUR ACTIONS
/ ‘N B ATTESTED.




GORN SMITHS
ONCE MORE,

15 1T
BEFORE?

THE FIRST
SWORD WAS
FOR SLAYING

\. DEMONS.

Hi5 onE 15 it
FORUS AcL. )\




LET THE RATS
SHIVER, SCURRY,
AND KNOW--

&Y ENaLLY, THE \§
ROPHEC! DOES
EL AND REV




AWAKE, MY
PRINCE. IT 15 \R#:::
THE DAWN OF THE [t
BLACK HEARTS.

YOUR SWORD.

T
byt
. m
? [P, : o
' SRR B
... -
=2t 5
- W 2
J G,
-~ B

Qs
= WHERE ARE MY
o CLOTHES? g

f7 7O GIVE THEM
| THAT GRAVE




ROTHER, You YN
_LOOK /L.

B eXCUSE aLL
THE BLOOD. ‘ ,’

1 A
| | =

OF MDALL IT 1S ™ TS EDGE

MY FINEST IS 50 SHARP
CREATION, SAM T WILL ¢UT

MAGNIFICENT.
YOU'VE OUTDONE
YOURSELF,
MASTER GORN.

T witt ,
CARVE STARS IN
YOUR HONOR.

1
&

vy

ey
it
.

ATl

§ ik




RESPECT THE
FACT THAT I AM
F/RST BORN. _

............

DD
..........

. —
g€ BY SECONDS.
] t. \
" SENIORITY
ALL THE SAME.




PO/SONED M FEARS YOUR
WITH ¢/ES. POTENT/AL.

) YOUR BROTHER
HOLDS YOU BACK. HE |
BUT YOUR AFTERBIRTH.
WALKING VISCERA TO BE
ABORTED AND
DISCARDED.

IF MY WORDS
ANGER HIM IT'S
ONLY BECAUSE

HE FEARS THEIR
TRUTH.

SO IT'S A
MISTAKE, SOME
VILE PLOT THAT A

GIRL LIKES ME OVER
YOU FOR ONCE?




YOU ARE THE
BROTHER OF THE
EFTHAND PATH. YOU
ARE THE BLACK
BROTHER.

ps e
THE KINGDOM OF
BLASHYRKH. 4

SHAWN 1S
WEAKNESS. HE BUT
POSES TO GREATNESS
WHILE YOU... YOU ARE
THE WALKING END  |IT'S FOR YOU
TO RULE ALONE.

SO You'D

CHOOSE #HER

OVER ME,
SAM?

COMPAN/ON,
FRIEND? YOU
INSULT ME FOR 1
AM NVE/THER.

WE ARE BROTHER.
HATING YOU 15 A4S IF
I HATE MYSELF.

WHAT 7RUE N
COMPANION CAN S50
EASILY RESCIND
THEIR FRIENDSHIP?




YOU DOUBT
MY HEART P

MY BLOOD
1S ANC/ENT,
WRATHFUL

AND EVIL.

TJASTE IT IF YOU
DouBT ME!

BUT WHEN A
LIMB GOES RANCID,
CANCEROUS, TURNS FALSE,
A IT MUST BE EXCISED FOR THE
HEALTH OF THE WHOLE. /4

I DON'T KNOW IF
YOU EVER EVEN
HAD ONE.

SHALL T
SHOW IT
TO YoU?!




7 TU SHEATH
W/ SWORD IN

YOUR CHEST/

YOU ARE ¥

FALSE/!




COME THEN,
BROTHER!
YOU WiLL
FIND MORE F/RE
THAN BLOOD/




Y
(,:fu"f"%\g%i“

-y
-




NO, IT IS FOR
US ONLY TO BEAR
WI/TWESS.

AND RECORD
THEIR STRIFE IN
THE LOWEST
FIDELITY
POSSIBLE.

NO STRUCTURE, IT 1S THE
NO RHYTHM, NO MOST PERFECT
CONTRIVANCES, JUST MUS/C THESE
PURE CLASHING , EARS HAVE EVER
METAL-- - HEARD.




’!

AS BROTHER FOUGHT BROTHER/ QMALL
SAPL!NGS GREW INTO GREAT FOREQTS—-

RIVERS CUT CANYONS
AND CANYONS WERE
FILLED WITH DUST--




R %r
NN THEY FOUGHT FOR EONS--

............
...........

------------

.................

.........
.......

ot
NN

7 AT iy =
‘_q?ﬁ?? THEY FOUGHT TILL THE END







{ IT..ITIS
\ USELESS.

WE ARE...
TO0 PERFECTLY
MATCHED-- 4




HALVES OR 4
M/LLION PIECES--

I SHOULD
HAVE NEVER
DOUBTED YOU.




9 %
DA

=

or

%3

S

x

= /.







COME,
STUPD G/RL., ’,W
YOUR PATHETIC

"BROTHERS" ARE TOO W
WEAK TO SAVE YOU
THIS TIME.




106 2a7es P .
&/ THe TIME 15

{ HIS PLAN
PON Us! HAS WORKED TO

PERFECTION/
THE BROTHERS

./ THEIR STEEL
IS RIPE FOR
THE TAKING!

Ly
1‘! 5L "1"’
Fik 5

hs' yjﬂmt“!\ é ﬂ!‘fmm










CAN YOU
S7AND?

] NO, SAVE
THE BOYS... sl

..ON EACH

/ WE FIGHT
TO THE LAST MAN
AND WELCOME THE

THIS DAY!

AT




A
W




G
1S FINALLY
MINE.

SO S/MPLE.

I HAVE BEEN

PATIENT BUT
NOW 1S THE

\ TIME.

WITH THIS
STEEL, GOD
wiLL CoMe
TO KNOW
MY NAME.

OR WE WiLL
PRY THEM FROM
YOUR DEAD

DAMN HANDS. /




/

" THE EMD
BEGINS HERE:

coMe
CHILDREN--







FIRST, THERE WAS
BLACKNESS.

AND TO BLACKNESS
ALL THINGS RETURN.









; OUR WAY
: RESPECT

THE DEAD.

LET
THEM LIVE
ON /UA/SS/DE




. I
| CAN'T LET
THEM GO,
TRAVIS.

CHANCE.




WE MUST
LIVE ON.

IT'S ON
Us TO SAVE

AND -\ BROTHERS.

REMEMBER
THEM--

OUR DEAR
DEPARTED

Q







\O}
2
==
2
SS
¢}
[}




BE STILL,
WRETCH.

IT WOULD
BE PURE JOY
TO DROP
YOU--




PEACE ,
BE WITHYOU, B
IMBASSADOR. /8

BROUGHT HIM :

WHERE IS
werareon: HoPAMN. /.

¥ 60 WITH 6OD,
AMBASSADOR.

' YOUR
DESTING 1S
AT HAND. /.




T WOULD PROP ¥
| ~ P4 7evE
A ADVISORY?




MEAN OU' ¥
DOO-DOO ;

YOU HAVE
SERVED ME
WELL BUT YOUR
PART 1S NOT YET

FINISHED. _/A

RETURN
TO HELL AND
DELIVER 4

THE DIGGERS f~
A OF THE PIT. )

45 YOU
COMMAND, LORD
METATRON.
BLESSED BE
¥ ) TO GOD.

WASHED AND
ADORNED. _

IT IS TIME
FOR YOUR HOLY
DEBUT.




e — L NS
Y o A 2 . A | i
e Vo I’ 7 o M I\ T .A é ﬁ
A ' 2 S\

N . ;a' I\ : """'-—

FATE 15
\ BROKEN/




CALM
YOURSELVES,
BROTHERS.

. YOU BLEW
L THE HORN
ﬂw\, OF TIME/

HE HORN /

CAN NOT BE

wouLd kiDL K. ek
\ ‘Peemrve .
0 SPEAK. /.

THE CHORUS

/' RECOGNIZES THE \o
ANGEL METATRON, |

THE MOUTHPIECE OF

;-\ GOD, THE VOICE OF
;s THE INFINITE.




YES--
THE GREAT
PROPHESY
HAS PROVEN
FALSE. [

THE

ESCHATON
HAS BEGUN. X

THE
PRESENT IS '}
AT AN END BUT

WE
MUST NOT
THE FUTURE PANIC. FOR

(WHAT MAY BE
| UNKNOWN TO i

BUT SATAN \|
NOW HAS THE
TUW/N SWORDS

N INDEED,
gﬁ UR/EL. MANY
A_\g ...J THINGS HAVE ¥~ our pLaNS

M
COME TO WILL HAVE TO BE

S. . EMBELLISHED AND

T\ ADJUSTED BUT ALL

2\ THIS IS THE WiLL

L
Y PA




THE PRINCE '
OF LES HAS W

AND WE HOLD
: THE KE¥ TO HIS
UNDOING. A

_ IF YOU WiLL
NN WTRODUCTION.

BEHOLD
7 THE KEY TO THE Yo
SERPENT'S FINAL
a4\

BEAHOLD OUR
SALVATION/ 4













ASMODEUS
SEEKS AN AUDIENCE,
MY LIEGE.




CONTINUES AS
ORDERED, S/RE.
HELL GROWS NEAR
THE EDGE OF
TERRA FIRMA.

77 WE SHOULD BE
CLOSE ENOUGH TO
BREACH WITHIN
THE INTERVAL

e/ g
SPEAK, '
ASMODEUS.

h

" ALTHE NI
PREPARATIONS  \it
PROCEED TOWARD )i

\:‘ BEELZEBUB ]
="\ PREPARE TERRESTRIAL
Ll S/EGE WORKS.
OUR
REBIRTH WILL

NOT BE WITHOUT
RESISTANCE.




COMMAND,
DARK LORD.

SLAYER AND THE

THE GOD SLAYER BOTH
MYTHICAL SHARPENED AT A
SWORDS OF  WHEEL HARDENED

BY D/IAMOND
- L@ND HATE.

THE LARGEST
BEASTS N i
THE PIT.

TONS OF MEAT,
SCALE, TEETH
AND BONE. /4




THEIR GUTS | -
ACROSS THE As




THE SWORDS
MUST BE
SHARPER.
; SO SHARP
THAT THEY PASS
THROUGH THE BEASTS
UNNOTICED.

WE SEEK
OUR DIVINE PREY,
» TOKILL AN
ASMODBUS. 41| ‘KNOWING,
ALL-SEEING
\. GOD.

THE SWORDS
MUST BE SHARP
ENOUGH TO PIERCE
THE SKY.

SHARP
' ENOUGH TO
PULL DOWN THE
HEAVENS.

SHARP ENOUGH
TO HALVE THE
GODHEAD BEFORE

IT EVEN KNOWS
WE'VE STRUCK.




HERE LIE THE BODIES
OF SHAWN AND
SAM STRONGHAND.

LIFELESS AND
LEFT TO ROT.

ALL_HEAT Escares (SRS
THER FLESH. [P




THEIR DEAD CELLS  [2.1%
W RUPTURE, RELEASING [-7AC
= ENZYMES THAT

2| CANNIBALIZE THE
: sunznzounoms TISSUE. |,

. so BEGINS
2 AuToLYSIs, THE

[ NTHER GUTS, |

§| INTERNAL MICROBES _

'| PROLFPRATE, YIELOING | V
{ ACIDS AND VAPORS. |

AND THE BROTHERS;
ONCE SO STRON /

SO LOVED, SU
TO PUTREFACT ION

AREAS TO SWELL.

Sy OrGANS AND
AF] CAVITIES THAT

{ _ESCAPED THE
FATAL BISECTION
BLOAT.

PRESSURE FORCES




THE ESCAPING FLUIDS
AND VAPORS HAVE
AN UNMISTAKABLY

PUTRID

THIS AROMA OF
DECAY SUMMONS
CARRION INSECTS,

THE COFFIN FLY
WILL BURROW OVER SIX
FEET DEEP IN SEARCH
OF A BURIED CARCASS.

THE FLIES FEED ON OUR |
DEAR,; DEAD BROTHERS k.
AND SEEK

SUITABLE
OVIPOSITION SITES.

SOON MAGGOTS

HATCH AND BEGIN

TO FEAST ON THE
TWINS' TISSUE.




s . -

worms cone [N 8
AND AID THE
MAGGOTS IN

A DECAY.

EATING: EATING:
EATING: EATING.
PR, OO0

i -~ B

- - . f .
WHEN FINALLY NOTHING REMAINS TO ,
CONSUME, THE MAGGOTS MOVE AWAY TO Bae
PUPATE AND THE WORMS OFF TO MATE. -
- o e % __:-_—_.—_E- 3 -__-:'. Y - _./7
eyt + v \ B

. \r‘\ b

' u-\‘l‘i‘ﬂm 1 é

~# AND OUR BOYS :
#>| LAY SILENT, ALONE, [
| s«ELETON/IZED.

SUBSOIL ACIDS
REDUCE THE
SKELETONS TO
UNRECOGNIZABLE
COMPONENTS.

-

\ B § g (I g
AND IN TIME... 3
THERE IS
NOTHING LEFT [IId
BUT O/RT. WY
W
\ : / el

y




qh“

r L i )

|

INESCAPABLE










TH
COLLAPSES UNDER TS OWN
GRAVITATIONAL WEIGHT.

WHERE ALL MATTER
IS CRUSHED TO
INFINITE DENSITY.

f

W

il WHERE NOTHING
ESCAPES,; NOT
EVEN LIGHT.

BLACKNESS. |,




AN\, €
THE EVENT HORIZON.
THE EDGE OF THE ABYSS.

N\

THE ABYSS IS A u
PLACE BEYOND
PERSPECTIVE.




DA a0 o e
oy s, ol ey
?\‘ w4 = Ww/'/

ad

T ~N '\\
T 00
AlLL EGO; ID: BN
| AND SELF. NS

@)

IF THEY HAVE
TRULY FOLLOWED
THE WAY OF THE

LEFT HAND PATH...

f ;:f: : I /- \\ B
) THEN THAT ]
I

-
L) | \‘\er y;




IF WE
STOP IT WILL
BE OVER.

A, ICNT. /




oo\ S saMIs
. THERE
oD TS BTG
15 A DEATH Pk, HERE FOR

GO BACK TO
MY GOBLIN
PEOPLE.

YoU TOO, :
NATHRAKA. %
GOOD BYE. }:

NO, NEVER
GOOD BYE... ,




LELAND 1S
ALL WE HAVI
LEFT.

¢ A oo
you. /" \ FRIEND.




7ANGELS N e
 TOOK M. L .

2 TO LOOK FOR
ANGELS.




/" SOME KIND
OF STORM, AND
IT'S MOVING  /:
FAST.

1 FIND AN
ANGEL? ,

HOW DO !
WE FIND AN




YER, THOUGH I \y
WALK THROUGH
THE VALLEY OF

THE SHADOW
™\. OF DEATH










WE CALL
TO ABSTRACT
EVIL ITSELF.

OFFER OUR
SOULS TO THE
N\ SH: .

HEAR US,
OBLIVION/

SO THAT
THE BROTHERS
MAY RETURN.




N easacn

/s

AV T P L W
Y AN

1, L
pat
’,/“' . f

". gf“
& g ,;f{













! OUR OWN

3 SWORDS HELD
I REMEMBER IN THE DEVIL'S

THE CUT. HAND.

STILL FEEL

‘ ]
TS STIVG.. \\' .}
' ’ o Pel—to \\ g

[ TO EAT THE

DRAGON'S

2\ HEART, SHAWN.

” BY ODIN'S

b eve 1 swea )W
1\ “BROTHER--
¥ WE SHALL
HAVE OUR
, SATANIC
,

REVENGE.




" A FEELING

NO
ONE DEFIES

DEATH!




WHE .:5:;.
: IS HEP
1 WHERE IS
ND?

HE IS OUR )
FRIEND.




Wiy,




" AAAAHHHIH!




P THE
STINK OF

THESE DEMON | RN
KING MAKES |

ME sick.

THEY WERE
WARNED TO
STOP GROWING 4+
HELL.




SEEMS
WE HAVE A
SABOTEUR
IN OUR
MIDSTS.




THAT SCENT,
OF INCENSE,
ARROGANCE,
AND BLOOD..

METATRON
HAS SEEN FIT
TO SEND US A

SACRIFICE.




WE WiLL

Bl 54P7/22 O Vi 2N
EFFORTS- 4




TO THE
EMBASS Y/

L\ v L\ SAFE Y,

- BACK, >
DEVILS! Joxa

N 2EmonS aRe N
NOT ALLOWED
WITHIN THESE  he
HOLY WALLS, ZD
- NOT EVEN
[ saTam AIMSELE Y™
A WITHOUT D/VINE ) 1

YOU FORGET,
I\ amBassaookr--

THIS
“HOLY"” EMBASS
WAS BUILT ON THE
ASHES OF A MUCH
OLDER DEMON/IC
CHURCH.




:( YOU ANGELS
RAZED THAT B
A TEMPLE. 4













REMNANTS REEK
OF BRAVERY AND I
SACRIFICE. { I FEAR WE
) OWE FROST AXE
MORE THAN WE WILL
EVER KNOW.

I FEEL
STRANGE,
SHAWN.

LIKE T'M
EXPLODING
ALL THE TIME.

WE ARE
NO LONGER
HUMAN.

A FAMILIAR

FOE HALF-
FORGOTTEN...




A SECOND
RESURRECTION
WAS NOT

o
Es

e

YOU ARE MY
PROPERTY NOW
AND NONE ESCAPE
MY GRASP.

you
I cA\'T CHEAT

WE'VE
WOWN FAIR AND
SQUARE.




e

& £ ¥ owrines W
/N ove R s W\ UNBREATHING.

X\ INBEATIVG. ) , 3

.::‘. : / . 3

-\ ABOMINATION!

CAN DEATH
ITSELF BE




FOOLISH
CHILD!

you
CAN'T KILL
DEATH!

THEN WE
SHALL MAKE
You




AL

g

e A !
Catat o e e
S TR

-
Soce—T 2

e
WITHOUT
THEM--

YOU ARE
JUST LoD
CHILDREN.

FOR
YOUR DEATH Y. —

2 YOU HOLD
asga%%% G
22 G 8 A g
e \ m\%f--;m%

3 (M -
i’ [ (wevees F {. S ﬂz
. } '._4 o - @l

=

you
CALL OPEN
THE VOID--

IMPOSSIBLE!







THE GREAT
WOLF FENR/R
STRUGGLES AGAINST
GLE/PNIR, HIS
MAGICAL FETTERS.

DO
THE BONDS
HOLD?

DOES THE
BEAST BREAK
\ FREE?

15 THE
DOOM OF
THE GODS ONCE

A AGAIN UPON
o us?

15 THIS THE
: PR AL

7/ THE BONDS
:f STRAIN BUT HOLD \::
! AT THE VERY [

PREC/IPICE OF
\. BREAKING.

5 THUS WE
STAND AT THE Y:
EDGE OF OIR }:

N TWIIGHT. L










WENEEDTO H
SEEK HIGHER A
COUNSEL. :




Ly

ILL :
BUILD LUCIFER'S

( PrREPARE THE
"\ ANGELS FOR )

HAS BEEN LONG ¥~
COMING. IT IS
TIME WE HAD

IT OUT.

LORD X
METATRON,
WE HAVE AN
INTRUDER. /:










B

i
S X
— )

7




you X

REALLY HAVE \ 7.
NO 1DEA WHAT )7~
you Age-- /-

WAt you Vi
 HERALD? )

g

TELL US THEN,
DEATH, IF YOU

P
80 SUCCULENT




YOU ARE ¢
THE RARE MYTH
_LUNFOLDING. /

7 AND YOUR
ACTIONS ARE
TRIGGERING SHIFTS
AND FISSURES,
RIPPLING THROUGH
ALL OF TIME AND
SPACE...

you |
SHOULDN'T
BVEN EXIST!

7 YOU MUST RBE
BROUGHT INTO
/ _UNDERSTANDING.




/ THEY
MUST BE

\ PREPARED-- s

+| ARMAGEDDON,
" APOCALYPSE... }*

you
“f ARE ALL THAT
STANDS BETWEEN
THE BRINK AND
THE END.

KNOW THAT
YOUR FIGHT 1S
NOT YOURS
ALONE. ~ MANY FATES \~
ARE AT STAKE |
WITH THE
UTCOME.




(0]
HAVE MUCH TO
LEARN, YOUNG
ONES.

DEATH,
DO WHAT You
DO BEST--




yYou
CALL THE
MAGGOT TO
FIGHT YOUR

7 NO, N\
\ ME NOW. 4?’ '




'/~ DID WE - B
NOT ALREADY Yo" - \ S\ MAMMAL! " T Az UNDER
BEST THS |- 2 0 g ORDERZ TO LET

\ BUG, SAM? ) 1} 3 YOU LIVE. HELD




WE
NEED OUR
SWOorDs,

gl \ BROTHER! /0

-/ YOU NEED
| DON'T ALREADY KW
\ HAVE INS/DE

,.;:;55:" O
~ o YOU PERSIST \./7" . .
A Wramne. G

LIKE BEASTS?

YO
MUST SHED

FIGHT
~\ YOUR MORTAL  LIKE WHAT

you WoLILD




7 MY HELL
MOUTH
WATERS!




VY

you
MERELY DELAY L
THE INEVEA}BLE ?

WE'VE BEEN
EATEN BY |
.\ FLIES ONCE
"N BEFORE.



S GENERALS

YOU HAVE
SLAIN ONE OF

SATAN
THAN THE WILL
TO DO SO

WITH LITTLE MORE




FYoU s
ARE GOING TO \ bt
PRAY, MATERNA \7ig

GONXHA, YOU | £
MIGHT waNT | f
TO PRAY

THAT 60D
1S DEAD AND
HAS BEEN FOR A
LONG TIME?

THAT IT'S ALL
POINTLESS?
A GREAT COSMIC /e
JOKE? o

HAVE ME SPEAK
\ THE 7RUTH?




WHAT 15
IT YOU WANT
WITH THE

OH, SWEET
GONXHA, N\
YOUMIST |\
BELIEVE-- A

--TRUST
IN THE HOLY
ALCHEMY THAT
SPINS FEAR INTO
FA/TH AND FAITH

INTO POWER.

ONCE LUC/IFER
IS DEAD, THE CHILD,
HIS SIMULACRUM,

WILL BECOME THE
NEW SATAN.

A PUPPET.
MY PAWN.

Tl AND#ELL WILL 6O

AND THE WAR
BETWEEN #EAVEN

ON UNENDING
__FOREVER.

THE PERFECT X~

DISTRACT/ION. )

WHILE TRULE /-
SUPREME.

T




VI uwyDEAR, X
= [ sWeeT BOY.
2| T TMs0

THERE ARE
NO MOVES

lﬂ .
o N
AL N A \

o
3 _\),}L-‘ A

"
Ry




S
TWISH I
WERE STRONGER
OR SMARTER SO I | B
COULD THINK OF | |
ANY OTHER WAY. |

BUT THIS

1 1s B/16GER

THAN JUST
ONE BOY.

THE ONLY

Me sl waY To Foi AR
i\ THIS VILE AW
PLAN! &




&2
6O AHEAD,

NO TRICK.
DRAW THE BLADE
ACROSS HIS
THROAT.

15 THIS
SOME KIND
\ OF TRICK?

YOU COULD
RULE HEAVEN.
YOU CAN HAVE

ALL YOU
HAVE TO DO
16 K/LL ONE

CHILD.

YOU CAN'T
BECAUSE YOU
ARE WEAK.

[ AND THAT
15 WHY YOU WiLL
| ALWAYS LOSE AND
T WILL ALWAYS
W.




SELF-
SACRIFICE.

you
JUST DON'T
FULLY APPRECIATE
THE MEANING OF
SACRIFICE.

TAKE MY
WINGS AND  fx

S0AR!







=/ HOW MANY
=4 TIMES MUST 1
/L YoU?

AFTER THEM!
J1 WE MUST HAVE
THE CHILD! _Lie?

s OPEN
THE HEAVENS!

7~ ITHAS ¢
FINALLY COME, 2
_THIS DAY. {2
W/ THE war

OF WARS |
\_ UPON US.







W
X
I
N
N




. WE HAVE
WAITED. W
HAVE TONLED.
WE HAVE
oG

WE HAVE LAID
PLANS BARBED
WITH SECRETS
AND L/ES.

-/ WITH THESE
“ TWIN SWORDS

WON THROUGH
\ DECE/T aND
\_BLOOD--

- HON
TO CUT BOTH
HALO AND

WE SHALL
BREAK OPEN
THE PIT/

AND THE
FLAMES OF
HELL SHALL LICK
THE WORLD!










oy DEMO| -
DPARE ESCAPE
=) THEIR UNHOLY
PRISON! ¢







SATAN'S &N
DONE IT. 7

|
THEY'VE
| BrokeN )
)\ THROUGH. A

OEATH.

FIRST DUKE
OF HELL.




SAVES ME
THE TROUBLE
OF FﬁmﬂllﬂG

WE SEEK THE
VENGEANCE IN
YOUR VEINS--




THE BREACH
15! WORKS BOTH

WELCOME _
TO THE FIGHT,
ARCHANGEL!

TO BACK,

BROTHER! ~~ uE
— FAcE HeAven )./
AND HELL!




T SHALL
SPILL YOUR
GUTS/!

(#asnar)

FEEL THE
8/TE OF MY
VENOMOUS
visceras




you -
THINK YOU ARE
\  ANY MATCH




THE BLACK
B8LOOD OF
REVENGE!




THE GRIM
DARKNESS...




7 THERE You \*
ARE, LITTLE -
BASTARD. |




o COME,
N ANTICHRIST, \
1 YOUR TIME OF
ENTHRONEMENT
AT HAND/

NO, CHILD.
IT 15 I WHO
HAVE KILLED
. You.




YOURE )
\ alve? )

You're
ALIVEYOURE
ALIVEYOU'RE

=7 BECCA...
HONEY..HAPPY
TOO...

>

< &
GOTTA t|E<u,L \~

'm 4 DUD

2




7 oN N\
THIS ALTAR \:l /14

OF CLOVEN

_BEAST- /74

H
THIS PURE
UNSPOILED
BLOOD.

YOU DON'T
NEED TO
PUT SUCH A
FINE POINT
ON IT.

N 408

"1 ANOINT
THIS CREATURE
BORN A FALLE,

), FEATHER. _A

PART ANGEL,
PART DEMOWN,
AL EVILY

ITIS WITH
THE FULL vO/CE
OF THE ONE TRUE
GOD THAT THERE
BE NAMED--

AAAHHHH!




WITH THIS 4
AMIFE OND THIS \\
BLOOD LET THE
\ "NEw COVENANT

BE SEALED! /),

e .

25 WHAT IS THIS
CHEAP MAGIC,
ANGEL?

% [ FACE ME,
METATRON! J_f

v
= HAS ALWAYS
A EX/STED,

= J( you caN BE
~\ REPLACED!




THE BREATH OF
THE UNHOLY' P/

DO
YOU TRULY
NOT ANOW










- IS THE
— ' :: "SIMPLE STEEL"
R W~ | TOO HOT FOR
SENG:) YOU TO HANDLE,
~ . METATRON?

H
BLADES CAN
U7 THE

KILL THE ¥
M ONE TRUE




_ LETTHE i
HEAVENS QUAKE 7 )

FOR THEY wiLL BeeAx B /Y V57~ over-
AND RAIN DOWN /A 1 cONFIDENCE was
THIS DAY. d ALWAaYS YouR
_ el W\ weakvess.

" 1 KICKED
s YOU OUT OF
=1 HEAVEN ONMCE
AND T'LL DO IT
AGAIN/

ou €
HAVE ALWAYS
PLAYED A GOOD
GAME, BUT N
THE END--_J:5=r




{ How Dare
You?! _,

2] JUST PLAIN
MEANER.

" 45 EVER,
2% GOD FALLS  Yof
SIENT LKE |3

BUT IF 6GOD
W/ILLS 1T THEN
LET HIM WH/ISPER
WORDS TO
SAVE YOu.







THE
FALLEN STAR
ARISES! LW







LEAVING
ONLY A SON
1 WHO WOULD
i DARE USURP
i\ A FATHER.







alet )

2 57
GET AWAY N7
FROM OUR [
FRIENDS! [FAN
| - ‘m’
\ g £7 L

oA




7~ _IN A DAY OF
v EXCEPTIONS
s THIS WAS MOST
UNEXPECTED. &

I CAN SMELL
THE STENCH OF
YOUR WANT FOR
REVENGE.




e

/ COME
g5 ANCIENT SERPENT,
\ FIRE-BREATHING
7 RAGON/

W7 BRING THE
N #ELLFIRE! [










N
/ W
Q
w
&

)
1
©
=
[
2
1Y
=
S

WE

YGGORASIL \.
SHUDDERS!

SWORDS!

WE NO
LONGER NEED







HAS HELD
& PAGAN
POST!







THE ANGELIC s
PARASITE MUST BE }:
ERADICATED. :

WITNESS.

MUST BE SET }
Ry, TO RIGHT.

THEN YOU X
HAVE NOTHING )P
TO FEAR. '
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imy

{ ANGEL
OF FIRE!



LIGHT
BEARER!




THE
GRIM WiLL
OF DARKNESS
WINS OUT.




THE BEAST
CALMS.

THE EDGE
RECEDES.
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FROST AXE LOGO DESIGNED BY
CHRISTOPHE SZPAJDEL
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CHuRILLA P

Awaremeeee—ee=  BRIAN CHURILLA * BRIANCHURILLA.COM * @BRIANCHURILLA




JAMES CALLAHAN + BARFCOMICS.COM + (QBARFCOMICS







PERwv™s ||

Awaemeee—s.  STEVEN PERKINS # STEVEPERKINSART.COM % @SPERKINSARTIST meesmm-am—e



Avwaemee  MIKE HAWTHORNE + MIKEHAWTHORNEART.COM % @MIKEHAWTHORNE ~e—ssmm-am—e



o

Aween WILL TOWLES + WILLTOWLESSARTANDLIFESTYLERANT.BLOGSPOT.COM # @WILLTOWLES el



Aesemeess WOOK-JIN CLARK % WOOKJINCLARK.COM % @WOOKJINCLARK meeem-am—e



-FOREVES-

Aasemesesa= DAN PANOSIAN + DANPANOSIAN.COM % @URBANBARBARIAN ~-memeeesm-sem—e
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CHRISTOPHER MITTEN = CHRISTOPHERMITTEN.COM + @CHRIS_MITTEN




RICK SPEARS

WRITER OF TEENAGERS FROM MARS, DEAD WEST,
FILLER, REPO, THE PIRATES OF CONEY ISLAND,
AND THE AUTEUR 1S SURVIVED BY HIS WIFE,

SON, AND SCHNAUZER.

RICKSPEARS.COM - @RICKSPEARS

CHUCK BB

CHUCK BB IS THE LOS ANGELES BASED EISNER
AWARD-WINNING ARTIST/CO-CREATOR OF THE .
BLACK METAL SERIES AND CREATOR OF -
STONE COLD LAZY (PUBLISHED MONTHLY IN
DECIBEL MAGAZINE). HIS LOVE OF METAL
KNOWS NO BOUNDS, AND IS HONORED TO SEE
THIS EPIC TALE TO THE FINISH WITH HIS
BLOODIED BROTHER IN METAL.

ALL HRIL RICK!

SPECIAL THANKS TO BUNKY AND
THE FUZZ FAM FOR ALL THEIR SUPPORT!

CHUCKBB.COM - @CHUCKBB



BAD MACHINERY
VoL 1 a
THE CASE OF THE TEAM SPIRIT  [jR %

JOHN ALLISON
136 PAGES - SOFTCOVER

FULL COLOR
THE CASE OF THE TEAM SPIRIT
ISBN 978-1-62010-084-4 By John Allison

f’%ﬁ% s

MEGAGOGO
VoL. 1

WOOK-JIN CLARK
176 PAGES - SOFTCOVER
BLACK AND WHITE

ISBN 978-1-62010-117-9

HELHEIM
VoL. 1
THE WITCH WAR

CULLEN BUNN, JOELLE JONES, ¢ NICK FILARDI
> - 160 PAGES - SOFTCOVER
FULL COLOR

ISBN 978-1-62010-014-1

BUZZ!

ANANTH PANAGARIYA & TESSA STONE
176 PAGES - SOFTCOVER
TWO COLOR

ISBN 978-1-62010-088-2

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON THESE AND OTHER FINE ONI PRESS
COMIC BOOKS AND GRAPHIC NOVELS VISIT WWW.ONIPRESS.COM.

T0 FIND A COMIC SPECIALTY STORE IN
YOUR ARER VISIT WWW.COMICSHOPS.US.
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RIAN TV7ERN AN 71VW)

OMNIBVS ™
SHAWN AND: SAM, STRONGHAND ARE MISUNDERSTOOD TWINS WITH A" MYSTERIOUS
{INERGE AND A-PENCHANT FOR THEDARKEST OF METAL. WHEN THEY ACQUIRE
THELATEST FROSTFAXECALBUM! AND PLAY.IT.BACKWARDS, THEIR GRIM DESTINY' IS
REVEALED, EMPOWERED BY-THELEGENDARY-SWORD OF ATOLL, THE BROTHERS: SET

OUTEFOR™HELL ON A QUESTSTOSFULFILL-ANCGIENTERROFHECY: AND CRUSH ANYSTHAT
STANDZIN THEIR WAY; EVEN SATANHIMSELF.

BLACK METAL: OMNIBYS COLLECTS THE COMPLETE TRILOGY OF EPIC TOMES
BY CRITICALLY-RCCLAIMED WRITER RICK SPEARS CTHE AUTEUR, TEENAGERS FROM MARS)
AND EISNER AWARD-WINNING ARTIST CHUCK BB CSTONE COLD LAZY).
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www.onipress.com



